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 A Good Servant of Christ Jesus (Ordination Sermon) 
 1 Timothy 4:6-16 
 
Introduction 
 
 A. It is always an honor for me to preach here at Living Hope Church.  Today is extra-

special. 
 
  1. Our task this morning is to formally ordain Kirk Gable as an elder and pastor 

(same thing) in Sovereign Grace Churches (already set in here locally). 
 
  2. Kirk passed the ordination exam (written and verbal) with flying colors.  He 

did some really fine work.  The exam was administered impartially by elders in 
our region. 

 
 B. The sermon today will serve as a charge to Kirk.  For you, the congregation, it will 

give you a window into the task and responsibility that Kirk is willingly and gladly 
taking on. 

 
  1. Kirk is a bi-vocational elder (unlike Ben).  This means he works a full-time job 

and then invests significant time in this church (bi meaning two).   
 
  2. I have the highest regard for Kirk, in part, because I do the same thing.  I work 

for my son Ryan and I work for Living Hope.  There are challenges. 
 

“Some people say, “You can’t expect laymen to raise families, work all day, and 
shepherd a local church.”  But this is simply not true.  Many people raise families, 
work, and give substantial hours of time to community service, clubs, athletic 
activities, and/or religious institutions.  The cults have built up largely lay 
movements because of the volunteer time of their members.  We Bible-believing 
Christians are becoming a lazy, soft, pay-for-it-to-be-done group of Christians.  It is 
positively amazing how much people can accomplish when they are motivated to 
work for something they love.  I’ve seen people build and remodel houses in their 
spare time.  I’ve also seen men discipline themselves to gain a phenomenal 
knowledge of the Scriptures.  The real problem, then, lies not in men’s limited time 
and energy but in false ideas about work, Christian living, life’s priorities, and - 
especially - Christian ministry.”  Alexander Strauch, Biblical Eldership, p. 28 

 
 C. The keys to successful ministry in the church by anyone are these important 

positions: 
 



Living Hope Church July 8, 2018 
 

2 

 

  1. Desire for the task (not under compulsion) 
  2. Called by God and affirmed by others (internal and external) 
  3. Love for Jesus Christ and His bride (you must love the people of God) 
  4. Unhappiness with the status quo (we aim for maturity and equipping saints) 
 
 D. In this text the Apostle Paul is giving Timothy a charge and an explanation of how to 

be A Good Servant of Christ Jesus (my title).  Read the complete text and pray. 
 
  1. Please note the word if in verse 6.  This isn’t automatic.  This is hard work.  

The phrase “these things” refers in part to the words preceding our text.  
Here is the context: 

 
   • How one ought to behave in the household of God (3:14) 
   • The mystery of godliness ... Jesus Christ (3:16) 
   • A warning that some will depart from the faith (4:1) 
 
  2. Paul then moves on to explain faithful ministry.  We will see 7 words or ideas 

in the text that will describe the responsibility of a faithful pastor. 
 
I. First word is servant 
 

1 Timothy 4:6a (ESV) “[6] If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a 
good servant of Christ Jesus” 

 
 A. As you step into this role, the first thing to be clear upon is this.  You are a servant.  

More, you are a servant of Christ Jesus. 
 
  1. This means your first concern is to please Jesus because He is your master.  

The saints in this church are not your master.  These things usually align but 
not always. 

 
Galatians 1:10 (ESV) “[10] For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or 
am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a 
servant of Christ.” 

  
1 Corinthians 4:1-2 (ESV) “[1] This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. [2] Moreover, it is required of stewards that 
they be found faithful.” 

 
  2. Servants serve.  In serving we seek to emulate the example of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus came to serve, not to be served (a snare to think people exist for 
pastors). 
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Mark 10:45 (ESV) “[45] For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”   

 
  3. Kirk, if you prove to be a faithful servant and minister of the gospel, the good 

people of this church will encounter Jesus Christ in you and through you. 
 
 B. Servants are humble people.  Servants are unselfish people.  Servants lay down 

their lives for others, in this case the flock of God, which Jesus obtained with His 
own blood.    

 
II. Second word is grounded 
 
 A. This word does not directly appear in the text but we see the concept in verse 6. 
 

1 Timothy 4:6 (ESV) “[6] If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a 
good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good 
doctrine that you have followed.” 

 
  1. “Being trained in the words of the faith” refers to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

When the Apostle Paul gives us an imperative (command) it is regularly 
preceded by the indicative (a statement of fact) because your only boast is in 
the cross of Christ. 

 
  2. And there is the good doctrine.  Doctrine matters.  We are all theologians and 

we all believe and practice what we think is true and best.  Doctrine is lived. 
 
   Ex: In my 20s I blew off doctrine.  I had practical books on marriage and 

parenting. No theology (study of God).  I figured they argue, it isn’t 
solved, so why bother. 

 
 B. Kirk, you must be grounded in the gospel of Jesus Christ and good doctrine.   
 
  1. Tighten your grip on the gospel.  Keep the cross in view.  The price Jesus paid 

means sin should not surprise us but we always have an offer of grace for 
thirsty sinners. 

 
III. The third word is godliness 

 
1 Timothy 4:7 (ESV) “[7] Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train 
yourself for godliness.” 
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  1. We tend to think of ourselves as scientific and sophisticated.  Surely we would 
not be duped into things that aren’t solid truth.  Yet it happens in the church 
of God. 

 
   Ex: Gold dust on hands, seeing angels, giving money into a TV ministry, 

glory clouds, god fillings, and it goes on and on (could happen but not 
ultimate).  They have nothing whatsoever to do with godliness (Satan is 
an angel of light). 

 
  2. Kirk, train yourself for godliness.  Note, it doesn’t say pray for godliness.  Of 

course we pray but we understand the pursuit of godliness involves your 
effort.  

 
“The rich etymology of discipline (train) suggests a conscious divestment of all 
encumbrances, and then a determined investment of all of one's energies. Just as 
ancient athletes discarded everything and competed gumnos (naked), so must the 
disciplined Christian man divest himself of every association, habit, and tendency 
which impedes godliness. Then, with this lean spiritual nakedness accomplished, he 
must invest all his energy and sweat in the pursuit of godliness. The lithe, sculpted 
figure of the classic Greek runner gives the idea. Stripped naked, he has put his 
perspiration into thousands of miles for the purpose of running well. Even so, the 
successful Christian life is always, without exception, a stripped-down, disciplined, 
sweaty affair. The understanding that vigorous spiritual discipline is essential to 
godliness accords with the universal understanding that discipline is necessary to 
accomplish anything in this life.”  Kent Hughes, Disciplines of a Godly Man 

 
   Ex: The debate rages over whether Michael Jordan or LeBron James is the 

best basketball player ever.  Natural talent?  Yes, but they discipline 
themselves. 

 
 B. Kirk, train yourself for godliness.  Take care of your life and let God build the 

ministry.    
 
  1. Avoid myths and speculations and subjective ideas.  You must be grounded in 

objective truth (a rock) which is the Word of God. 
 
  2. You do so, because verse 8 says godliness has value in the present life and the 

life to come.  We value things that matter in eternity.  The rest is 
commentary. 
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IV. The fourth word is example 
 
 A. Paul gives five categories for your consideration and application. 
 
  1. Speech (first, because the tongue can set a forest ablaze, Godly Isaiah woe is 

me) 
  2. Conduct (humility, encouragement) 
  3. Love (covers a multitude of wrongs) 
  4. Faith (unbelief is sin) 
  5. Purity (sexual fidelity) 
 
 B. Kirk, do as you like with everything else.  But, pay close attention to your life 

because your life will affect others. 
 

“It is not left for us to determine, whether there shall be any influence; only, what 
that influence shall be.  Walking with the wise - under their instruction, 
encouragement and example - we shall be wise.”  Charles Bridges, Proverbs 
Commentary, p. 164 

 
“I realize that the greatest gift I can give my fellow-Christians is the gospel itself.  
Indeed, I love my fellow Christians not simply because of the gospel, but I love them 
best when I am loving them with the gospel!  And I do this not merely by speaking 
gospel words to them, but also by living before them and generously relating to 
them in a gospel manner.  Imparting my life to them in this way, I thereby 
contribute to their experience of the power, the Spirit, and the full assurance of the 
gospel.”  Milton Vincent, A Gospel Primer, pp. 26-27  

  1. We cannot expect the church to excel in evangelism, or prayer, or giving, if 
our example is not compelling.  You will aim to live without guile. 

 
  2. This church will follow where we lead.  But if our words are far better than 

our lives the hypocrisy will eventually emerge and many lives will be ruined. 
 
V. The fifth word is Scripture 
 

1 Timothy 4:13 (ESV) “[13] Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” 

 
 A. He we see three uses of Scripture: 
 
  1. Public reading (in case they don’t read it, all they had) 
  2. Exhortation (steer in the right direction, encourage, urge) 
  3. Teaching (equip the saints) 
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 B. There are lots of things that will compete for your time and attention.  Devote 

yourself to the Word of God.  It is doubtful that we can know the Word of God too 
well. 

 
  1. We need the Word of God to see and discern rightly. 
 

Psalm 119:105 (ESV) “[105] Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
 
  2. Keep your love of the Word of God burning brightly.  Use the Word of God to 

minister to others (we don’t just offer happy-clappy advice).  We offer life 
(the Word of God). 

 
VI. The sixth word is progress 
 

1 Timothy 4:15 (ESV) “[15] Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that 
all may see your progress.”  

 
 A. Good news!  Pastors have the opportunity to grow.   
 
  1. Through the years your preaching, teaching, leading, counseling, discipling, 

and equipping abilities should grow and increase. 
 
   Ex: Pursue growth.  Over the years I took PC classes to stay sharp and to 

grow.  Preaching, counseling, leadership, etc. (preaching grew). 
 
  2. Read a wide range of books (posture yourself as a learner) and ask questions 

when you are around other leaders.   
 B. The trust of the people in you as a leader and pastor will increase as they see you 

grow.   
 
  1. They don’t expect perfection.  They do expect us to own our errors and 

mistakes.  As you make progress by grace you find your kingdom impact 
increases. 

 
  2. People will follow your leadership happily if they see progress in you. 
 
VII. The seventh word is guard 
 

1 Timothy 4:16 (ESV) “[16] Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. 
Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 
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 A. There is always the danger of shipwreck.   
 
  1. Robert Clinton is his book on leadership estimates that, in the Bible, 75% of 

leaders do not finish well.  They go off-course. 
 
  2. How will you, Kirk, avoid that? 
 
 B. I’d suggest: 
 
  1. Pay attention to your marriage (love Amanda), parenting (get help), and 

finances.  Sex, kids, money.  This is usually where the ship crashes. 
 
  2. Your fellowship with fellow pastors and trusted saints will help you navigate 

life. 
 
  3. Over the years I recruited people to pray for me.  The last thing I wanted to do 

was harm the church of Jesus Christ (keep me out of ministry, end the 
church). 

 
 C. Guard means constant vigilance. 
 
  1. Beware ease and comfort.  Keep a close watch on yourself and your doctrine. 
 
Conclude 
 
 A. Paul throws a lot at Timothy, I’m throwing a lot at you, but it is all important.  To 

understand pastoral ministry study 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus.   
 
  1. These 7 words that will make or break your ministry.  I’m confident of good 

things. 
  2. Servant, grounded, godliness, example, Scripture, progress, guard. 
 
Pray 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 

you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 

By Ken Mellinger 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 


