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Going in the Power of God 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 
 

Intro 
 
You can grow a church without the help of the Holy Spirit 
 
Put on a good show, cool lights, smoke machine, rockin’ band, charismatic, winsome 
communicator of practical help - you’ll attract some people 
 
Form focus groups to understand how to pragmatically move towards felt needs, create robust 
systems, excel at gathering and capturing visitors - you can do all these things and yet be a 
church without the power of God at work.  
 
Which begs the question - what does it mean to be a church that functions in the power of 
God? 
 
Going and Growing series - Going in the power of God - we want to be a church that goes and 
grows by God’s power 
 
Systems are good, pragmatism has its place, but it is through preaching Christ and him 
crucified that God is pleased to build his church 
 
Jesus says go, going with the presence of God, going in the power of God  
 
Let us embrace the power of God by being people of the cross 
 
I. The Message 

  
A. Verse 1 - “when I came to you” stop 

 
1. Paul, apostle, church planter, pastor, had come to the city of Corinth preaching the 

gospel and had planted the church there - he’s reminding them of his coming 
 
a) Oh that we would be those of whom could be said “you came to us”, Oh that our 

coming to Middletown would affect the people in such a way that we could 
remind them of what occurred through our coming 
 

b) That they would know that we came to them because Christ came for us - Paul 
heard Jesus say “go” - we go too 
 

B. He came proclaiming - verse 1 announcing the testimony of God - he came proclaiming 
what God has to say 
 
1. What is this testimony of God?  What is it that God has to say?  Verse 2 God has 

announced his testimony of a crucified Son 
 
a) He didn’t come with lofty speech or wisdom - not wisdom as the world knows it 

- CHAPTER 1 
 
(1) The cross of Christ is foolish to the world - in our world of self-importance 

and self-promotion and self-love and big deal swaggering - The Greeks that  
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Paul went to worshipped strong Gods - not ones who allowed themselves to 
be crucified by human hands 
 

(2) Your God humbled himself to death?  
 

b) Note the distilled essence of his proclamation - if you could boil it all down - it 
was Jesus Christ and him crucified 
 
(1) Many things must be said about Christ and his gospel - perfect life, 

resurrection, ascension, session, return 
 
(a) The beating heart - the brilliant centerpiece of the gospel - “Jesus Christ 

died for my sins.  
 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18a) 
 

(b) The actual wooden cross that Christ was crucified on is the only the 
infinitesimally smallest piece of what he suffered 
 
i) Substitute - absorbing the wrath of God in all of its unrelieved 

intensity - the wrath we earned for our sin and faced in eternity 
without God’s intervention 
 

2. What the world holds as most foolish, we cling to as most precious 
 

The other gods were strong; but Thou wast weak; 
They rode, but Thou didst stumble to a throne; 
But to our wounds only God's wounds can speak, 
And not a god has wounds, but Thou alone. (Edward Shillito, Jesus of the Scars) 
 

C. Application 
 
1. Paul’s essential proclamation was Christ and him crucified - that’s what he was 

known for - what would others say we are most passionate about proclaiming? 
 
a) Talking about sports  

 
b) Politics - social issues 

 
c) Self - inserting favorable statements 

 
d) Complaining 

 
(1) Sports are a gift from God to be enjoyed, politics matter 

 
(2) Verse 2 - DECIDED Oh friends, LET IT BE THE CROSS 

 
But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14) 
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II. The Messenger 
 
A. So it’s a foolish message to the world - not broadly received - so God will need to send 

the best and brightest - the elite - the heavy hitters 
 

Illustration: Gospel Navy Seal team 
 

B. Let’s look at the job description 
 
1. Weakness – check 

 
2. Fear – check 

 
3. Trembling – check 

 
a) Some messenger! 

 
C. Not a “one-off” - this is God’s way  

 
[26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27] But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 
in the world to shame the strong; [28] God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, [29] so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 Corinthians 1:26-29) 
 

1. Notice - he chose us - the grace of election - sovereignty of God 
 

2. He’s not looking for impressive people - he choosing the outsiders, the 
ragamuffins, the unimpressive - good news for us 
 
a) When I think about how foolish I have been and can be - life verse! 

 
3. For we are a people of a crucified Savior - who suffered in weakness and in doing so 

revealed God’s glory and grace 
 

Illustration: Story of Gideon in Judges 6-8 - God choses a coward hiding in a well to lead a tiny 
army of 300 men against Israel’s oppressors in Midian. God has them go up against Midian with 
trumpets and empty jars. They blow the trumpets and break the jars and the Midianites turn on 
themselves and Israel wins. The glory belongs to God! 
 

D. Application 
 
1. When you consider the mission Jesus has given us to proclaim the gospel - Christ 

and him crucified - do you feel weak? scared? incapable? welcome to the army of 
God!  
 

A man small of stature with a bald head and crooked legs, in a good state of body, with 
eyebrows meeting and nose somewhat hooked. (Acts of Paul and Thecla) 
 

a) These things don’t excuse us from mission…these are the kind of people God 
uses 
 
(1) The Holy Spirit - Acts 4 - courage for weak and weary folks 



Living Hope Church 5 March 2017 

 
4 

 

b) In this season - repent of fear that leads  to unfaithfulness - set ourselves anew 
towards the task of sharing Jesus with those who need him so desperately - 
without hope and without God in the world 
 

c) When is the last time you shared Jesus with an unbeliever? Invited someone who 
isn’t a Christian to church so that they can hear the gospel? 
 

 [23] Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
  Try me and know my thoughts! 
 [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
  and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24) 
 

2. We ourselves need to hear this gospel  
 

3. As we live near the cross - we are humbled - we can be honest about our 
weaknesses - softening effect - long to exalt Christ - he is preeminent  
 

If we really understand that Christ experienced the agony that we deserved to 
suffer, how can we possibly exalt ourselves or any other human leaders? (Crag 
Blomberg, NIVAC: 1 Corinthians, p. 59) 
 

4. As we see the lengths that Christ went to, the depths of his self-giving love - we 
want to share him - FEAR OF MAN - EXALTING OF SELF - what do others think of me 
evaporates in contemplation 
 

III. The Miracle 
 
A. Verse 4 - the message of the cross didn’t (and still doesn’t) sound plausible to the 

world. Why does the Christian find the cross glorious and the non-Christian finds the 
cross ridiculous and unnecessary? What makes the difference - Only - explanation - the 
power of God 
 
1. Ephesians 2 - dead in our sin and trespasses - unwilling WORSE unable to respond 

to the gospel with repentance and faith and joy 
 

B. So Paul reminds them  - his gospel proclamation was verse 4: 
 
1. Not this - not plausible words of wisdom  

 
2. But this - demonstration of the Spirit and of power 

 
a) Hmmm - what is Paul referring to?  

 
(1) Paul did miracles is this what he is referring to. I don’t think so - let’ s talk 

this through 
 
(a) Paul did at times work the miraculous, gloriously so, in order to 

demonstrate the reality and power of Jesus 
 
i) We should pray and anticipate God working powerfully! 

 
(b) Paul did not always work miracles - Timothy and his stomach 

 
(c) THESE ARE VERSES ABOUT HOW UNIMPRESSIVE HE IS! 
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(2) Further, in this context, this verse can’t be primarily be about miraculous 
signs 
 

[22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, (1 Corinthians 1:22-23) 
 

(3) The demonstration of the Spirit’s power is most dramatically seen in the life-
giving, regenerating work of the Spirit - bringing the dead to life! 
 

[4] For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, [5] because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction. (1 Thessalonians 1:4-5a) 
 

(4) The existence of the Corinthian church - and every faithful church - is 
evidence of the Spirits power - spiritually dead pagans and rebels now 
become obedient sons and daughters - miracle! 
 

If you see the crucified and risen Christ as the most precious thing in the world, you are a 
walking miracle (John Piper) 
 

3. Surrounded by walking miracles! 
 

It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that 
the dullest most uninteresting person you can talk to may one day be a creature which,if 
you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a 
corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. All day long we are, in 
some degree helping each other to one or the other of these destinations. It is in the light 
of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and the circumspection proper to 
them, that we should conduct all of our dealings with one another, all friendships, all 
loves, all play, all politics. There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere 
mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to ours as 
the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and 
exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors (C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory) 
 

C. What is the means that God uses to bring about the miraculous work of saving sinners 
and building his church - the proclamation of the cross! It is here, in the Christ of 
Calvary that God has chosen to invest his power to save. 
 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words 
of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (1 Corinthians 
1:17) 
 

D. Verse 5 - why does the God shows his power in this way and not through our 
impressiveness? So that our faith rests in his power to save 
 
1. Not gurus or preachers 

 
E. Application 

 
1. Is your faith resting in him - suffering? Power to save points towards his keeping 

power 
 

2. Do you have faith that God uses weak messengers with a glorious message to create 
the miraculous? 
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a) Repent of pessimism - season of reflection and repentance in preparation for 
the building 
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Romans 1:16) 
 

b) Sovereignty - let’s cry out to God - let’s spend of withholding the message of 
the cross - receive fresh grace 
 
(1) We might truly be those who proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone - do we want 

that? Let’s do it! 
 

Close 
 
We are people of the cross and in the message of our crucified Savior is the very power of God 
to save and to sanctify  
 
This is how we continue to build this church into the power of God 
 
This gospel is the power of God that we go into our building with  
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