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Going Into the Harvest 
Matthew 9.35-38 

 

Intro 

Are you a glass is half-full or half-empty kind of guy or gal is common, clichéd, question that 
gets at something true - in our personality makeup we tend toward optimism or pessimism  
 
God though, presents us with a third way - “spiritual realism” 
 
Christianity is not looking at the world through rose-colored glasses - all victory and glory - 
happy all the day - there is a rugged, realistic view of things informed by Scripture. In some 
ways we have the capacity for the greatest kinds of sorrow and pain because God has given us 
insight into the true nature of sin and death and judgment.  
 
But the Christian perspective must not be about giving oneself over to a pessimistic view of the 
world where mainly what we experience is embattlement and anxiety over the state of things. 
God is powerfully at work in the world and is coming again to restore all things.  
 
Christians should not be optimists; we know too much about sin. We should also not be 
pessimists, for we know the living God (Tim Keller) 
 
Accurate, biblically informed assessment of sin and the brokenness in the world and faith in the 
power and activity of the living God 
 
Jesus directs us into this Christian view in the area of mission; that our hearts should break for 
the plight of the lost, but that we should be full of faith that God intends to bring the lost into 
his kingdom 
 
As we head into our building - church plant - two months - let us hear from Jesus this morning 
as he calls us to pray for his mission to save sinners and make disciples 
 
This call to prayer:  

I. Begins in Jesus 
 
A. Verse 35 “And Jesus went” - o precious reminder of his coming - what grace! 

 
1. From heaven he came, through this earth he went 

 
a) One of us: hunger, exhaustion, pain, temptation, joy, laughter tears - he went 

throughout this world fully God and truly man 
 
(1) He did not have to come - we should not reasonably expect that he should 

come in anything other than judgment - he could have left us to our own 
devices -  the fact that we can even read of his going throughout should 
provoke amazement and worship  
 

2. He went proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom - the good news that God by his 
grace is coming to reign in the minds and hearts of the undeserving 
 

3. He went proclaiming and healing - words of life and deeds of restoration - 
demonstrations of his power over sickness and suffering - in this we are pointed 
towards his cross - the healing of the body was not his end game - the restoration 
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of the soul and indeed of all creation was his end game 
 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. (1 Peter 2:24-25) 
 

4. Yes, stir our faith to pray for the sick - he has power over - his miracles point us to 
his saving, rescuing work for us - his victory over death, sin, and Satan for us. The 
restoration of our souls is what matters most to Jesus.  
 

B. Application 
 
1. We are sin-sick, living in the shadow of death - gaping wound that we cannot heal - 

fatal wound that will take us out 
 

2. Jesus came to heal us at the deepest place - how by his wounds - through his 
substitutionary death on the cross - he shed his blood to cover our shame and bring 
us to God 
 

3. What we need most is what he brings - healing yes - deeper - the deepest healing 
for our souls - in his cross is the good news of liberation, forgiveness of sins, joyful 
life in the kingdom of King Jesus 
 
a) CALL TO UNBELIEVERS 

 
C. Jesus creates the reason for mission and  he models mission for us - word and deed - 

simple and compelling 
 
1. We share the good news with all that we can - find opportunities to share and 

support those who are - how can they call upon Jesus if they don’t hear? 
 

2. How can I bring healing, restoration, blessing to this context? 
 
a) Pray for God to move in power 

 
b) Care for the needy, move towards the suffering - opportunities in our building - 

Middletown 2.5% above 
 
(1) Adorn the gospel with the beauty of bringing restoration and blessing  

 
II. Fueled by Compassion 

 
A. Verse 36 as he went about his mission - Jesus sees the crowds around him and we see 

into his very heart - his psychology - his interior life - the way he thinks and feels 
about people. He sees them as: 
 
1. Harassed - the Jews were living under the brutal lash of moralism and heavy-

handed spiritual teachers - never measuring up - none of us to measure up to 
God’s standard. 
 

2. Helpless - unable to work anything up to bridge the gap between them and God - 
unable to make ourselves live, to see, to taste of the glory and goodness of God 
 

3. Wandering sheep without a shepherd  
a) Sheep are unable to care for themselves - they need a shepherd to guide them 

to food and water - they can’t be left alone - dependent, defenseless, 
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directionless 
 

(Reuters) - Hundreds of sheep followed their 
leader off a cliff in eastern Turkey, plunging to their deaths 
this week while shepherds looked on in dismay. 
 
Four hundred sheep fell 15 yards to their deaths 
in a ravine in a province near Iran but broke the fall of 
another 1,100 animals who survived, newspaper reports said 
 
Shepherds from that village neglected the flock while 
eating breakfast, leaving the sheep to roam free, it was reported 
The loss to local farmers was estimated at $74000 
 

b) Dependent - not able to sustain soul 
c) Defenseless - against Satan and sin 
d) Directionless - running away from God in a million different ways 

 
B. Our wonderful Jesus doesn’t look on with disdain, he doesn’t smirk, he doesn’t 

patronize - “get your act together…” - HE HAS COMPASSION 
The Greek word speaks of a warm, compassionate response to need. No single English 
term does justice to it: compassion, pity, sympathy, and fellow feeling all convey part of it, 
but “his heart went out” perhaps represents more fully the emotional force of the 
underlying metaphor of a “gut reaction” (France, NICNT: Matthew, p. 373) 
 

1. Not sentimentalism - not a hallmark sympathy card with purple flowers and a little 
poem -  sturdy, rugged, full of love - he does something about our plight - he 
sympathizes - he puts himself in our place - literally at the cross. 
 

C. Application 
 
1. If God - the offended party - has compassion on even his enemies - how can we 

not? How can our hearts stay unmoved by the plight of those around us - without 
God and without hope in the world?  
 

Did Christ o'er sinners weep? 
And shall our cheeks be dry? 
Let floods of penitential grief 
Burst forth from every eye (B. Beddome, Did Christ O’er Sinners Weep?) 
 

2. What do you see when you look at those around us?  
 
a) Facing increasing opposition to biblical values of sexuality 
b) Cross is foolishness and unnecessary  

 
3. It can be easy to feel the prick of ridicule, the seeming loss of safety and security 

and be tempted to fear, pessimism, bitterness - withdraw, hunker down 
 
a) Warm, compassionate response to need 

 
b) When we consider how offensive our sin is before a Holy God, our opposition to 

his will and his ways and then consider that his response is compassion - how 
can we not extend that compassion to those around us? 
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(1) fellow image bearers - deeper level - eternal souls - everlasting splendors or 
horrors 
 

4. Emotional margin can be hard to come by - our own suffering and struggles and 
battles 
 
a) Social media and 24 hour news cycle onslaught - numbing effect 

 
5. We need to be renewed and refreshed by Jesus again and again in order to maintain 

this warm heart of love to those around us.  
 
a) Come to our compassionate Jesus for his example yes, but for his restoration - 

his heart towards you is compassion - he has a warm, compassionate response 
to your need 
 

III. Results in a Harvest 
 
A. Having modeled mission and a heart towards the lost - he turns to his disciples and 

says - ‘Here’s the deal - there is a huge harvest out there among these lost people - 
there is a big harvest but a small amount of workers 
 
1. TBT - till that point there was one - Jesus - he is expanding his mission to his 

disciples 
 

B. What is this harvest? It is helpless, harassed, wandering, undeserving sinners, chosen by 
God’s grace in eternity past to receive his mercy in Christ’s cross - how does Jesus 
know there IS a harvest? NOT A POTENTIAL HARVEST…By his blood he will ransom a 
people for himself 
 

[9] And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people 
for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, [10] and you have 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
(Revelation 5:9-10) 
 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 
 

1. The name of Jesus - Yeshua - Rescuer! 
 

C. How does Jesus know there is a harvest? He created the harvest! 
 
1. There is a harvest of souls to be reaped - Jesus is calling for people to go and get 

them. 
 

2. Pray EARNESTLY that God, king, master, lord over, responsible for the harvest would 
send out the needed labor force to bring this harvest in  
 

D. Application 
 
1. We get this twisted - I believe it’s safe to say that we are tempted to think the 

harvest is small or not at all - to be pessimistic when see the brokenness and 
opposition to God all around us  

2. Jesus wants to give us his perspective (the one that matters) - The immensity of the 
harvest is disproportionate to the number of workers (McConnell) - FAITH! The 
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harvest is immense  
 

Ex. Paul changed from persecutor - “set me apart from when I was born” - My testimony - no 
harvest there - faithful gospel proclamation 
 

3. Pray EARNESTLY - the need is great cry out to God 
 
a) CALLING OUR CGs TO PRAY THIS WAY IN THE COMING WEEKS 

 
4. We cannot long pray this way until we hear the voice of Jesus sending us to labor in 

his harvest - in Chapter 10 he commissions theses disciples 
  
a) Make no mistake there is labor - hard work involved 

 
(1) Parenting - faithful friend - labor in the field of your home 
(2) Missional living 

 
Illustration: Neighborhood cookouts this summer - hard work for an introvert 
 

(3) Serving = essential piece to our mission 
(a) GRATEFUL FOR YOUR EAGERNESS TO SERVE 
(b) Christianity Explored - one CG wants to serve already 

 
5. The reality of a harvest is meant to encourage us to keep on laboring 

 
[9] And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 
speaking and do not be silent, [10] for I am with you, and no one will attack you to 
harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” (Acts 18:9-10) 
 

6. Our building is a barn for the harvest! 
 
a) O friends pray 

 
We shall not enquire anxiously about the minimum outlay of effort in evangelism 
that will satisfy God. But we shall ask eagerly, and pray earnestly to be shown, just 
how much it is in our power to do to spread the knowledge of Christ among men; 
and once we see what the possibilities are, we shall give ourselves wholeheartedly 
to the task. (Evangelism & The Sovereignty of God by J.I. Packer, pg. 79) 
 
Close 
 
So, as we consider our mission - to proclaim Jesus to everyone to present everyone mature in 
him = to make disciples of Jesus - Jesus orients us again this morning - going into Middletown 
as a church plant.  
 
In considering this call to pray - our missional prayers begins in Jesus, fueled by compassion, 
with faith that there is a harvest for us to labor in 
 
We consider the task - the days ahead - O we must pray!  When our compassionate Savior 
comes again - may he find us prayerfully laboring in his harvest.  
 
If we know anything of prayer, let us make it a point of conscience never to forget this 
solemn charge of our Lord’s. Let us settle it in our minds that it is one of the surest ways 
of doing good and stemming evil. Personal working for souls is good; giving money is 
good; but praying is best of all. By prayer we reach him, without whom work and money 
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are alike in vain: we obtain the aid of the Holy Ghost. Money can buy agents; universities 
can give learning; bishops may ordain; congregations may elect; but the Holy Ghost alone 
can make ministers of the gospel, and raise up lay workmen in the spiritual harvest, who 
need not be ashamed. Never, never may we forget that if we would do good to the world, 
our first duty is to pray! (J.C. Ryle, Expository Thought on the Gospels: Matthew, p. 76) 
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