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Jesus Says Go 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 
 
 

Intro 

Becoming overly familiar with holy things 

In 2 Samuel we read of the account of King David bringing the Ark of the Covenant back to 
Jerusalem. The Ark--that sacred wooden chest overlaid with gold and holding the law of God 
written on stone tablets. 
 
[5] And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the LORD, with songs 
and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. [6] And when they came 
to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of 
it, for the oxen stumbled. [7] And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, and 
God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God. 
[8] And David was angry because the LORD had broken out against Uzzah. And that place 
is called Perez-uzzah to this day. (2 Samuel 6:5-8) 
 
The people of Israel had been warned by God that they were not to touch the Ark of the 
Covenant and even though Uzzah was well meaning, he failed to understand the absolute 
holiness of God and the weight of his instructions about approaching the ark.  
 
We must be careful that do not emulate Uzzah’s error of becoming overly familiar with holy 
things - specifically - we do well to be on guard for any tendency to treat Holy Scripture this 
way.  
 
To become so familiar with certain texts that we begin to ignore them instead of giving them 
the hearing and response that is appropriate 
 
Texts like Matthew 28:16-20 - “The Great Commission” - can become so familiar that we allow 
ourselves to side-step - mental assent that doesn’t lead to action. Thank God that he gives us 
his Word in a book so that we can be adjusted by Jesus again and again 
 
We are continuing in our “Going and Growing” series in which I am endeavoring to envision and 
position us as a church plant in the Middletown/Hummelstown area as we go into our building 
 
We will let Jesus himself inform our reason and motivation for going  
 
[16] Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. [17] And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. [18] And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
18:16-20) 
 
I. Go In Submission to Jesus 

 
A. Mission flows out from God - missionary God - Missio Dei  
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B. From Christ to his followers 
 

[21] Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.” [22] And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. (John 20:21-22) 
 

C. Sent by God to save sinners - the context to this commission is the cross of Christ 
 
1. He died in the place of sinners and rebels - taking our sin and the judgment we 

earned for our sin as our substitute - raised from the death - defeating sin and the 
grave 
 
a) He has accomplished all that was necessary in his divine rescue 

 
2. Now he sends us out to proclaim his victory as the means of bringing the lost into 

salvation  
 
a) Invites all to come 

 
[28] Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. (Matthew 11:28-29) 
 

b) Arrived with a heavy soul? Guilt shame 
 
(1) Come to Jesus and find rest 

 
c) He never says “go away” to anyone who comes to him. All that come to him he 

says “go and bring me more.” 
 

D. Note verse 18 - All authority has been given to him - therefore go 
 
1. The reason we go is because King Jesus says so 

 
a) What we ultimately need is not a heart for those who don’t know Jesus 

 
(1) Our hearts should break for the desperate plight of those who don’t know 

Christ - break our hearts afresh for those who desperately need the gospel  
 

b) It’s not more training (though helpful) - our greatest need is to see the Lord 
Christ, risen in power, calling us out into the harvest fields 
 

[12] Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven 
golden lampstands, [13] and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed 
with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. [14] The hairs of his head were 
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, [15] his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 
[16] In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, 
and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 
[17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, [18] and the living one. I died, and behold I am 
alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. (Revelation 1:12-18) 
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c) We know his glorious love and we love others by pointing them to him 
 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all! 
 

2. When our hearts are captured by his glory, his beauty, his grace, it is a very natural 
thing to respond to his voice of command 
 

Illustration: reflexes - doctor hits knee with hammer, leg goes up, healthy reflexes. Obedience 
to Christ is the reflex of the healthy Christian 
 

E. Application 
 
1. King Jesus calls us into the world to proclaim his gospel for the salvation of sinners 

 
Many local churches have ceased fishing for men and have become keepers of the fish 
tank (Jared C. Wilson, The Pastor’s Justification, p. 99) 
 

2. Are you submitting? Submitting is a dirty word in our culture - freedom in 
submission 
 
a) Repentance and faith 

 
b) Obedience is inherent in trusting Jesus because we take him as he is - King, 

Sovereign.  
 

Missio Dei must be understood as the foundational concept that launches the church from 
the place of worship and fellowship into the frontiers of God’s reign. Living such a life, 
participating with God in such a movement, is costly and painful, and yet, in the end, it is 
glorious (Understanding Christian Mission, Scott Sunquist, p. xiii) 
 

3. Going out of our comfort zones and towards the lost 
 
a) Sustains us even if we don’t see fruit 

 
II. Go Making Disciples of Jesus 

 
A. King Jesus calls us to go with the purpose of making disciples 

 
1. Not just evangelism - not less - much more - increasingly obeying all that Jesus 

commands - maturity  
 

B. We make disciples in the context of the local church  
 
1. Baptism 

 
a) Oh to see our baptismal full on a Sunday morning!  

 
2. Teaching 

 
a) Sunday mornings are vital - preaching is massively important 

 
(1) Attendance in our culture - soul shriveling 
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b) Community Groups 
(1) We apply the sermon text - doers and not just hearers 
(2) The main thing is Jesus 

 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. [18] And 
we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:17-18) 
 

C. We orient ourselves as disciple makers - disciples who make disciples - who in turn 
make disciples - that is after all why we are here as Christians - the apostles made 
disciple making disciples  
 
1. Parenting is a wonderful means - God has more for us 

 
a) I talked about “rewriting DNA” last week - not leaving the legacy of grace and 

discipleship behind  
 

Illustration: Turning on genes to get desired traits - switching on a mission orientation 
 

2. In the building we will seek to orient ourselves toward those who don’t know Jesus 
yet.  
 
a) Not seeker sensitive - “Seeker-comprehensible” 

 
b) Culture will look very different! 

 
(1) We will welcome, we will bless, we will pursue and help get them plugged 

into community so that they can be taught to observe all that Jesus 
commands.  
 
(a) In your CG - baby Christian who is messy - we need a culture of grace - 

Gospel + Safety + Time 
 

D. Application 
 
1. We are in the business of making disciples at Living Hope 

 
a) Parenting - don’t grow weary - continue to disciple - such hard work - keep 

your eyes on Christ 
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature in him 
 

b) Your commitment to Living Hope is key - showing up is a big deal - over time 
God works in us and through us.  
 
(1) Outreach Grant 
(2) In the building fresh opportunities 

 
(a) Outreach before 
(b) Christianity Explored or Alpha 

 
i) Consider how you can contribute to this call to make disciples 
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III. Go With the Presence of Jesus 
 
A. This is challenging, exhilarating work that Jesus calls us to 

 
1. It reveals selfishness, fear of man, love of ease 

 
2. How precious that Jesus Christ himself promises to be with us through all of this 

and until the very end! 
 

B. We need the presence of Christ in this church 
 

C. Application 
 
1. What grace, strength, comfort  

 
a) Suffering - Jesus will be with you all day today and every day until the end of the 

age when he comes again to restore and redeem. Trust him, rest in his presence. 
 

2. We live in an increasingly hostile culture - may be tempted this is unique - the NT is 
about a renegade crew of Jewish and Gentile converts who set the Roman Empire 
and eventually the whole world on fire 
 
a) We go into our building, planting ourselves there, with the promised presence of 

Jesus - we wouldn’t dare go on his mission without him - if you don’t go with 
us… 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside (Great Is Thy Faithfulness) 
 
Close 
 
We will not have sufficient conviction about our mission until we grasp our reason for going - 
that our King of glory commands us to go. We will not have sufficient clarity about our mission 
until we see that the risen King has nail marks in his hands and feet. We will not have sufficient 
comfort in the midst of our mission unless we remember that the King of Grace will be with us 
to the end of the age. 
 
Let’s not leave this morning saying - “another sermon on mission” 
 
Let’s receive Christ’s commission a new - with a fresh zeal - wide open to what he calls us to 
do. For his glory.  
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