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Lord of Lords 
Psalm 110 

 
Intro 
 
When we put our faith in Jesus Christ and in his work on the cross the Scriptures are clear - we 
are justified by God through faith - through the instrument of faith the grace of God flows into 
and over our lives and we stand before God forgiven of our sins, acquitted of our guilt before 
our holy God, brought into the family of God, brought into the presence of God as our Father.  
 
Justified by faith alone but that faith is never alone - those who are justified always begin to be 
transformed to be more and more like Jesus 
 
But how are we transformed? To be clear the Spirit works in us to make us more like Jesus but 
what does the process look like? How do we seek to work out what God is working in us?  
 
Foundational, irreplaceable reality in the blueprint of our transformation  
 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 
Beholding Christ we are transformed - we are change to think more accurately about his 
character and his will so that we act and feel appropriately  
 
Can’t see him - how do we behold? 
 
There is a kind of beholding in the life of prayer as we bring our requests, thanksgiving, sorrows 
before the face of God.  
 
Fundamentally, that beholding takes place when we stare deeply into the inspired Scriptures 
and see something of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ  
 
This Psalm is an invitation to behold the glory of the Lord and be transformed in the beholding  
 
Why go to an OT text to behold the glory of Jesus Christ? Most quoted Psalm in the NT 24 x - 
The NT writers understood this Psalm to be one of the greatest unfolding of the person and 
activity of the Lord Jesus Christ  
 
Let’s behold the glory of the Lord in Psalm 110 with an expectation that God will work in our 
hearts with transforming power as we do so 
 
Three aspects to who Jesus Christ is for us to behold: I. Behold our King II. Behold our Priest III. 
Behold our Warrior  
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I. King (1-3) 

 
A. Superscript “a Psalm of David” - of vital importance for it serves to help us understand 

what’s going on in this Psalm  
1. We know that David was the God-appointed Lord over the people of God - the 

greatest of all the Kings of Israel - no higher authority under God - but here, most 
surprisingly, David refers to someone that he calls Lord, someone superior even to 
him as the top of the hierarchy of Jewish royalty  

2. v. 1 Oracle - The LORD says to my Lord - LORD = Yahweh says to my Lord - God 
himself speaks to my lord - a lord superior to the great king David  

3. David is given the opportunity to listen into a heavenly conversation and however 
this Psalm was originally used as a song of worship for the OT people of Israel there 
was a puzzle / a mystery that would not be fully understood until the coming of 
Christ  
a) Here we must say that it is impossible to really draw out what this prophetic, 

messianic Psalm is saying without consulting the NT and in fact the words of 
Jesus himself  
 

B. BECAUSE 1,000 years after this Psalm we read in Matthew and Mark after the religious 
leaders of the day attempt to entrap him by asking him what they think are difficult 
questions intended to reveal him as a false teacher, Jesus ask a question himself  
 

[35] And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is the 
son of David? [36] David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit 
at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ [37] David himself calls him Lord. 
So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard him gladly. (Mark 12:35-37) 
 

1. Oh the nation of Israel knew and believed that the Christ the Messiah would come 
from the line of King David in his royal line - but Jesus informs them that in fact this 
descendent of David would be superior to David and points them to Psalm 110 
which explains that in fact this descendent is the Lord of David - Jesus is David’s 
greater son and in fact the divine Lord over all  
 

C. Yahweh says to David’s Lord - sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your 
footstool - sit at the right hand of God until I make your enemies into an ottoman - 
dominance and reign over them - shame and humiliation for them  
 

Illustration: If I put my feet up on you… 
 

D. v. 2 God sends out the power and command - the authority of heaven itself - the mighty 
scepter - the symbol of his reign - through this Lord of heaven - God commands “rule in 
the midst of your enemies” - the authority of heaven is behind the reign and rule of this 
Lord - he cannot be thwarted or undermined  
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E. v. 3a we see in response to the conquering, mighty of rule of heaven expressed through 
this God-appointed King - as opposed to his enemies that will be humiliated and 
subjected - under his reign he has made a willing procession of the people of God who 
stream towards this great King - willingly, freely offering themselves to him in service to 
him  
1. They are in effect offering THEMSELVES as freewill offerings - Romans 12:1 - living 

sacrifices to this King  
2. They are dressed in holy garments - representing innocence, devotion and 

obedience  
 

F. v. 3b 
 

The expressions in verse three have proved to be the most challenging to scribes and scholar 
down through the ages. (Allen Ross) 
 

1. As the dew covers the ground each morning with multitude of life-giving drops of 
water, just so the people of the King will be a multitude of vibrant, devoted saints 
who lay down their lives to serve him  
 

When the king appears to put down his enemies and establish his earthly reign, he will be 
accompanied by a myriad of willing servants who will be adorned in holy array, meaning that 
they have been set apart to his service and are characterized by holiness. (Allen Ross, Psalms, 
p. 353) 
 

G. Application 
1. We cannot understand this Psalm apart from the person and work of Jesus Christ - 

repeatedly the NT authors take up this language or “right hand” 
 

[20] that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, [21] far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. [22] 
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, [23] 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:20-23) 
 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to him. (1 Peter 3:22) 
 

2. Behold the rule and authority of the resurrected, risen, and reigning King  
a) Are you offering yourself freely to this great King of heaven? 

(1) Is your life marked by an imperfect but sincere pursuit of holiness - devotion, 
commitment, giving of oneself to serve Christ and obey him  

(2) Freely or reluctantly? Acting like an enemy or devotion?  
(a) See him as he is in his Kingly glory and submit afresh to him 
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3. There is more to these holy garments for those who proceed into the presence of 
the Lord Jesus Christ  
 

II. Behold Our Priest (4) 
 
A. Unusual placing - another oracle - v. 4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind - 

not just says (sufficient) - he makes an oath - most unusual - you are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek…hmmm…what’s that about? Hang with me 
1. The priests under the law-covenant of Moses were after the order and in the line of 

Aaron - not Melchizedek - different kind of cat. If one is familiar with Scripture one 
remembers that this dude is a rather obscure character only described in the OT 
briefly in Genesis 14  
a) Abraham (then Abram) goes to war against some regional Kings and defeats 

them and as he is returning from battle unexpectedly Melchizedek appears  
 

[1] For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, [2] and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth 
part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is 
also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. [3] He is without father or mother or genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues 
a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:1-3) 
 

B. The NT author of Hebrews helps us understand the significance of this seemingly 
obscure reference in Genesis 14 
1. In Genesis typically we are told the genealogy of important people we need to know 

about - begat so and so - but this important character - ABRAHAM PROMISE - 
presented without any known father, mother, genealogy or therefore in effect has 
no beginning or ending - appears as a priest-King - the King described in Psalm 110 - 
the Lord Christ - stands also forever as priest-King over the people of God - the true 
and better King of righteousness and peace  
a) “Forever” he stands in his priesthood - priests are the ones who mediated the 

presence of God - who offered sacrifices to atone for sins - reconciling sinners to 
a holy God   
(1) The priests of the old covenant were after the order of Aaron and had to 

daily offer sacrifices for the sins of God’s people as a reminder that their 
priesthood was not sufficient to fully and finally bring sinners to God  

(2) v. 4 - this priest is of a different order - This Kingly Priest is like no other 
priests - he himself is the sacrifice for sinners  

(3) Hebrews 1 - after making purification for sins he sat down at the right hand 
of the majesty on high  
 

C. Application 
1. Behold the King of heaven yes - but he is a Priest-King 

a) A priest forever - indicating his enduring intercession for sinners like you and me  
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(1) Forever - those who trust in Christ are forever forgiven and justified and 
accepted by God  
 

[23] The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 
continuing in office, [24] but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. [25] Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:23-25) 
 

(2) Oh you of tender conscience - struggling with guilt and sin - there is one in 
heaven - you may quake in fear at his might and authority when he would 
have you rest and rejoice in his kingly priesthood - tremble yes but with joy 
and wonder 
(a) His word is bond - he makes an oath to condescend to us  

(3) Holy Garments - never forget how we may come into the presence of God - 
“In the name of Jesus” 

(4) This King makes enemies friends through his unique priesthood  
(a) But to those who refuse to submit to God - they will find him to be a 

dread warrior  
 

III. Warrior (5-7) 
 
A. v. 5-6 - the power and presence of God is with the Lord - his King and now…now behold 

the King in his righteous anger and wrath - Jesus Christ having come and humbled 
himself to death on a cross, risen and ascended we find a description of his future 
coming - it is terrible to behold - the warrior of heaven executes his judgment - VIEWER 
DISCRETION - SOBERING WITHOUT DELIGHT 
1. He will shatter the kings of the earth - the big shots and the elites - people who 

arrogantly hold themselves as the powerful  
2. He will execute judgment on the nations and GRUESOME - fill the lands with the 

corpses - dead bodies of those who come under the judgment of the divine warrior 
King - day of his wrath  
 

[5] But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on 
the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:5) 
 

3. THE DAY - joy for those in Christ - terror for the rebellion - let the rocks fall upon us  
Illustration: Battle of Gettysburg, more than 40,000 casualties, 1,000s dead - “harvest of death” 
bodies literally in piles in streets and fields, BI article describes that new remains were still 
being found in 1996 when tourists discovered remains of a young man. 1 BATTLE IN 1 WAR with 
long rifles and mini-balls - What will be the devastation of the warrior King of heaven when he 
executes judgment  

4. Who can stand before the Lord almighty in his wrath?  
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[11] Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. [12] His eyes are like a 
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one 
knows but himself. [13] He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is 
called is The Word of God. [14] And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following him on white horses. [15] From his mouth comes a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. [16] On his robe and on his thigh he 
has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. (Revelation 19:11-16) 
 

5. The whole fallen order of sinful rebellious creation crushed and dissipated - the 
present time of his patience will come to an end and he will come as the dread 
warrior of heaven  
a) EVERY KNEE WILL BOW AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD TO 

THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER  
 

B. v. 7 We find the warrior King after executing his judgment - a human bending down to 
drink from a brook to refresh himself and lifting his head high in confidence 
 

We are left with the picture of the Warrior following up his victory, like Gideon and his 
hundred at the Jordan, ‘faint yet pursuing’, pausing only to renew his strength and press on 
to complete the rout. Such is the leader, we are to infer, that beckons us to follow. (Derek 
Kidner, TOTC: Psalms, p. 431) 
 

C. Application 
1. DISTASTEFUL?  

a) Do you feel anger at the horrors of this world? 
(1) Children are sexually abused and devastated? 
(2) When terrorists kill detonate bombs destroying crowds of innocent people?  
(3) When the guilty because of money, power, influence get off and seem to live 

prosperous lives 
(a) God is a God of justice and while we don’t always see his justice enacted 

in this time - the day is coming when he will execute his justice and set all 
things right  

2. REPENT AND BELIEVE - CAST YOURSELVES ON THE PRIEST SO YOU WILL NOT 
EXPERIENCE THE WARRIOR’S JUDGMENT  

3. Sobriety and sincerity for each of us before Jesus  
 

Illustration: Skinny white guy with long flowing hair and a white dress with a propensity to be 
nice to people - NOT A TAME LION  
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4. Hope and comfort for those who have come to know his grace  
 

Passages like this offer hope and comfort to believers, because no matter how evil or 
troubling the world might appear, the final outcome is certain. Those who believe in Jesus the 
Messiah, and who have been sanctified by his sacrificial blood, have nothing to fear, for they 
will be like the dew that suddenly appears in the morning when the shadows flee away and 
the “sun of righteousness” rises with healing in his wings. (Allen Ross, Psalms, p. 360) 
 

a) He will bring justice and righteousness to a world set on fire and gone crazy - 
hope and comfort no matter how evil or troubling  
(1) Vengeance is mine I will repay - not “don’t act in vengeance” and it will all be 

fine - LEAVE IT TO ME! 
 

Close 
 
Behold the glory of Jesus Christ  
I. Behold Our King so that you will increasingly devote yourself to his reign and rule in humble 

submission  
II. Behold Our Priest so that you will live by faith in the Son of God who loved you and gave 

himself for you and find rest for your soul 
III. Behold Our Warrior so that your perspective about the sufferings and terrors of this world 

are shaped by the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Comfort and Hope even as we purify 
ourselves by his grace in preparation for when we will see his face  

Transformed another degree and another degree as we make our way together into that 
blessed future glory where WE WILL SEE HIM AND BE LIKE HIM  
 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus  
Look full in His wonderful face  
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim  
In the light of His glory and grace 
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