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Abundant Grace for the Fallen, Part 2 
Romans 5:21-21 

 
Intro 
 
If I were to ask you the question “who are you?” how would you describe yourself - what’s your bio 
Me - I’m a Man, Husband, a Father, a Brother, Son, Uncle, Cousin, Eagles Fan 
Young friend informed me that I ruined the sermon for him last week 
 
There are a million ways to describe each one of us - our ethnicity, our economic status - poor or well-
off financially - education level - College attended - degrees with letters after one’s name PHD, MBA - I 
have letters after my name - GED 
Or our work - policeman, stay-at-home mom, cashier, lawyer 
Hobbies - skater, runner, bibliophile  
What we’ve gone through - cancer survivor, war veteran, divorced 
So many ways to describe who we are - people are fascinating and complex  
 
Underneath all that complexity - there are only 2 basic and fundamental identities to describe who we 
are 
According to the Scriptures we are either In Adam or in Christ  
In Adam = enemy of God, guilty, under the judgement of death 
In Christ = forgiven, redeemed, adopted, possessing eternal life 
 
As you can see this is of utmost importance - no more basic or important description of who we are - 
eternity hangs in the balance 
 
Our text speaks of these 2 options - these 2 identities as Paul, through the Holy Spirit, continues to 
describe the salvation of God for sinners through justification by faith apart from works - free gift of 
righteousness in Christ  
 
READ TEXT  
 
The ruin of Adam is not to be compared with the grace of Christ other than to show how superior is the 
grace of Christ  
The righteousness is far greater than the ruin 
The grace is far more abundant than the guilt 
 
3 Weeks - this week we devote our attention to v. 15-17 - Paul unfolds the superiority of Christ - the 
supreme nature of his grace for those who are have moved from being “in Adam” to being “in Christ” 
 
The grace of Christ is 1. Greater than Sin 2. Greater than Condemnation 3. Greater than Death 
 
I. Greater than Sin 

A. Last week we looked mainly at verses 12-14 
1. Through the transgression of Adam in the garden sin entered the world as did death - sin’s 

shadow and constant companion 
2. Now all die because all sin - because when Adam fell in the garden, all of humanity was 

affected, his sin and guilt and death is our dreadful inheritance 
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a) All die because all sin and all sin because we have inherited a nature that is inclined 
toward sin - inclination away from God and towards a desire to be “like God” - I will be 
the captain of my life not God - bleak picture of our ruin 

b) Thankfully, Adam’s sin and death is not the last word - v. 14 “he was a type of the one 
one who is to come.”  
(1) As our representative head - Adam’s sin imputed to us and death in our sin  
(2) Through faith - Christ’s righteousness and life imputed to us - far surpassing the 

ruin! 
 

B. V. 15 “the free gift is not like the trespass” - that free gift being the gift of righteousness - grace 
of justification in Christ - it is not like the sin of Adam - it is in fact radically dissimilar - one of 
these things is not like the other… 
1. How is not like the trespass - not saying the blatantly obvious that sin isn’t like 

righteousness. 
a) Through Adam’s sin the many have died - in fact, as you know all do indeed die 
b) MUCH MORE - far greater than Adam’s sin is the free gift of righteousness imputed to 

us in Christ - his glorious and perfect righteousness counted as ours by the grace of God  
c) This grace is immeasurably superior to the corruption we have in Adam’s sin for “the 

grace of that one man Jesus Christ” abounds for underserving sinners and is FAR 
GREATER than the reality of our sin and sins 

d) Didn’t just even up the score - It ABOUNDED FOR MANY! Not just adequate but 
abounding! O never look at the reality of indwelling sin and feel that there is a lack of 
grace for your need - O never think there is a stinginess in God! There is no lack of grace 
- it ABOUNDS to the underserving - such is the nature of grace 

e) FAR GREATER - MUCH MORE - than our sin and guilt is the justifying grace of the one 
man Jesus Christ. 

Illustration: Julia Harriette Johnston, born in Ohio in 1848, daughter of a Presbyterian pastor was an 
author and hymn-writer and in 1910 wrote a words to “Grace Greater than Our Sin.” It was intended as 
a commentary on Romans 5 and in contemplating our text she penned: 
 
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, 
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
 

C. Application 
1. Behold the liberality and generosity of God in Christ - Beloved - we may rightly say “my cup 

runneth over with abounding grace” 
a) The grace of Jesus Christ is greater than our sin - breaks the power of sin over our lives  

2. Aware of our sin - amazed at God’s grace - we should be the most humble people in the 
world! 

3. He has cast our sins from us through the grace of Christ 
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Greater than Sin 
 
II. Greater than Condemnation 

A. v. 16 The free gift of justifying grace is dissimilar yet again in this - not only greater than our sin 
but greater than the result of sin - the condemnation that is ours because of our sin - make no 
mistake - because of our sin their is guilt, judgment, holy wrath  
1. The result - the judgment of Adam’s sin and ours = condemnation - condemned by God 
2. Free gift following many trespasses - for we are born in sin and we prove out that we are 

sinners through a million sins we commit - many - oh so many! 
a) Rightly condemned and cast off - BUT NO - FREE GIFT - JUSTIFIED AS A FREE GIFT! 

(1) Adam brought condemnation under God 
(2) Jesus brings commendation before God - right standing  

[6] For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. [7] For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—[8] but 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. [9] Since, therefore, we 
have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
(Romans 5:6-9) 
 

3. Condemnation = wrath  
4. His cross - in our place condemned he stood -purchased that free gift with his blood - 

bearing our sin and the condemnation for our sin 
a) He was sinless - and became our sinless sacrifice  

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, 
my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:11) 
 

5. Iniquities = condemnation - counted righteous  
 

B. Application 
1. Christian Friend - NO LONGER CONDEMNED - WE SHOULD BE - FREE GIFT INFINITELY 

SUPERIOR TO THE CONDEMNATION THAT IS OURS IN ADAM  
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) 
 

2. FREE GIFT - WHAT GRACE  
That one single misdeed should be answered by judgment, that is perfectly understandable: that the 
accumulated sins and guilt of all the ages should be answered by God’s free gift, this is the miracle of 
miracles, utterly beyond human comprehension. (Charles Cranfield, ICC: Romans, p. 286) 
 

3. Can’t full comprehend but we can truly - amazed at this miracle of miracles - in light of our 
many sins - no condemnation rather justification   

4. It’s much easier to be aware of sin - we feel it - the guilt and reality of it  
a) The harsh words / irritable anger  
b) Clicked on that website again 
c) Jealousy / lack of contentment - bitterness - not the life I dreamed of  

5. The power of sin broken (point 1) - the presence of sin remains till we see Christ  
a) Preach the gospel to ourselves and one another - to daily see Christ with eyes of faith - 

Not condemnation - justification - when the cruel accuser reminds us of our many 
trespasses:  
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When the devil throws our sins up to us and declares that we deserve death and hell, we ought to 
speak thus: ‘I admit that I deserve death and hell.  What of it?  Does this mean that I shall be 
sentenced to eternal damnation? By no means.  For I know One who suffered and made satisfaction in 
my behalf.  His name is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Where he is, there I shall be also. (Martin Luther, 
Luther: Letters of Spiritual Counsel) 
 
for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. (1 John 
3:20) 
 
Happy lot for those in Christ - no condemnation rather justification  
 

C. Greater than sin, greater than condemnation - there is more! 
 

III. Greater than Death 
A. V. 17 - the judgment for sin is death 

1. Physical yes - and spiritual  
a) Fellowship shattered - 3:8 the heard the Lord walking in the garden - they hid 

themselves - alienation  
b) 3:19 - curse - “for you are dust and to dust you shall return” 

 
B. Because of Adam’s trespass death reigned over human history - you know this - deeply - we see 

it all around us - a great shadow over our lives - corruption  
1. The loss of those we love  
2. We ourselves wasting away  
3. The creation subjected to futility  

a) It is the ultimate mystery - scary - distract ourselves  
4. HELL - the second death  

 
C. Into that reality of the reign of death MUCH MORE “those who receive the abundance of grace 

and free gift of righteousness will reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.” 
1. For the Christian it is not a matter of muddling through somehow, narrowly avoiding death - 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN WE WILL REIGN IN LIFE through the resurrected and victorious and 
living Jesus Christ - doesn’t say life will reign - we will reign - has he been raised - so shall we 
- does he reign? So shall we. Christ comes to those doomed to die: 

[14] Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
[15] and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 2:14-
15) 
 

2. Out of the fear and dread of the tomb - Jesus I come to thee! 
3. Even as he was raised - we to shall be raised - ASTONISHING we will reign with him in his 

everlasting kingdom! 
(3] No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and 
his servants will worship him. [4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] 
And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 
and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:3-5) 
 

a) We would be happy with a cot on the back porch - we are destined for thrones! 
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(1) 1 Cor. 6 - judge angels  
(2) Jesus said we will rule cities  

(a) Hard to comprehend but true! 
4. Those who receive this free gift  

a) Free gift 5x - not a 95% off Groupon - just pay a little bit with our good works - 
absolutely free - cannot earn it - never deserve it - received with empty hands of faith - 
grace, righteousness, life  
 

D. Application 
1. We will “reign in life” - doesn’t feel like it - that description is far removed from our daily 

live - the reality of suffering - feel more the reality of our ruin than our destiny of reigning  
a) Note the “will” - it is future  

Illustration: Prince William - destined to reign - but it is not yet time 
Illustration: 4 thrones in Cair Paravel - many hardships and a long journey to be endured before they 
take their rightful place as the chosen royalty of Narnia 
 

2. Now and not yet 
3. 2 errors 

a) Over-realized eschatology - thinking that our future should be our present  
Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! 
And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! (1 Corinthians 4:8) 
 

(1) Blessings now - future glory breaks into the present at times - healing, restoration - 
foretastes of future glory and grace - long for consummation 

b) Under-Appreciation of our sure and certain future - anxiety and worry  - our future is 
reigning in life!  

[8] He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the 
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. [9] It will be said 
on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; 
we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” (Isaiah 25:8-9) 
 

c) You are married to a princess - treat her accordingly  
d) It is the royal of God that we serve and bless and encourage - sacred community of 

honor  
e) Our kids - receive the free gift is primary  
f) Our friends who don’t know Christ - you don’t have to die - sin removed, condemnation 

born away, future reigning in life - RECEIVE THE FREE GIFT  
 

Close 
 
Whether we are condemned or justified, whether we are spiritually alive or dead, depends on which 
humanity we belong to — whether we still belong to the old humanity initiated by Adam, or to the 
new humanity initiated by Christ. (John Stott, Men Made New, p. 28) 
 
Far greater than the guilt and condemnation of Adam is the righteousness and life in Christ  
 
Make the move this morning from the guilt and death of Adam to the righteousness and life of Christ - 
receive the free gift of grace in the gospel - only feel your need of him  
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His Word lifts our gaze to the glory and supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ - his abounding grace is 
sufficient, his victory is complete, his love is everlasting  
 
He is ours and we are his through faith alone 
 
Who am I? “I am in Christ” - he is our boast and our song and our joy! 
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