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God is For Us 
Romans 8:31 

Intro 
 
I love music - especially movie soundtracks - sermon by LOTR 
 
There are a number of things that make for a memorable and enjoyable soundtrack but on of the most 
enduring dynamics that makes an impact upon the listener is the crescendo. 
 
Those moments when the music which has been quieter, perhaps meandering, subtle begins to build in 
volume and intensity until it breaks over the listener with a powerful, memorable theme and we are 
swept up into the magic  
 
The book of Romans contains the soundtrack for the Christian life - as we have slowly worked our way 
through the first 8 chapters of Romans, we have heard the sweet music of the Gospel playing over us - 
the song of God’s unmerited favor and mercy being sung over us 
 
The last verses of Romans 8 are a grand crescendo, crescendo to this symphony of Gospel Doctrine  
 
Oh, we have heard the music and it has been nothing short of life-changing but in v. 31-39 the volume 
grows and the song grows even sweeter as the beauty of the Gospel crashes down upon our souls with 
great and weighty magnitude  
 
STAND - Listen to the glories of these verses and attune your ears to listen to this crescendo and do so 
knowing that God is graciously, kindly speaking to us for this is the Word of God 
 
First of a series of questions without answers given - but the answer becomes obvious upon even a 
cursory examination  
 
We are going to look at the first question in v. 31 - return in 3 Sundays for the rest - Let’s think together 
about 3 things contained in this unanswered question 
 

I. The Immensity of God’s Grace  
II. The Greatness of God’s Commitment to Us  
III. The Futility of Our Enemies  

 
As we have seen thus far in Romans - God is in the business of convincing us of his love for us - in order 
to strengthen us - courage, confidence, peace, earnestness, renewal, trust in his steadfast love and 
faithfulness - intends to do so again this morning 
 
I. The Immensity of God’s Grace 

 
A. “What then shall we say to these things?” what are these things that Paul referring to?  

1. Certainly, the verse preceding this one v. 30 that describes the golden chain of salvation for 
the Christian - the foreknowing, predestining, calling, justifying, glorifying grace of God 
extended to us 
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2. We may safely say that in fact “these things” can be broadly understood as all that has 
proceeded from 1:16-17 - the gospel that is power of God to salvation to all who believe - 
review these things 
a) First 3 chapters Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit - carefully explains 

(1) All of us are sinful and have earned God’s righteous wrath 
(2) And most surprisingly, almost unthinkably, God has intervened in time space history 

in the person and work of the Son of God 
(3) Christ incarnate has died as the substitute for sinners - bearing our shame and sin 

and wrath and further - rising from the grave - accounting sinners as righteous as he 
imputes, credits his perfection as our AS A GIFT - received by faith  
(a) IOW Justification = forgiveness - right standing and acceptance before our Holy 

God  
(b) If it were only these things that the Gospel declares to us we would be content 

BUT THERE’S MORE THINGS! 
b) Ch. 5-7 we discover that through the instrument of faith we are united with the Lord 

Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection 
(1) We are IN HIM - inseparable union with the risen Christ of the cross 
(2) All the blessings and benefits of Christ are ours IN HIM  

(a) He died to sin and death - so have we in him 
(b) He was raised in glory to live forever - so have we begun to taste of eternal life 

in him and will be raised as he was to live forever glorified  
(c) We will reign with him in a new heavens and new earth 
(d) ADOPTED IN HIM - In him we are loved by God in the same mighty way as he is  

i) THESE THINGS - THESE ARE THE THINGS WITH WHICH WE HAVE TO DO - 
MORE THINGS! 

c) Ch. 8 - Taken out of the possibility of ever being condemned in Christ  
(1) The Spirit God the Spirit of Life has set us free from sin and judgment and death 
(2) Given the Spirit to dwell in us - strengthening us now - we walk in him through this 

life as cold-blooded sin killers anticipating the day when the Spirit will raise our 
mortal bodies from the dead when Christ returns 

(3) The Spirit, the Spirit in whom we cry to God “Abba, Father” - dear Father 
(4) The Spirit who helps us in our weakness - sustaining us suffering - revealing and 

renewing our awareness of the glory that is coming that is so awesome to behold 
that even our worst suffering is not to be compared - the Spirit who intercedes to 
God on our behalf 

(5) Swept up into the will and purposes of God to foreknow and predestine 
undeserving sinners to be conformed to the image of his Son - OUR BROTHER 

(6) Predestined, Called, Justified, Glorified  
(a) THESE THINGS - THESE ARE THE THINGS - REMARKABLE THINGS - GRACE 
(b) WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO THESE THINGS - BUT - GOD IS FOR US  

 
B. Application 

1. My Christian friend - if you are wondering if God is for you -How much more evidence do 
you need?  
 

What more can He say, than to you He hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? (How Firm 
a Foundation) 
 



Living Hope Church 5 May 2019 

3 

 

2. God through his Word is aiming to convince you that his promises of his love and help for 
you are true 
a) UNBELIEVERS - what are you waiting for? Cross the line and close with Christ - Give 

yourself to him and enter into these things 
b) Not making light of doubts - Listen I know that In darkness - suffering - the temptation is 

to ask “is God for me? “These things” all these things are intended to convince you and 
assure you of: 
 

II. The Greatness of God’s Commitment to Us 
A. God is for us - astounding considering our sin - guaranteed through the gospel - behold God in 

all of this - behold the kind of commitment we have received from God - listen with this reality 
in mind: 
 

[27] Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is 
disregarded by my God”? [28] Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 
unsearchable. [29] He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
[30] Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; [31] but they who wait 
for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:27-31) 
 

B. THIS ONE TRUE GOD IS FOR US 
1. He’s all in with us - never leave or forsake - mighty in power and generous in mercy - no 

fainting or growing wear - no lapse in understanding or wisdom - no lack of reserves of 
power to provide the weak - strength and soaring  

2. He has saved and be our help every moment of our lives and will sustain us to the end when 
we receive the promised inheritance - he is for you because he has decided to be for you! 
 

Illustration: “The Irregulars” Great Britain’s earnest desire to get US into WW2 - they were being killed - 
Roald Dahl sent to influence the media and upper echelon of society - if we can get the world’s greatest 
superpower to come to our aid then we have a chance to win the war. God - the only superpower in the 
universe - has come to our aid - no convincing needed - obedience or track record - he has decided to. 
He is for you because he is for you! 
 

3. But you say “I am not qualified to receive this commitment” - no you aren’t! That’s the 
point - he qualifies the sinner in Christ and commits all his amazing resources to us - HE IS 
FOR US  

4. His love is unshakably, irrevocably set upon you - disqualify yourself from his love? YOU 
NEVER WERE QUALIFIED! 
 

C. Aims to convince - Yahweh - the Lord of Hosts - King of heaven and Earth IS FOR YOU - HE’S 
COMMITTED TO YOU - how great is his commitment 
1. Staggering because he should be opposed to you  

 
D. Application  

1. God is for us - Oh the peace this should bring us! 
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Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me. (Psalm 23:3a) 
 

2. God is for us - Oh the courage this should bring us! 
 

[13] I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! [14] Wait for 
the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! (Psalm 27:13-14) 
 

a) People who know God is for them talk like this 
3. God is for us - Oh the fearless confidence this should bring us! 

 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? (Psalm 27:1) 
 

a) God knows we need to be convinced of his commitment - life can be hard and 
disorienting - we have many enemies - sin, the world, Satan 
 

III. The Futility of Our Enemies  
 
A. Oh, we have opposition, we have enemies - but compare their threats no matter how terrible - 

compare to the immensity of God’s grace and the greatness of his personal, unwavering, 
powerful commitment to us - enemies are revealed in their futility - pathetic  

B. “If God is for us, who can be against us” - let me give you the answer NO-ONE! 
1. Cheerful - in-your-face enemies  
2. Remarkable because we feel the cruel lash of our enemies 

a) Sickness and suffering, pain, sorrow, anxieties, loss - underneath is death 
b) Persistent sin and its consequences  
c) World set against God and his people 
d) Whether we think about him much or not - the temptations and harassments of Satan - 

roaring lion seeking to devour - accuser of the brothers, kill, destroy, and deceive  
(1) Feel the weight and pain of the blows - only for a little while - they will ultimately be 

shown in their futility  
(2) They cause pain and sorrow now but their end is nigh - nothing can ultimately harm 

us - no weapon formed against us shall prosper for GOD IS FOR US - committed to 
bringing us through - he will hold us fast until the future glory comes into our 
present  
(a) Sin is abolished - we are glorified  
(b) The world is cleansed and renewed - death is banished from that world of love  
(c) Satan finally and fully destroyed 

 
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, 
who accuses them day and night before our God. (Revelation 12:10) 
 

C. Who can stand against the Lord our God? Who can be against us - no-one! 
1. God comes to us in the disorientation of our suffering, in our doubts of his goodness and 

faithfulness, revealing his everlasting commitment so that you will see and know that these 
very real enemies don’t stand a chance in the end as he works all things for your good. 
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a) Need to see God’s unbreakable commitment to you in order to help you navigate 
through suffering  
 

Illustration: Kate’s commitment - otherwise suspicion, doubt, nervousness around her. God’s intends to 
assure us so that we would not view him with suspicion and doubt in the face for our enemies 
 
If God is for you, then God would have to be defeated for you to be defeated. (Ray Ortlund, 
Supernatural Living for Natural People, p. 137) 
 

D. Application  
1. Great hope and rest and strength for us in the face of our very real enemies  

 
Our certainty does not lie in our apprehension of God’s grace but in his grace itself. It is the very 
objectivity of God’s love that is so satisfying and meets our need for absolute assurance. As we walk 
through the world, we are a target. The world, the flesh and the devil are determined to prevent our 
safe arrival in heaven, or at least to harass us on our way there. But we will defy them, because God is 
for us. He is on our side. (Ray Ortlund Jr., Supernatural Living for Natural People, p. 136) 
 

2. I can assure you my Christian friend - beloved of God - stumbling and weak - you’re gonna 
make it - Listen YALL - WE ARE ALL GOING TO HEAVEN - NO ONE LEFT BEHIND - ALL 
PRESENT HERE WHO HAS TRUSTED CHRIST - THOUGH OUR LIVES MAY BE WRITTEN WITH 
ALL OF OUR SORROWS AND STRUGGLES AND SUFFERINGS - ALL WILL HAVE A HAPPY 
ENDING TO OUR STORY - NO ENEMY WILL ULTIMATELY FOIL GOD’S PURPOSE AND PLAN  
 

[15] When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army 
with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall 
we do?” [16] He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with 
them.” [17] Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the 
LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:15-17) 
 

3. Courage  
a) Battle with sin - he is not waiting for you to get it together - present to help - the Spirit  
b) Face of opposition increasingly hostile culture - cry your tears if you need to - 

remember if the whole world turns on us - God is on our side - God is for us  
 

Illustration: On Easter Sunday - Christians worshipping together at Zion Church experienced the horror 
of an attack by a suicide bomber that injured and killed hundreds of believers during their Sunday 
gathering. CT article - a few moments before that bomb exploded - a teacher in that children’s Sunday 
school class asked the question “how many of you are willing to die for Christ” - every one of those 
children raised their hands “for so many of those children, it would be a final act of worship.” 
 
People who know that God is for them think like this. You may kill me but you will not destroy me for my 
God is with me and will bring me into the bosom of Christ. You may kill me but I will be more alive and 
joyful than I have ever been. Do what you must but I will hold fast to my Savior with persevering hope. 
What can you do to people like that? 
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[9] Then my enemies will turn back in the day when I call. This I know, that God is for me. [10] In God, 
whose word I praise, in the LORD, whose word I praise, [11] in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What 
can man do to me? (Psalm 56:9-11) 
 
The logic of our text, seriously applied, pushes us to the heights of confidence. It means more than 
God being graciously disposed toward us. It means he is for us in all that he does. We may be 
defeated at this moment, but evil will never prevail. We are always being led to victory in Christ. (Kent 
Hughes, PTWC: Romans, p. 163) 
 
Close  
What shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us 
 
Hear the crescendo rise - the soul-strengthening music of God’s grace play over your life  
 
Can you say ‘God is for me. I know He is for me, because I would not believe in Him at all if He were 
not for me. And if God be for me, no one and nothing can be against me in the sense of ever 
separating me from Him’? What do you say to these things? Can you shout exultantly with the Apostle 
Paul and the saints of the centuries, ‘If God be for us, who can be against us?’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones, 
Romans, p. 377) 
 
Shout exultantly my weary friend - shout with joy my suffering friend - raise your voice you chosen and 
beloved of the Lord  
 
If God be for us who can be against us? 
 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 

 
 


