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Pray For Wisdom 
James 1:5-8 

 
 

Intro 
 
Continuing series on prayer through January - anticipating building - invitation to draw near to 
God, asking him to revive, this Sunday praying for wisdom 
 
There are many common things we pray for in the Christian life - ex. peace, joy, spiritual 
strength. In our text we are exhorted to pray and ask God for wisdom. We’ve probably all 
prayed this way but we do well to consider what it is we are asking for 
 
Illustration: Going to class without studying - “God give me wisdom”…probably not going to 
work.  
 
Fruit is tied to means - God can give gracious dispensations of peace - settledness, awareness 
of his love - typically we are called to take in his Word and find these things flowing from him 
through the means of Scripture 
 
Pray for wisdom - wisdom is learning how to live life according to God’s will and his ways, the 
wisdom we need is inextricably tethered to the word that God has revealed to us. Not just Bible 
knowledge 
 
As expressed here - there is an eager generosity in God to give this wisdom to his asking 
children. So let’s explore what this prayer is all about so that we might respond to this 
invitation to ask for wisdom with faith and expectation.  
 
 
I. Our Need for Wisdom 

 
A. Pull back to look at biblical wisdom at large to inform our understanding of this text 
 

1. Proverbs 9:10 - the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
 
a) The posture needed to find needed is a deep humility and reverence for God - 

recognize that He is Creator and King, Holy and Mighty, and we are his creation, 
small, finite, dependent 
 

2. Scripture calls us into a desire for wisdom  
 
[7] The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, 
  and whatever you get, get insight. 
 [8] Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; 
  she will honor you if you embrace her. 
 [9] She will place on your head a graceful garland; 
  she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.” (Proverbs 4:7-9) 
 
How much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to be chosen rather 
than silver. (Proverbs 16:16) 
 

3. What is the wisdom the Bible describes here? Generally, “wisdom is the means by 
which the godly can both discern and carry out the will of God” (Moo) or IOW - 
learning to live according to God’s will and in God’s ways - it is reserved for those 
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who submit to who God really is as revealed in his Word 
 
a) Common grace - there are many wise observations that even an atheist can 

make, there are wise choices and practices throughout the unbelieving world - 
conventional wisdom 
 

b)  Any true wisdom though we will find lining up with the Bible in the end - God 
has hard-cooked wisdom into the fabric of his image-bearers 
 

Illustration: The latest leadership paradigms encourage humility as an essential ingredient of a 
good leader (HBR - “The Best Leaders are Humble Leaders”) 
 

(1) But…the wisdom of the unbelieving world ends up terribly deficient apart 
from God and even perilous to one’s soul apart from God’s grace 
 

[18] For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. [19] For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” [20] Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. [22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Corinthians 
1:18-24) 
 

c) Insight into the significance of the cross of Christ is the wisdom that we all need 
most - fundamentally. We can be o so smart in this world and find ourselves to 
be fools if we find a crucified Savior to be unnecessary, foolish, distasteful. 
  
(1) The insight of the Cross - Christ substitutionary atonement in the place of 

foolish sinners is what we must embrace lest we be lost forever 
 
Application: Call to unbelievers to repent and believe 
 

d) Savvy, smart, believe in God not overly superstitious, sophisticated view that 
embraces ambiguity  
 
(1) Do not be wise in your own eyes - turn and receive this wisdom from God 

 
(a) Not the wisdom we wanted - it’s the wisdom we need most 

 
i) We want to be affirmed - the cross brutally criticizes and then 

restores 
 

B. As we embrace Jesus and submit to his Word - God begins a renewal process to make 
us wise - the renewal of our minds through our study and submission to his revealed 
will in Scripture 
 

C. Context of James 
 

[2] Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, [3] for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. [4] And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4) 
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1. Verse 5 - if any of you lacks wisdom… 

 
2. Now we believe this is true - but experientially, we can find it hard to embrace truth 

like this - in suffering, in trials of various kinds - even knowing what God says - we 
can find it difficult to apply and live in the good of rugged wisdom like James 1:2-4  
a) Difficult to live according to God’s will and in his ways  

 
b) Wisdom is provided for us in God’s Word but what we are talking about more 

than Bible knowledge 
 

If we say about someone, ‘He knows his Bible really well,’ so far we have described a 
knowledgeable person. But if he also knows how to use his Bible to understand life and 
the world around him, to guide his own conduct and the conduct of others in the maze of 
life’s problems, then knowledge has passed over into wisdom. (J.A. Motyer, BST: James, p. 
38) 
 

D. Application 
 
1. Maybe you find yourself in place of confusion this morning - humble enough to 

know that you need wisdom from God - not just Bible knowledge but grace to 
believe and live in the good of his promises and his instruction - LEADS US TO 
POINT 2: 
 

II. God’s Supply of Wisdom 
 
A. Verse 5 - If you recognize your lack of wisdom - your difficulty to not only know what 

God’s Word says but actually submit to, live in the good of, and reorient your thinking 
and faith around it - we aren’t left to fend for ourselves - if you feel that need (I HOPE 
WE ALL DO) - simply, “ask God” - wonderful! 
 
1. He gives generously to all without reproach 

 
a) Generously - lavishly, whole-heartedly, eagerly 

 
b) To all - no one is excluded - not too dumb, not to prone to wandering, not 

mature enough - the Christian elite 
 

c) Without reproach - God isn’t rolling his eyes at our lack, he isn’t smirking in his 
giving - God happily, generously gives to all of his children who are humble 
enough to acknowledge that what they need most must come from him 
 
(1) Look at the promise - “it will be given to him”!  

 
(a) Name it and Claim it 

 
Illustration: Solomon - 1 Kings 3 - God appears to him in a dream and says in v. 5 “ask what I 
shall give you” - Solomon humbly acknowledges his lack of wisdom to lead the people of God 
and his dependence on God (I am but a little child…) v. 10 - “it pleased the Lord that Solomon 
had asked for this.” 
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B. The grounds of this request for wisdom is v. 6 - “faith” is the necessary condition 
 

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him (Hebrews 11:6) 
 

1. Immediately following is a sobering warning - the request killing nature of doubting 
instead of coming to God in faith - v. 6  “the one who doubts must not suppose he 
will receive anything from the Lord” 
 
a) What is in view? If I have any lingering doubts I’m cut off from God’s generosity 

- no, no - Something deeper is being described - this is a call to integrity before 
God 
 
(1) Verse 8 - “double-minded man” - in original language - not so much “2-

faced” but “double-souled” 
 
(a) A lack of allegiance to God within oneself - I want God to give me 

wisdom but I’m not promising I will actually align my life with his will and 
his ways if it contradicts my desires in a given area 
 

Faith is our absolute confidence that he will give what we ask, doubting is our own inner 
uncertainty about whether we really want him to give or not…The problem is not 
intellectual doubt but moral and spiritual commitment, the devotion of our whole loyalty 
to the Lord. (J.A. Motyer, BST: James, p. 40-41) 
 

b) What we are being warned of is bringing our needs to God in prayer while 
keeping him at arm’s length in areas of our life – compartmentalizing 
 

c) That lack of moral and spiritual commitment - integrity - must give us pause 
and inform us that we are not asking in faith and therefore should not expect 
anything from the Lord 
 
(1) Not talking generally about sin - a divided lifestyle, an attempt at a dual-

allegiance - to the world and to God 
 

C. Application 
 
1. Acknowledge if there is any disloyalty to God in any area of our lives 

 
a) Money - can’t serve both 

 
b) Immorality - I’ll just keep this one piece 

 
c) Safety - If God’s wisdom appears to call me into risk and sacrifice I will hide part 

of me away from him 
 
(1) Implicit is a call to repent - believe the gospel - reintegrate with a heart 

toward him.  
 

2. Respond to this promise of God’s generous giving with faith 
 

The generous, loving, forbearing nature of God is revealed to us, opening before us an 
exciting prospect of the possibilities of prayer. (J.A. Motyer, BST: James, p. 39) 
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3. If you recognize your need for what only God can provide - receive his promise of 
provision with faith and respond in prayer! 
 
a) Oh how we need wisdom - biblical wisdom that involves not only knowing but 

doing 
 
(1) Pray for your pastors that we would receive wisdom 

 
(2) Giving to the building - wisdom to align our lives to God’s promises of 

provision as we give generously  
 

(3) Proclaiming Christ to the lost - wisdom to not only have the Bible knowledge 
in our heads that Jesus calls us to make disciples, but the wisdom to live 
according to Christ’s will and his ways as we make our way through the 
world.  
 
(a) In our families, with neighbors - GOING INTO THE BUILDING - God give 

us the wisdom to wisely spread your gospel into that community in 
Middletown 
 

(4) Let us pray together as we anticipate our going into the building that we 
would not be only hearers of the Word but doers - not simply those who 
know a lot about Scripture but who live out God’s will and ways in the 
strength he provides 
 
(a) Pray down God’s wisdom into our lives in such a way that our church 

bursts out in love, humility, community, fellowship, hospitality, 
evangelism! 
 
 

Close 
 
There is an eager generosity in God to give wisdom to all of his children who ask him in faith 
 
This is how the ‘giving God’ gives - with a selfless, total concern for us and with an 
exclusive preoccupation as if he had nothing else to do but to give and give again. (J.A. 
Motyer, BST: James, p. 39) 
 
Let’s pray this week and regularly for the wisdom we need that only God can provide - but let 
us ask expectantly from our generous, gracious God. Amen 
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