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Gospel Culture: Generosity 
2 Corinthians 8:9 

 
Intro 
 
Gospel Culture - the characteristic features of our collective experience in the church - the vibe -  
 
Also like bacterial culture - swab in petri dish - grow from a small sample to a large amount for testing - JESUS yeast 
 
Humility - an honest assessment of our sinfulness and God’s holiness that position us to receive the grace of God 
and count others as more important than ourselves 
 
Godliness - because of the grace of God we seek to be imitators of God in his holiness and love 
 
Fellowship - Sharing our experience of God together 
 
Generosity - a readiness to give lavishly, bountifully - above and beyond even what duty requires 
 
The context of the verse we read out the outset - calling the Corinthian church to generosity and places the Gospel 
in front of them (and us) as the primary model and motivation for a generous life  
 
Explore generosity - 1. The Generous God, 2. The Generous Heart, 3. The Generous Life 
 
I. The Generous God 

 
A. As Creator of all things - he owns everything 

 
[1] The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, [2] for he has 
founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. (Psalm 24:1-2) 
 
[10] For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. [11] I know all the birds of the hills, and 
all that moves in the field is mine. [12] “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are 
mine. (Psalm 50:10-12) 
 

B. He owns all things - Creator and Master - yet wonder of wonders - he is a supremely generous God - he 
surrounds us with good gifts - sunshine, water, food, family, friendship, humor, constellations and 
canyons and forests and mountains and oceans! 
 
1. Could have given us a gelatin - Chocolate! Coffee! Brisket and wood to smoke the brisket! Materials 

necessary for Chipotle 
 

C. Liberally and to all - He makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and 
unjust alike.  
 

D. Problem - we don’t acknowledge rightly - Romans 1 - although we knew God we did not honor him as 
God or give thanks - wrath of God revealed 
 

E. This good and generous God did not leave us to our own devices facing his righteous judgment - reveals 
himself as transcendently, infinitely generous - oh friends our verse - hallowed ground - READ  
 

F. Consider what is being said here  
 
1. We were poor - no deepest poverty  
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a) Alienated from God - facing judgement - incapable  
 

2. Christ who was rich beyond fathoming - anyone more rich than the Son of God - owner of all things - 
resplendent in glory and beauty - worth more than all princes and Kings - infinitely greater in worth 
than all-stars, and rivers, and diamonds, and rubies, and peoples and nations together - NO ONE 
RICHER 
 
a) THIS ONE - this one of the greatest wealth became poor 

(1) Handling holy things - let these verses land on your soul afresh as a tidal wave of grace 
 

[5] Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, [6] who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7] but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. [8] And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-8) 
 

(2) THE CROSS - humility and generosity - no greater wealth - no greater poverty - in our place - 
wrath of God - HE BECAME POOR - OH HIS POVERTY!  
 

3. That we might become rich - RAISED - every spiritual blessing - forgiveness of sins, justification, 
adoption, secure in the love of God, eternity of joy and glory 
 

4. AND THIS IS GRACE of God that “We Know” - What joy that we know! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ denotes the utterly undeserved, royally free, effective, unwearying, 
inexhaustible goodwill of God, active in and through Jesus Christ, God’s effective, overflowing mercy. (David 
Garland, NAC: 2 Corinthians, p. 376) 
 
Illustration: Doesn’t just open up the divine wallet and fork over the funds necessary to make us rich - he opened 
up the wounds of his willing Son to supply all that we need 
 

G. Application 
 
1. CALL TO UNBELIEVERS - BRING YOUR NEED 

 
2. Paul uses this verse to provoke the church in Corinth to be generous people 

 
a) When we see this model - BANNER PLACED OVER OUR LIVES - one cannot but feel the divine 

motivation of the grace of God be generous towards God and others 
 

b) A selfish Christian is obscene in light of the Christ and to be repented of 
 

II. The Generous Heart  
 
A. The Gospel stirs within us a desire, and eagerness to be generous - liberal - head-scratching givers for this 

is what God has done for us 
 

Our giving is a reflexive response to the grace of God in our lives. It doesn’t come out of our altruism or 
philanthropy—it comes out of the transforming work of Christ in us. This grace is the action; our giving is the 
reaction. We give because He first gave to us. (Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, p. 31) 
 

B. Not “niceness” - Not paying dues  
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Illustration: Islam - alms-giving – tax 
 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

1. God cares about the attitude as much as the act 
 
a) Doesn’t mean we wait - God meets us in the giving 

 
C. Every reason to be cheerful generous givers 

 
1. We get to reflect Christ - demonstrate the grace of Christ to those around us 

 
a) God moves his mission forward through generosity  

 
D. Full of faith  

 
1. Sowing and reaping  

 
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. (2 Corinthians 9:6) 
 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. (2 Corinthians 9:10) 
 

a) Harvest of Righteousness - THOSE WHO HUNGER - we grow more in godliness, more like Jesus, 
the righteousness that is accounted as ours in Christ works its way out in beautiful expressions of 
righteousness through our generosity 
(1) How much do you want?  

 
Illustration: Simple but effective analogy - more seeds more harvest - apple trees - vice versa  
 

b) Note the grace - he provides the seed - we are faithful - we reap the harvest - behind and before 
us by his grace in our generosity - means and motivation 
 

2. Invest in heavenly treasure  
 

[19] “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in 
and steal, [20] but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-
21) 
 

3. Leave all of it behind - We can’t keep our money - we can send it on ahead (Alcorn) - foolproof divine 
investment strategy  
 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose (Jim Elliot) 
 

4. Again what grace - rewards - treasure because of heaven wrought generosity! 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Generous heart is cheerful and full of faith - every reason for this 
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a) Cheerful - We walk in the footsteps of the one who loved us and gave - he uses our generosity 
for his glory and the good of those we love 
 

b) Faith - harvest - treasure in heaven - because of his grace 
 

III. The Generous Life 
 
A. How do we work this out?  

 
1. We repent of the ways we are inclined to look to money or stuff to give us our stability, sense of 

meaning, comfort and we grab hold of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ - he is our stability, sense of 
meaning, comfort - whether we are prospering financially or struggling 
 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (Matthew 6:24) 
 
Illustration: Hoarders - dependence on stuff jacked up to 1000 percent  
 

a) Some may miss calling because of concerns over money - pour your life out and die happy and 
content in Christ looking forward to the “well done” - treasure in heaven  
 

2. We develop a conviction that God has blessed us to be a blessing - we are simply stewards 
 

You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to 
God. (2 Corinthians 9:11) 
 

a) THE REASON  
 

3. We live our eyes with a view of eternity - cultivate a view of eternity - use our money that 
demonstrates we have eternity in mind 
 

I’m convinced that the greatest deterrent to giving is this: the illusion that earth is our home. (Randy Alcorn, The 
Treasure Principle, p. 46) 
 

a) READ BOOK 
 

4. We seek to wisely steward our money 
 
a) Get out of debt 

 
b) Make a budget - understand and plan giving 

 
c) Bumper sticker - “practice random acts of kindness” - lightest of spiritualties – better 

(1) Deliberate acts of planned generosity 
(a) Tithe, ministries  

(2) Sensitivity to spontaneous opportunities  
(3) BUILD INTO OUR CHILDREN 

(a) No money? Time, Energy - serve - give of yourself cheerfully - remind that God is 
pleased 

(4) TEEN OR YOUNG ADULT 
(a) Start now - fight the voices EVERYWHERE that tell you more is happiness - LIE! 
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5. Give with faith  
 
a) God is our provider 

 
b) God intends to meet us in our giving - cheerful and full of faith - REAPING AND SOWING, 

HEAVENLY TREASURE 
  

Illustration: Giving to walk for life 
 

B. What a privilege to pursue a sacrificial, generous life! God receives the glory  
 
1. Oh what can God accomplish through the faithful generosity of his people - the poor cared for - the 

orphan and widow provided for - the proclamation of the Gospel in this local church -  the worldwide 
evangelization of the Gospel  
 
a) What a privilege and a joy to give all that we have for the glory of God! 

 
Close 
 
Randy Alcorn in “The Treasure Principle” tells the story of William Borden 1887-1913 
 
“Borden, a Yale graduate and heir to great wealth, rejected a life of ease in order to bring the gospel to Muslims. 
Refusing even to buy himself a care, Borden gave away hundreds of thousands of dollars to missions. After only 
four months of zealous ministry in Egypt, he contracted spinal meningitis and died at the age of twenty-five” 
 
Mr. Alcorn visited his grave and says “I dusted off the epitaph on Borden’s grace. After describing his love and 
sacrifices for the kingdom of God and for Muslim people, the inscription ended with a phrase I’ve never forgotten: 
“Apart from faith in Christ, there is no explanation for such a life.” 
 
Oh friends, Gospel Culture produces this kind of life. May it be said of us - Apart from faith in Christ, there is no 
explanation for our lives 
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