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It is Finished 
John 19.28-30   

 
Intro 
 
The last words that a man or woman utters in the moments before they die can serve to reveal the 
thoughts and the emotions of that man or woman as they pass from this earth. We may hear them 
communicating their frame of mind and what is in their heart in their passing.  
 
If we have the privilege to attend the bedside of a loved one who is dying, our ears would certainly be 
earnestly attuned to hear what this one whom we love will say in the moments before they die for, we 
will never hear them speak to us again in this life. We treasure those last words and remember them 
always. Every little sound is potentially a treasure. A precious memory.  
 
But what of the final words of the Son of God in the moments before his death? Oh, how precious are 
his words in that moment. If we would pay close attention to the last words of a loved one - oh how 
worthy are the words of Christ - worthy of our greatest attention and diligent, earnest study 
 
The apostle John in his divinely inspired account of the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ informs us of 
what Jesus said in the hour of his death. And we have privilege of standing below the cross and listening 
in and hearing those holy words 
 
With Jesus there are no wasted words. All that he says is precious and for our life and joy.  
 
From the cross he speaks and in fact we are told of 7 sayings of Jesus on the cross in his death: 
 
Luke 23:34 of those who crucified “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do” 
 
Luke 23:43 To the penitent thief crucified beside him “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
paradise” 
 
John 19:26-27 in an act of care for his mother he transfers her care to his friend John “Woman, behold 
your son…behold your mother” 
 
Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34 Dereliction “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me” 
 
John 19:28 I thirst  
 
Luke 23:46 As he dies entrusts “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” 
 
Our text reveals the 6th of the seven famous sayings of Christ on the cross 
 
It is surely not too much to say, that of all the seven famous sayings of Christ on the cross, none is 
more remarkable than this, which John alone has recorded. (J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John, p. 
231) 
 
Read and discover this most remarkable saying of Christ on the cross 
It is finished 
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What did he mean? What was finished in his cross? What was completed? What was accomplished? 
What does it mean that “it” is finished?  
 
1. The Scriptures are Fulfilled  
2. We Have Nothing to Add to our Salvation  
3. Christ has Secured Eternal Life for Us 
 
I. The Scriptures are Fulfilled 
 

A. v. 28 - after this…what was this? This was the abuse, torture, mocking ridicule, bleeding, thorns, 
hands and feet pierced through with nails, the Father turning his face away as the one and only 
truly righteous man - the Christ - Jesus the Son of God was made to become sin - the sinless one 
became sin for us crucified on Golgotha  
1. Never was agony, never was suffering like thine my Lord! 

 
B. After this…After all of this v. 28 Jesus knowing that all was finished, all the suffering, all the sin-

bearing, all the wrath-absorbing, he said “I thirst” to fulfill the Scripture  
 

[20] Reproaches have broken my heart, so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there was none, 
and for comforters, but I found none. [21] They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave 
me sour wine to drink. (Psalm 69:20-21) 
 

C. Here in v. 28 we find him doing that which he had never failed to do - he always lived according 
to God’s will and in accordance with God’s plan - fulfilling the prophecies throughout Scripture 
concerning the nature of the atonement 
 

D. He drinks the sour wine offered to him in v. 29 - this last act - not simply a dying man asking for 
and receiving a drink - self-aware - even in the agonies of his death that he was faithfully 
fulfilling God’s prophetic word concerning the suffering Servant the Messiah  
1. He drinks the sour wine - bringing moisture into his dried out mouth and throat having not 

taken a drink of anything for 18 hours since the last supper  massively dehydrated, blood 
loss — whets his lips and his throat in preparation not only to slake his thirst - but in order 
to make this declaration - Matthew and Mark - John informs -  “he cried out in a loud voice” 
It is finished! 
a) Greek word tetelastai - an action that has been totally completed 

  
Illustration: The word a craftsman would have used upon the completion of a project. Jesus the 
carpenter - one commentator wonders if it wouldn’t have been likely that he used that word upon 
completing a table or a chair.  
 

(1) It is finished means that the Scriptures concerning the coming Messiah who would 
suffer for the sins of God’s people and overcome our enemies are fulfilled in our 
eyes as we look upon him in his death.  
 

E. God’s promise in Scripture to defeat Satan has been accomplished 
1. From the beginning of human history - from the time of our father Adam’s fall into sin in the 

garden - God had been prophesying and proclaiming of grace that was to come - even in the 
moment of God’s declaration of judgment of Adam and Eve - and us in them - he declared 
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in Genesis 3:15 that though that serpent had lulled humanity into the terrible realities of sin 
that this enemy would one day be crushed under the foot of one who was to come - born of 
a woman - it is finished is the victory cry of the suffering warrior who lands a death blow 
upon the head of the serpent 
  

[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
[15] and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2:14-
15) 
 

F. It is finished means that God’s promise to atone for the sins of his people has been 
accomplished  
1. In declaring it is finished he informs us that he has fulfilled the prophecies throughout the 

OT that spoke of God providing atonement for sinners - forgiving sin and covering sin - his 
promises that a Savior was coming to do this for us 
 

[10] Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an 
offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper 
in his hand. [11] Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
(Isaiah 53:10-11) 
 

2. In that moment out of the anguish of his sufferings he sees and declares it is finished 
 

G. We all suffer but his sufferings were unique because they were the sufferings of the God-man 
and his suffering were effectual in procuring our salvation as he fulfilled God’s will to save his 
people as prophesied throughout the Bible 
 

H. We see earlier in v. 24 - the fulfillment of Psalm 22 - we see in v. 28-29 the fulfillment of Psalm 
69 - what we are intended to understand in that Christ’s declaration that “it is finished” all the 
Scriptures that promised On would come to crush our enemy the Devil and victoriously 
procured the grace of God for sinners is accomplished before our eyes  
1. 100s of prophecies coming into their victorious fulfillment - it is finished - the Scriptures - 

the promises of God are fulfilled  
 

II. We Have Nothing to Add to Salvation 
 
A. “It is finished” must as well then mean that there is nothing more to add to the work that Jesus 

accomplished in his death on the cross.  
1. In his death his perfect obedience was completed so that he was able to be our sinless 

substitute - even as the agony was opened before him - he always obeyed the Father 
  

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” (Matthew 26:39) 
 

a) That Cup - He drank the cup of God’s wrath - draining it all - fulfilling a life of perfect 
obedience - he and only he could be our sinless Savior and in his death was the 
fulfillment - the accomplishment - his finishing of the perfect life of obedience needed 
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to be our substitutionary sacrifice - including that drinking of the cup of God’s wrath for 
our sin  

2. Nothing to add - In his death he became the once for all atoning sacrifice for sin 
 

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for 
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. (Hebrews 7:27) 
 

a) “It is finished” - the OT sacrificial system with its daily sacrifices of bulls and goats which 
could not in the end finally and fully cover sin - that has reached its apex and 
consummation in the sacrifice of our High Priest  

3. Nothing to add - In his death he purchased his people by his blood 
 

he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. (Hebrews 9:12) 
 

a) Redemption - purchase - ransom - once for all of his people - all who would trust in him 
alone  

b) His sacrificial death - his blood - was that most greatest of costs through we which we 
have been delivered, rescued, and brought to God as his own - once for all  

4. Nothing to add - In his death he provides decisive justification  
 

[21] But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it—[22] the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and 
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. (Romans 3:21-25a) 
 

5. We stand forgiven and declared as righteous before God through his blood  
 

B. Romans 8:1 “now, no more condemnation for those in Christ Jesus”  
1. Those “in Christ” - get in Christ through faith alone - taking the risen Christ of the cross with 

empty hands of faith - no condemnation  
a) How can that be?  

(1) We sin  
(a) Fail to pray as we ought 
(b) Speak in harsh ways to those we love  
(c) Impure thoughts - lust 

(2) Yet no condemnation?! the Christian has been taken entirely out of the realm and 
possibility of being condemned by God because of our sin - WHY? Because in his 
death Christ exhausted the condemnation - the righteous judgment we have earned 
for our many sins - NO CONDEMNATION - Condemnation is finished because IT is 
finished - his saving work on our behalf - we have nothing to add 

2. Nothing to add - In his death we have transferred from the realm of sin and impurity and 
into the realm of purity and holiness. Set apart for God. 
 

And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
(Hebrews 10:10) 
 



Living Hope Church 21 April 2019 

5 

 

a) Once-for-all, once-for all, etc. - Hebrews 1:3 after making purification for sins he sat 
down on the right hand of the majesty on high  
 

Illustration: Sitting down after a long day of work. Calling it a day. The work is finished.  
 

3. He has rested from his work of procuring a finished salvation for us - and he is reigning from 
that throne - extending that work through the gospel to all who will believe. 
 

C. Application 
1. Beloved - I would that you would daily live in the good of the victories of the cross of Jesus 

Christ. We bring nothing to God except the sin that makes our salvation necessary. Christ 
brings everything to the table. His work is complete. All we have is to enter in by taking hold 
of him by faith. 
 

The Christian is called to affirm the completeness and sufficiency of that sacrifice by trusting in it 
constantly and by exhibiting the peace and confidence which are the fruit of such a trust. Our often 
strained and frenetic forms of Christian life are witness to how much we need to affirm again with 
Jesus, ‘It is accomplished!’ It is finished!. (Bruce Milne, BST: John, p. 283) 
 

2. Are you trusting constantly? Peace and confidence which are the fruit of such trust.  
 

Illustration: Describe good days and bad days - our standing before God does not change 
 

a) In the regrets and the suffering and the tears - you are secure in the love of God - in the 
cross of Jesus Christ is a completeness and sufficiency of salvation from our sins  
 

Illustration: AA preacher - DJ Elder Ward  
 
Now I hear this, I hear this on television and I hear it in churches…that God has done all He can do. 
The rest is up to you. If the rest is up to you, then He didn’t accomplish it. If anything is up to you, He 
didn’t accomplish it. 
I’ve even heard this: you’ve got to help God save you. He can’t do it by himself. If God cannot do it by 
himself, then He didn’t accomplish it. He’s a false god. He’s a liar and you best not trust Him. If He 
didn’t do it, then we ought to stop singing ‘Jesus paid it all’. Sing, ‘He paid some of it.’ 
Now brothers and sisters, if He did not accomplish it, we are here in vain. And you can have all the 
religion you want, if this was not accomplished, we are going to hell. It’s just that blunt, it’s just that 
simple, it’s just that clear. 
But if He did do it. He doesn’t need your best and your works need not speak for you. If He did do it, 
you can leave here rejoicing that your sins are now under the blood. And He stands as your substitute, 
your mediator before God this morning. Pleading the blood. Pleading His blood. That perfect sacrifice 
that holy attainment, He’s pleading the blood. You can rest that all of my sins are under that blood. 
Did He accomplish it? Did He fail? Do we need more having to come after Him? Do we need another 
prophet after Him? 
I declare this morning He paid it all! He paid it all. Every drop of it. Every sin I was going to commit. 
Every sin I thought about committing. He nailed it to His cross and I bear it no more! Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord! 
It is well with my soul. 
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b) “It is finished” means that we have nothing to add to our salvation  
 

III. He Has Secured Eternal Life for Us 
 
A. It’s Easter folks - so our course we would be remiss if we did not remember that the validation 

of the declaration “it is finished" was the resurrection of the Son of God on the third day.   
 

B. The voice of the Son in his death - “it is finished” - the voice of the Father in his resurrection 
“yes, it is!” 
 

C. Through death he has defeated death - and in his rising he has become the first fruits of all who 
die trusting in him  
 

D. v. 30 - gave up his Spirit - pointing us to the giving of the Spirit of Christ and of life - dwelling in 
us now - the seal and the promise that our bodies will one day be raised and glorified just as 
Jesus has been 
 

E. Was he raised from the dead to live forever - then so to shall we in him! 
 

[20] But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
[21] For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. [23] But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. [24] Then comes the end, when he delivers 
the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. [25] For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. (1 Corinthians 15:20-26) 
 

F. His victory at the cross and triumphant resurrection assures us that we will live forever with him 
in his return as he comes bringing with him a new heavens and new earth - that’s the end game 
- finished at the cross - consummated at the return - foretastes of this grace now - the future 
reaches back into our lives now as we live by faith in the Son of God.  
 

G. What he accomplished at his cross was nothing less than securing for us an eternity of joy.  
1. We are told in Scripture  

a) God himself will dwell with us personally  
b) no more tears, death, mourning, crying, pain 
c) Everlasting refreshment in the life-giving water of the presence of Christ - thirst no 

more  
d) This New Jerusalem - our future residence - has no need of sun or moon for the glory of 

God gives it lights, and its lamp is the Lamb 
(1) THIS IS HIS ULTIMATE VICTORY! It is finished - it is certain it is ours  

(a) Not only ours but for all who trust in the accomplishments of Christ’s cross 
(b) Central PA, across this country, Liberia, Philippines, Nepal, Mexico, Australia, 

Saudi Arabia 
i) In that day we will see and we will know the extent of his accomplishments 

- IT IS FINISHED - God executing his plan to obtain for himself a family of 
people from every nation and tribe and tongue to GATHER AROUND THE 
THRONE TO DECLARE WORTHY IS THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN 
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(1) IT…IS..FINISHED! 
 

H. Application 
1. CALL TO UNBELIEVERS - TURN FROM SIN AND TRUST IN THE SAVIOR  
2. BELOVED As you navigate through this life there is great hope for you in weakness and 

suffering - your future is certain - Christ’s work is finished and he is returning to 
consummate  

3. Present sufferings not worth comparing to the glory that is coming 
a) It is finished, it is accomplished, he has fulfilled and will not change his mind 

 
Close 
 
The single word Tetelastai rings out from the crucified Christ like a trumpet blast: ‘It is finished’, ‘It is 
accomplished.’ The work his Father had sent him to do had been completed. The Father’s will had 
been obeyed to the last detail. The Father’s love had been revealed in its ultimate form. The Father’s 
grace had been released in the most convincing manner. The Father’s forgiveness had been purchased 
with the costliest payment. The Father’s glory had been displayed in the least expected way. The 
Father’s enemies had been definitively defeated, for the malevolent ruler of this world is powerless 
before the one who reigns from the cross. (Derek Tidball, The Message of the Cross, p. 174) 
 
Not like the words of the loved one dying - the cry of victory from the Savior now alive again to never die 
- he still speaks to us today in his rising  
 
The Scriptures are Fulfilled! You Have Nothing More to Add to Your Salvation! Your Eternity it Secure! 
 
We got a reason to celebrate this Easter morning LISTEN tomorrow…next Sunday…every Sunday…10 
trillion years from now we will sing and celebrate and dance in the victory of our Savior the Lord Jesus 
Christ - to him belong the praise and the honor and the glory forever and ever amen 
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