
Living Hope Church 22 July 2018 

1 

 

Abundant Grace for the Fallen, Part 1 
Romans 5:12-21 

 
 
Intro 
 
Last year, sports and entertainment website The Ringer took survey of their staff - it’s intended purpose 
- important information - to discern what are the top 50 fast food items in America 
 
Can you guess number 1? Chick-Fil-A waffle fries…c’mon son…I love my waffle fries as much as the next 
guy but number 1? Chicken sandwich not till number 5? Five guys not till number 10? 3 different fries in 
the top 10? 
 
I’m thinking somebody got paid off 
 
In our western culture - perhaps this is universal - we love to debate about who are what is the greatest 
of all time - the GOAT 
 
Greatest President - Was it Washington or Lincoln? 
 
Greatest Movies of all time - spoiler alert - it’s LOTR trilogy 
 
Greatest Super Bowl of all time - clearly SB52 - listen folks I’m just here to help 
 
We want to know who was of greatest consequence to their sphere of influence? Who made the most 
important contribution in their field? 
 
Our text holds up the two most important people in history in terms of what they have contributed to 
humanity - our forefather Adam and the Lord Jesus Christ  
 
Apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, continues to proclaim the good news of 
justification by grace through faith and in our text, he directs our attention to Adam and Jesus to explain 
what exactly Christ accomplished in order to make us right with God.  
 
What he overcame to save us from death and judgment.  
 
Two most important contributions to humanity - Point - In Adam we have inherited guilt and death but 
Jesus is infinitely superior to Adam - his salvation infinitely superior to our ruin - God intends that we 
would have confidence about his grace that we might locate all our hope and faith and joy in him.  
 
We cannot think to highly - we don’t even come close - my aim this morning as it is each and every 
Sunday is to magnify the grace of Christ - my aim is the aim of Scripture to elevate your esteem, 
affection, and worship of the risen Christ of the Cross. 
 
Romans 5:12-21 is one of the most difficult and controversial passages to interpret in all of Pauline 
literature. (Thomas Schreiner) 
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Because this is a grand edifice of doctrine to be scaled early on this week I decided to slow down again 
and so we will spend 3 weeks in this text 
 
Mike Lilley - going slow - 15 months in a chapter and a half - he got saved! 
 
Three points mainly in v. 12-14 –  
1. Adam’s sin  
2. Our guilt in Adam  
3. God’s salvation  
 
I. Adam’s Sin 

 
A. v. 12 - therefore - if you’ve been following along you well know that Paul, throughout Romans is 

making and building the argument for the glorious gospel of justification by grace alone, 
through faith alone apart from works - counted as righteous through faith though sinners still - 
EXPLAIN V. 1-11 therefore - comes at this reality from a different angle by comparing Adam and 
Jesus Christ  
 

B. Just as sin came into the world through one man - that man being Adam of Adam and Eve fame 
- and Paul directs our attention to that familiar story in Genesis chapters 2 and 3 
1. God creates all things and declares his creation to be good - in fact very good 
2. Including Adam and from Adam, Eve - created in God’s image - free from sin - moral free-

agents - capacity to choose not to sin - fellowship with God in the garden 
3. 2 trees - tree of life - tree of the knowledge of good and evil -  

 
[16] And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 
[17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
 

4. Serpent tempts Eve - has God said? you will not die - you will be like God - she eats - beings 
fruit to her husband - and he eats - in that one simple act - sin came into the world - not just 
eating a piece of fruit - cosmic disorder and judgement - in that one sin we find the 
substance of all sin 
 

The point of the “fall” narrative in Genesis is to point to the human desire for autonomy from God. To 
“know good and evil” is to become the determiner of good and evil; it is to decide for oneself what is 
right and wrong and not submit to any external law. In short, to seek the knowledge of good and evil 
is to desire emancipation from God; it is to want to be “like God.” (Herman Bavinck, Reformed 
Dogmatics, p. 25) 
 

5. Our temptation - you will not die - Whenever we sin - we walk in Adam’s footsteps - I will 
decide what is right and wrong and will not submit to God - in those moment we want to be 
“like God" 
 

C. Sin came into the world through “one man” - what a dad-gummed minute - what about eve 
1. Time only allows me to say this - God holds men responsible in ways that are unique from 

women - make not mistake he holds men and women alike responsible for their lives - 
husbands God holds you responsible the most weighty terms for your wife and children - 
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sacred trust - approach soberly and seriously - aware of a great responsibility - whole series 
  

D. Adam sinned and God was true to his word - the curse of death was proclaimed - not only 
physical death - they didn’t die immediately - spiritual death - communion broken - alienation 
from God - they hid from him and God pronounced judgment  
 

E. A kingdom of beauty, purity, magnificence - Adam through his one act of disobedience brought 
sin into the world - a dark shadow invades and, in its wake - death and all its tentacles that 
course through the creation - suffering, disorder, decay, alienation from God and others 
1. Death is sin’s shadow - death is sin’s constant companion 
2. OH HOW DREADFUL TO READ THAT SIN CAME INTO THE WORLD AND DEATH THROUGH SIN 

a) Not an accident - death is not just a natural part of the life cycle – invasion 
 

F. Note sin into the world through Adam - Creator and Sovereign over all things - God is not the 
author of sin  
1. In a mysterious way he has allowed sin and is sovereign over sin but without guilt - 

absolutely impeccable and holy 
 

“The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 
just and upright is he. (Deuteronomy 32:4) 
 
“Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding: far be it from God that he should do wickedness, and 
from the Almighty that he should do wrong. (Job 34:10) 
 

G. If God created all things - isn’t sin a thing? Yet God is not the author of sin - Adam brought sin 
and death into the world 
1. Straining the boundaries of our comprehension - doubt those who profess certainty on 

matters that the Bible doesn’t explicitly speak to - what is revealed will suffice.  
2. Adam found guilty - entrance of sin and death - it gets worse… 

 
II. Our Guilt in Adam 

 
Stanislav Petrov may not be a household name, but without him, there may not have been any 
households at all. The lieutenant for the Soviet Union Air Defense Forces was working an overnight 
shift in September, 1983, when his computer showed that five U.S. missiles were heading toward his 
country. He could have immediately reported the missiles, which likely would have resulted in all-out 
nuclear war, but he didn’t. Something wasn’t right; why would the Americans only send five missiles? 
He checked the computer and confirmed it was a malfunction. NPR reports that that incident and the 
Cuban Missile Crisis are considered the closest instances of nuclear exchange between the United 
States and the Soviets—and the former was prevented by a single man trusting his gut. 
(readersdigest.com) 
 

A. Mr. Petrov’s decision changed the course of history - many people here - saved the lives of 
millions. Adam’s decision doomed the lives of billions - in fact all 
 

B. The result of Adam’s sin is that death came into the world - not just for Adam and Eve but for all 
humanity. Why? V. 12 “death spread to all men because all sinned” - and here what theologians 
call the doctrine of “Original Sin” comes to the fore  

http://readersdigest.com/
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1. Adam represented us in the garden - he was humanities “federal” or “covenant” head - 
when he sinned, his guilt and his death was imputed to each and every one of his offspring 
a) Romans 6:23 says that wages of sin is death and all die because all sin 

(1) Not just like Adam - but in Adam 
(a) V. 15 - “many died through the one man’s trespass 
(b) v. 16 - judgment followed the one trespass that brought condemnation to us 
(c) v. 17 - “one trespass led to condemnation of all men 
(d) v. 19 - one man’s disobedience the many made sinners” 

 
C. IOW - we are born w/ inherited sin and guilt - we don’t just commit sin - we are by nature 

sinners from birth 
 

Illustration: in the 4th and 5th century AD, a theologian named Pelagius came to the fore, and what he 
is most famously known for is denying this doctrine of original sin. He proposed that man is not born 
with a corrupted nature - an inclination away from God and towards sin - he taught that we are born 
innocent with a blank slate 
 
Humans, whose souls were created pure by God, are still today born in the same state as Adam was 
before the fall: sickness, suffering, death, and so on are not punishments visited upon sin. Human 
beings are still completely free and can of themselves know and do the good: they have no need of 
grace. It is indeed possible for them to abstain from all sins, and a few have in fact attained this ideal. 
(Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 3, p. 86) 
 
Clear contradiction of our text 
 
Through the opposition of Augustine and other he was finally declared a heretic but echoes of his 
teaching reverberate to this very day 
 

D. Whether we find it distasteful or unfair or disturbing the Scriptures are clear 
 

E. As the population grew from Adam and Eve’s offspring we read: 
The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (Genesis 6:5) 
 
God judged through the flood but even after… 
 
And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse 
the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever 
again strike down every living creature as I have done. (Genesis 8:21) 
 

F. All throughout Scripture 
 

Who can say, “I have made my heart pure; I am clean from my sin”? (Proverbs 20:9) 
 
Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. (Ecclesiastes 7:20) 
 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. (Psalm 51:5) 
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among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:3) 
 
in and of ourselves - it is our “nature” 
 
Simply put: 
 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Romans 3:23) 
 

G. v. 13-14  
1. Sin was in the world because of Adam before the law was given to Moses - but it was not 

counted - doesn’t mean didn’t matter - without the score card of the law to keep track 
2. Yet, yet death reigned from Adam to Moses - even over those who didn’t sin like Adam 

a) Adam broke God’s law  
b) Moses law was given  
c) In that age between when mankind didn’t have a written command - death continued 

because sin persisted - all born with Adam’s guilt  
 

H. Application 
1. Objection - that’s not fair - why am I guilty for something I didn’t do? Delving into mystery 

here  
a) Hard to understand - let me attempt 2 analogies  

(1) When we elect representatives to the congress - they act on our behalf - even ones 
we didn’t vote for - we aren’t involved in the many decisions that they make while 
they’re in office - decisions that affect our lives in significant ways  

(2) We are more than happy to receive the benefits that those who came before us 
struggled and fought and worked for. We are glad when we inherit what we have 
not earned - of course we take a negative view if for instance we inherit taxes that 
must be paid 

(3) Neither of these are exactly analogous  
(4) Remember - God chose Adam to be our representative - perfect choice - we must 

understand we would do no better 
 

Because there can be no doubt that nothing shocks our reason more than to say that the sin of the 
first man made guilty those who, so far from that source, seem incapable of having taken part in 
it…Nevertheless without this most incomprehensible of all mysteries we are incomprehensible to 
ourselves. (Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 3, p. 101) 
 

2. Apart from the testimony of Scripture - You see in a million ways in yourself - it is the 
explanation that makes sense from reason  
 

So strong so universal is the conviction of the sinfulness of the entire human race that if anyone were 
to make the claim of being sinless, we would all immediately attribute it to a lack of self-knowledge, 
to pride or mental illness. (Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol. 3, p. 89) 
 

3. We are born sinful and we prove that out through the many sins we commit - the sins of 
each and every day - have lack of knowledge? - have a couple kids 
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I. Directed towards our desperate plight - born in corruption and sin and guilt - facing death - 
experiencing spiritual death - separation from God in our sin 

J. Don’t turn away - see it, own it, let it cut your soul open and look again to verse 14 
 

III. God’s Salvation  
 
A. “Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come” Oh what relief! Adam’s sin is not the end 

of the story - another has come THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
1. Adam, Adam is a type, a shadow, how so? 

a) Adam’s sin and death were imputed to us - counted as ours 
b) Christ’s righteousness and life are imputed - counted as ours through faith! Justification. 
c) Within the way God has designed the universe - Christ has come as our new federal 

head - our new representative before God 
 

God has always dealt with mankind through a head and representative. The whole story of the human 
race can be summed up in terms of what has happened because of Adam, and what has happened 
and will yet happen because of Christ. (Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Romans, Vol. 4, p. 178) 
 

d) What has happened? THE CROSS - bore our sin and the judgment of death for our sin - 
tasted death that we might not die 

e) What will happen? Full and final salvation - eternal life is ours 
(1) SO Christ’s righteousness and life INFINITELY GREATER THAN ADAM’S SIN AND 

GUILTY  
(a) Next week in this text we look fully into v. 17 - THE ABUNDANCE OF GRACE AND 

THE FREE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH THE ONE MAN JESUS CHRIST! 
ABUNDANCE OF GRACE FOR THE FALLEN AND HELPLESS - THOSE DOOMED TO 
DIE! 

B. Application 
1. Don’t need more information - Christianity is not just moral instruction - NEED A SAVIOR - 

THE ANTI-TYPE OF ADAM  
a) Christianity is about victory over the grace, righteousness, eternal life, undoing of the 

curse   
2. Sinless Substitute - bled for Adam’s helpless race 
3. Take sin seriously - its end is death - playing with sin? Oh, turn and kill it and grab hold of 

Christ  
4. Suffering and death - Long for heaven - WE STILL DIE PHYSICALLY BUT RESURRECTION IS 

OURS 
a) Renew all things - all that has been corrupted in Adam - cleansed and made new - no 

more suffering, no more tears, no more death - locate your hope on what Christ has 
purchase for you  

b) The plight of billions - how can we not tell them? OH THAT WE WOULD RISE UP WITH 
HEARTS OF LOVE THAT BREAK FOR THOSE DOOMED TO DIE - EVEN TO THE NATIONS! 
 

Close 
 
In Adam we have inherited guilt and death but Jesus is infinitely superior to Adam - his grace is infinitely 
superior - God intends that we would have confidence about his grace that we might locate all our hope 
and faith and joy in him 
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Come let us magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
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Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 

 
 
 


