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Hope in the Unseen 
Romans 8:22-25 

 
Intro 
 
I remember being a young boy, growing up in Florida in largely Pentecostal church 
environment, where there was an explicit belief that if one had enough faith to confess 
and claim a miracle, one would see that miracle come to pass.  
 
This is how I saw it work 
 
Mom - lupus - confessing her healing before heading to a healing meeting with a 
prominent speaker who was known as a guy who could heal people. Thanking God 
ahead of time, claim your healing in the name of Jesus  
 
Informed us with joy - “Boys, I’m going to be healed tonight” 
 
I remember the car ride home with mom, seeing my mom broken, in tears because she 
had not been healed. 
 
That will mess with your view of theology my friend. Thankfully with the help of wise 
teachers, careful study, and compelling models of charismatic practice God helped me 
to move from an allergic reaction to spiritual gifts and so forth and into a place of faith 
and celebration of the work of the Spirit.  
 
In some Christian circles, increasingly, there is a kind of theology that says the normal 
Christian life is supposed to be one in which we walk in constant divine health and 
healing and miracles. In fact, many in those circles would say that if you aren’t seeing 
miracles on a regular basis, you aren’t doing Christianity right.  
 
One well-known speaker “If miracles don’t accompany your gospel preaching than you 
aren’t preaching the gospel” 
 
The most extreme - prosperity gospel - I don’t want to wait till I get to heaven to get my 
mansion 
 
I’m for miracles - I pray for healing with faith - we believe God can and does move in 
remarkable ways. But that is not the foundation of biblical hope 
 
Prosperity Gospel says the glory comes now - seen 
 
Christianity is not so much a religion of the eye but a religion of the ear - Rom 10 - faith 
comes by hearing  
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Matthew 16:4 - Jesus happily did miracles and healed the sick as a sign and 
demonstration for us of the nature of his spiritual salvation - he said “a wicked and 
adulterous generation looks for a sign" 
 
Matthew 7 - Miracle workers - I never knew you workers of iniquity  
 
So much of our faith is rooted in that which is not seen but rather heard - even in 
reading the Word of God - The eye makes the heart become an ear - hear the voice of 
the Lord - sheep hear my voice and follow 
 
Importance of preaching - not giving nice little talks on how to live your best life now - 
handling of eternal things - the oracles of God and his gospel that must be heralded and 
heard and received if we will be saved and walk in faithfulness with him  
 
Fruit is helpful and a gift - so often don’t see. When we don’t see a desired outcome 
even though we have prayed and asked God to move, we still have hope - for Biblical 
hope is not in what we see but what we believe by faith - hope is rooted in the unseen 
 
We continue to consider our glorious destiny in Romans 8 and Paul continues to point 
us toward what biblical, gospel hope is all about 
 
Life is hard - We all want hope - God gives us every reason for a life-time of hope as we 
make our way through this world.  
 
Explore 3 realities pertaining to Christian hope 1. The Reason We Need Hope 2. The 
Object of Our Hope 3. The Substance of Our Hope 
 
I. The Reason We Need Hope 

 
A. v. 22 for…explanation…directing our attention to v. 20-21 

1. Creation subjected to futility - as a result of Adam’s sin - creation comes 
under the curse of God 
a) Beautiful and horrifically brutal - Tennyson - “nature red in tooth and claw” 

- work is hard - sweat of the brow - calamities and disasters  
b) We lend our hand - so often exploiting and spoiling the creation instead of 

wisely conserving and stewarding - exercising godly dominion  
c) This subjection to futility is not the end game - v. 20-21 subjected to futility 

“in hope” - what is that hope? That the creation will be set free from 
bondage to corruption - when Christ returns all who eagerly await his 
appearance will obtain the glorious freedom of the sons and daughter-
heirs of God and receive their inheritance - v. 18 suffering not to be 
compared  
 

B. v. 22 for…we know creation is groaning in the pains of childbirth until now 
1. Paul describes the experience of the futility of creation - the suffering and 

calamity present throughout creation as like a pregnant woman crying out in 
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pain - groaning through the painful ordeal - throughout creation is a 
“symphony of sights” 
 

Illustration:  
She’d been told that childbirth was going to be painful. But as the hours wore on, 
nothing bothered her — even without an epidural. 
“I could feel that my body was changing, but it didn’t hurt me,” recalled the 
woman, Jo Cameron, who is now 71. She likened it to “a tickle.” Later, she would 
tell prospective mothers, “Don’t worry, it’s not as bad as people say it is.” 
(3/28/19 New York Times) - Genetic mutation no pain or anxiety 
 
Kate - I know I’m the one going through it. Genesis 3 part of the curse - epidurals are 
remarkable common grace. 
 

2. Here’s the thing about the pain of child birth - the end result of that pain is 
precious life 

3. Pain and groaning - not groaning in its extinction - groaning which is the labor 
of the creation in this present time but listen - life is waiting to be born - life is 
coming - glorious freedom from corruption, death, and decay  
 

C. V. 23 not just creation - but we ourselves - Christians - redeemed image-bearers 
of God - recipients of grace - we ourselves - who have the first fruits of the Spirit 
- we groan inwardly  
1. This should immediately disabuse any notion that to receive grace and the 

Spirit means that we don’t suffer as other do - or groan as others do in their 
suffering  
a) We suffer like everyone else - more so at times - we sign up for suffering - 

because of his grace there is no limit to what he can ask of us - no easy 
outs 
 

Illustration: Over the past few weeks over 120 Christians have been killed by Islamic 
terrorists - groans that are held in the dying hearts of the faithful - persecuted Christians 
- Rev. 6:9-11 “how long O Lord, will you bring justice to the wicked who put your saints 
to death?  
 

D. Generally speaking - all people everywhere know grief and suffering and groan 
with tears - but there is a difference for the believer - indwelt by the Spirit of God 
- we groan with hope - our groaning is not directed to God in anger but before 
God in hope for he has told us what our future is  
1. Make no mistake - while in this life - we suffer - we groan  

 
E. Application 

1. You groaning? You aren’t at this moment it won’t be long: 
a) Financial struggles 
b) Relational difficulty - kids - singleness - loneliness  
c) Physical challenges and disease  
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d) Disappointment about what your life could have been? What you think it 
should have been?  

e) Sin and temptation - those moments when we are convicted of our sin and 
we see it in its ugliness - we wince - we groan  

2. Natural groaning because of suffering apart from Christ is futility - it is merely 
the natural complaint of one who is suffering 

3. Groaning for those in Christ - indwelt by the Spirit - is a reminder to our souls 
that divine life is coming - we are created in Christ Jesus for more - relief is 
coming - renewal and restoration is coming  
a) First fruits - the life of the risen Christ reaches back from the eternity of 

glory into our lives now - the Spirit seals and strengthens us now - God 
breaks in and powerfully changes whole situations and environments - 
always incomplete - but we groan for we know there is hope beyond our 
present experiences of suffering  
 

[20] Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. 
You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. [21] When a woman is 
giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has 
delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human 
being has been born into the world. [22] So also you have sorrow now, but I will 
see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from 
you. (John 16:20-22) 
 
II. The Object of Our Hope 

 
A. Paul goes on - informing us what exactly it is that we hope for - the outcome of 

our hope - “we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies” 
1. Excuse me - aren’t we already adopted? Yes - Abba, Father 

a) We have not yet come into the full experience of adoption - we are God’s 
children now - but we are not yet what we will be when we see Christ - 
consummation of the glorious achievements of the cross - we groan for 
that consummation - our hope is projected onto that consummation  

b) The redemption of our bodies - excuse me - aren’t we already redeemed 
by the blood of Christ? YES! We have not yet entered into the 
consummation of that redemption - resurrection bodies - glorified and 
made perfect - free from suffering and sin  
(1) The outcome of our hope - bodies glorified - inheritance received  

 
Illustration: There is a nobility to our bodies - we have fallen in sin and the image of 
God marred by sin - but still dignity - unlike super spiritual views of the body - created by 
God - future redeemed and glorified. More truly human than we have ever been. One 
pastor - in comparison with the sparkling glory that is ours we are like vegetables now. 
 

B. This! this is our great hope - this is the hope we enter into when divine grace 
wakes us up to the beauty and glory and necessity of Jesus Christ v. 24 in this 
hope, we were saved 
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C. Application 
1. Hope because the object and outcome of your hope is glory and renewal - 

that’s why groaning for that glory is appropriate  
2. God intends that his children locate their hope in this future glory and grace  

a) He has purchased our redemption and future glory at the highest cost - 
the life of his beloved Son - this all by his grace 

b) Don’t seek to locate your hope in temporal outcomes - place your hope 
fully in the glory promised that is coming  
(1) Look at the disarray of our culture and government - may be tempted 

to locate our hope in getting the “right” candidate into office  
(a) Hopeful and prayerful - but if the communists take over - our hope 

is not resting here - it is outside the reach of politicians and kings 
and rulers  
i) Helpful barometer to measure to what degree the object of our 

hope is in the return of Christ and the glory that is coming is 
how much we are given over to anxiety and despair when life 
does not produce the outcomes that we hope for.  

c) More - the substance of our hope  
 

III. The Substance of Our Hope 
 
A. v. 24 Were saved into this hope - Paul then wisely addresses our natural human 

tendency to locate our hope in other places than “this hope” of future glory 
  

B. This hope is unseen - if it’s seen it’s not hope - who hopes for what he sees?  
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
(Hebrews 11:1) 
 

C. We have not received the object of outcome of our hope - the glorious future 
eternity that is coming is unseen - it is only apprehended by faith  
1. Oh, there are moments when God’s power breaks in - but even these 

moments are lights on the floor of the plane directing us toward the exit  
 

Illustration: Music from another room - sweet, touching deep into our souls but we 
have not yet entered the room. Do you hear the music? The mellifluous voice of the 
Shepherd “glory is coming” Oh we hear the marvelous music of the gospel but we 
haven’t seen yet what is coming.  
 

D. If we hope in what we do not see we wait for it with patience. All seems a little 
obvious - why?  
1. Wise pastor - when we are suffering - especially prolonged suffering - a most 

common temptation is to become impatient with God and to locate our hope 
in immediate relief  

2. But - those who understand that our hope is not ultimately in immediate, 
temporary alleviation of suffering - but that our hope is in the unseen but soon 
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to be revealed glory of our adoption and redemption in the day of Christ - 
those are able to be PATIENT in the present time while suffering  
a) Oh groaning / tears are appropriate - not slap on a silly grin - we ask God 

and he is merciful. 
b) We must be careful that we make demands of God as if we are wiser than 

he is - groaning becomes grumbling  
(1) Groaning before God in our suffering is appropriate and holy  
(2) Grumbling to God in our suffering is sinful and should be put to death 

c) Wait with patient under his sovereign love - trusting that he is at work in 
suffering - making us more like Jesus - stimulating hope outside of our 
circumstances - in the unseen - ultimately in God  
 

Illustration: Health and wealth Gospel is anti-Bible - anti-God - it is insisting that one 
places hope in seeing results now - not hope in the unseen but coming glory - normal 
Christian life is freedom from suffering - ever read a Bible? That is faith in the seen - not 
hope in future grace - what is promised and is coming and yet is unseen now. 
 

E. Application 
1. We look at circumstances (seen) and let that inform hope - God graciously by 

his Word - informs us, reminds us, promises us of future glory and grace so 
that the substance of our hope would be located in the unseen but the 
coming glory  
 

[8] Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see 
him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, [9] obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 
1:8-9) 
 

a) We pray that God will move now in our lives - and he does - but overall 
hopes is the great unseen hope - WE WILL SEE  
 

Hope has been associated with our experience of salvation from the beginning. 
Our salvation, while definitively secured for us at conversion, has always had an 
element of incompleteness, in which the forward look is necessary. (Doug Moo, 
NICNT: Romans, p. 544) 
 

2. Suffering - that hope - patience - trust - forward look - CULTIVATE - USE 
ROMANS 8… 
 

The promise of glory has the power to lift a struggling saint out of complacency 
and shift him into high gear. If we sense the greatness of the glory to come, we 
cannot be typical modern people—grasping, self-preserving, timid. This gospel 
confidence makes us more than conquerors through the One who loved us 
enough to buy all of this for us at his own expense and pour it all into our laps as 
a gift of grace. (Ray Ortlund Jr., Supernatural Living for Natural People, p. 100) 
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3. Go all out for God - lay it all on the line  
a) Kill your sin  
b) Love your church - Gospel Culture - make it your aim to pursue  
c) Church planting 
d) Go to the nations and die - greatness of the glory that even death cannot 

take from you  
4. Through it all in this present time - we don’t see but we do hear! God speaks 

to us 
a) I will never leave you or forsake you and will bring you into that holy and 

blessed world of love 
b) I will work all of even your suffering for your good (Romans 8) 
c) I will fully and finally defeat all of your enemies  
d) I will come to you and you will see me I will bring you into an eternity of 

love, joy, grace - a humane, kind, glorious world forever  
(1) Place your hope there - in him - in his promises - so that you can wait - 

wait with patience - If I know that I have a large inheritance coming - I 
can be patient  

(2) In those seasons of struggle and suffering and groaning - when we 
don’t see the way forward - we may say with the Psalmist  
 

[5] I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; [6] my soul waits 
for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the 
morning. [7] O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast 
love, and with him is plentiful redemption. [8] And he will redeem Israel from all 
his iniquities. (Psalm 130:5-8) 
 
I had a dream that I was waking 
At the burning edge of dawn 
And I could finally believe 
The king had loved me all along 
I had a dream that I was waking 
At the burning edge of dawn 
I saw the sower in the silver mist 
And He was calling me home (Andrew Peterson) 
 

Close  
 
Hope in the unseen. Hope beyond what our eyes can see but what is certain  
Let every groan in this life remind you that glory is coming  
 
Let the preeminent object of your hope be the day of Christ - your adoption and 
redemption draw nigh 
 
Let the substance of your hope rest in God’s promises - even when we can’t see and 
we’re fumbling in the dark - we are making our way to that great day when our faith 
becomes sight  
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 [1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 
[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also, he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
(Revelation 21:1-5) 
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