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Growing in the Grace of God 
Titus 2:11-14 

 
Intro 
 
Springtime - It is the wonderful time of year when the trees and bushes bud and begin to 
blossom with flowers. Grass stands up in brilliant green. 
 
Because of my brown thumb I’m gearing up for another series of crippling failures in gardening 
and taking care of my lawn. I do know theoretically: 
 
Growth involves energy and location. 
 
Energy - chlorophyll absorbs sunlight, nutrients are derived from the soil, plants drink in water 
 
Location - right place for sunlight, pH balance in the soil, ample water, temperature - don’t 
plant apple trees on the beach 
 
Growth in the Christian life also necessarily involves energy and location 
 
Energy - the gospel of grace: the sunshine of God’s love, the living water in Christ 
 
Location - Christian community 
 
The Gospel applied to our lives in the context of community = growth = maturity = discipleship 
 
Going and growing series  
 
Jesus says go, we go with the presence of God, in the power of God, into a harvest 
 
Move toward the “growing” now - not forgetting about our going - let’s get on the same page 
about what we see as most important to grow as disciples of Jesus and to help others grow too 
 
Growing in the Grace of God - Gospel of grace - this morning we will look at the energy for 
growing next week location 
 
From first to last our Christian lives are dependent upon the grace of God - let’s receive this 
grace anew - let’s commit ourselves to be a culture of grace so that we can see true, lasting, 
meaningful growth 
 
 
I. Grace Saves Us 

 
A. Verse 11 - “for the grace of God has appeared 

 
1. Grace = the underserved, unearned, unmerited, loving kindness and blessing and 

goodness of God has appeared 
 
a) Cloud of grace? No - Jesus Christ  

 
(1) Jesus is so associated with the grace of God so as to be interchangeably 

named - he is the embodiment of all that God’s grace is 
 

B. Grace (He) comes “bringing salvation” - what is the nature of this salvation? 
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[3] For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 
hating one another. [4] But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, [5] he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6] whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, [7] so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7) 
 

1. Jesus is the salvation bringer - through his perfect life, substitutionary death, and 
victorious resurrection - he JUSTIFIES us - makes us right and acceptable before a 
holy God 
 
a) He brings salvation to us within himself - to be “saved” is to come into Jesus - 

take him and trust him wholly as he is 
 
(1) Salvation is not just a list of benefits - justification, forgiveness, adoption, 

loved forever - it is “in Christ” that we receive grace 
 

The gospel offer is Christ himself in whom the blessings are found…salvation 
becomes ours in Christ and not merely through Christ. (Sinclair Ferguson, The 
Whole Christ, p. 47) 
 

(2) He is not just the means to receive the grace of God - he is the grace of God 
for us 
 

C. For all people 
 
1. not universalism - speaking of the breadth of his salvation - not the particularity 

 
a) The gospel of grace goes out to all people regardless of ethnicity, nationality, 

gender - ALL who come to Christ and receive him receive salvation - no 
prohibited categories or classes of people  
 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. (Isaiah 
55:1) 
 

2. Without qualification - everyone come - on the grounds of sheer, pure, beautiful 
grace! 
 

D. Application 
 

a) Rejoice in the grace of God this morning - the gospel way better than you 
remember - it is GRACE!!! 
 
(1) God didn’t send Jesus so he could love us - he sent Jesus because he loves 

us - John 3:16 - THIS IS THE NATURE OF HIS GRACE 
(2) We didn’t negotiate a contract with him - we had no bargaining power only 

need - he made a promise to us - he made the first move - we didn’t 
deserve - WHILE WE WERE STILLL SINNERS… 
 

Who can understand the riches of the glory of this grace? Here this rich and divine 
bridegroom Christ marries this poor, wicked harlot, redeems her from all her evil, 
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and adorns her with all his goodness. Her sins cannot now destroy her, since they 
are laid upon Christ and swallowed up by him. And she has that righteousness in 
Christ, her husband, of which she may boast as of her own and which she can 
confidently display alongside her sins in the face of death and hell and say, ‘If I 
have sinned, yet my Christ, in whom I believe, has not sinned, and all his is mine 
and all mine is his. (Martin Luther, The Freedom of the Christian) 
 
[21] For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 
Grace saves us and grace and grace trains us 
 
II. Grace Trains Us 

 
A. Verse 12 - The grace by which we are saved - Jesus - also trains us how to live a life 

pleasing to God 
 
1. Renouncing ungodliness and worldly passions (putting off) 

 
2. Living self-controlled, upright, godly lives (putting on) 

 
a) How do we grow in this way? Trained by grace 

 
B. Counterintuitive - grace always is 

 
Illustration: Drill instructor screaming at us until we get it, Teach walking around wrapping 
knuckles with a ruler - we are inclined to think we need a drill instructor - instead we get a 
Savior! 
 

C. Every Christian who loves Jesus longs for the beautiful life described here - we work to 
help each other grow up and mature in these ways prescribed by God - we do so by 
applying the gospel of grace - we are trained by God’s grace 
 
1. If we are struggling in a particular area - what we need most is not more discipline, 

more accountability (good things) - we need to be trained by grace 
 
a) See and experience the grace of God in the beauty of Christ in such way that we 

want to obey God - out of that we pursue all practical means to grow 
 
(1) Danger of a thin veneer of morality instead of a grace infused keeping in 

step with the Spirit and bearing fruit 
 

b) Verse 13 - Experience the blessed hope of the appearing of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ - fullness of grace coming 
 
(1) Appearing 2x - we are trained as we look back to the cross and ahead to 

future grace - the grace that is coming at the coming at return of Christ - 
This is what we need to hold in our minds and hearts so we can be trained 
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Sometimes Christians are eager to go on to the “deeper truths” of the Christian life. There 
is, of course, a genuine progress in understanding that marks maturity. But in reality what 
we need is to dig down deeper into the first principles of the gospel. (Sinclair Ferguson, 
The Whole Christ, p. 110) 
 

D. Legalism is always lurking - we are hardwired - earn God’s love and others must earn 
ours 
 
1. I’m sure we can all pass a true/false questions - am I saved by works - I’m talking 

about something much more subtle, hidden, insidious 
 
a) Symptoms of legalism: 

 
(1) Looking down at others or envying the gifts of others 
(2) Other’s sins are worse than mine (marriage) 
(3) Impatience (kids) 
(4) Touchy, oversensitive, angry when others criticize you 

 
2. Disguised as serious about holiness, righteous anger, stand up for what I believe in 

 
3. Out of self and into Christ - We must be trained by the grace of God 

 
a) Everything we have is gift from God - we have nothing to boast in and we trust 

God knows what’s best for me 
 

b) I am the foremost sinner I know and am able to be gentle with others in their sin 
because Jesus is kind and gentle towards me in mine 
 

c) Patient when others move slowly - God is with me 
 

d) Able to receive criticism and disagreement - I’m humbled enough by the cross 
informing me that the perfect Son had to die in order for my sin to be dealt with 
- to know that there are lots of reasons for criticism and lots of grace to grow - 
GOTTA FEW MORE 
 
(1) MORE THAN BEING NICE - I’ll try to be nice - trained, adjusted, adjusted, 

melted, heart breaks open in a desire for love and humility 
 

E. Trained by the gospel when suffering condemnation 
 
1. Busy mom - no quiet time in two months  

 
2. Failed again looking at porn, another angry conflict with your spouse 

 
a) Maybe God is fed up with me - maybe his grace is not quite enough to cover me 

 
b) Our justification is settled - we don’t strengthen our justification through our 

sanctification - GRACE!!! 
 

F. Our fellowship must be marked by the grace of God so that people can grow 
 

a) Gentle, patient, straightforward - Gospel + Safety + Time 
 

b) Bringing law down on each other won’t produce growth - grace will  
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[20] If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were 
still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations—[21] “Do not handle, Do not 
taste, Do not touch” [22] (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—
according to human precepts and teachings? [23] These have indeed an appearance 
of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, 
but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. (Colossians 2:20-
23) 
 

c) We aren’t done with helping each other until we have pointed each other to the 
grace of God so that it can train us to live in a way that pleases God - reminding 
each other of the blessed hope we have in Christ’s coming 
 

[13] Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your 
hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
[14] As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, [15] but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct (1 Peter 1:13-15) 
 
Balanced faith looks back restfully upon the revelation of God’s grace and looks 
forward hopefully to the revelation of God’s glory (John Kitchen, The Pastoral 
Epistles for Pastors, p. 536) 
 

G. When new folks come - will they understand the sheer, free, unfettered nature of God’s 
grace - that they need only come to Christ to receive salvation - will they think they 
have to adhere to a bunch of extras in order to become a Christian? 
 

III. Grace Energizes Us 
 
A. Verse 14 - He gave himself for us - how sweet and precious - melts the heart anew - 

for this purpose: 
 
1. To redeem us - we were underwater in our mortgage, bankrupt - he took over our 

debt 
 

2. To purify us - to clean us up - out of lawlessness, disobedience to God and into 
good works 
 

B. Note: “zealous” - fervent, passionate, energetic, intensity towards good works - 
towards godliness. 
 

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. (Romans 12:11) 
 

1. How will find this zeal? By applying the grace of God to our efforts  
 
a) Note what verse 14 is saying - our zeal for good works is a product of the self-

giving love of Christ - his grace is the source of our energy to pursue godliness 
and good works 
 

b) It is not unreasonable of God to call us to be zealous for he provides the grace 
to energize our zeal 
 
(1) We are his people - we belong to Jesus - he commands our destiny - he has 

procured all of the grace we need to be all of who Jesus wants us to be 
(2) GIVEN US HIS SPIRIT - HE IS WITH US 
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C. Application 
 
1. How does one become zealous? The Gospel stirs us and strengthens us. 

 
2. Coolness? Lack of zeal? We must return again and again and again and again to the 

gospel of grace and find there the beauty of Christ, the sacrifice of Christ, the grace 
of Christ 
 

3. Gaze into the glories of the cross so that in the power of the Spirit we rise up as 
happy laborers and zealous workers 
 

Ex. In worship - I never want to sin again - the joy of heaven when we won’t 
 

a) Till our hearts burn to glorify him - is any effort to great for our beautiful Jesus?  
 

b) Commit anew to be a student of the gospel, a sharer of the gospel 
 
 
Close 
 
Right here, right now, God’s grace operates to make us the kind of people who live 
the kind of lives that honor God and benefit others and ourselves. The grace of God 
extends the power not just to rescue us from an evil world, but to transform us in 
the midst of it. (John Kitchen, The Pastoral Epistles for Pastors, p. 534) 
 
Grace saves us, grace trains us, grace energizes us - from first to last and everywhere 
in-between it is all of God’s grace! 
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