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 Set Your Hope on God 
 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
 
Introduction (pray) 
 

A. Today we begin a series of three sermons on the subject of financial giving.  To be even 
more specific, we are seeking to raise funds for our building (guests please bear with us).   

 
1. Our 1 Peter series will resume in December.  Ben will preach on giving the next two 

weeks and our giving Sunday will be November 21 (you may give one time or monthly).   
 

B. We are, one might say regarding our project, in mid-stream.  We are in the middle of the 
construction process.  We want to run through the tape.   

 
1. I thought you might enjoy seeing recent pictures of the project (in case you haven’t 

driven by our property).  Thank Marti Weiman for these pictures. 
 

2. We broke ground in the spring, patiently endured a two month delay for steel, and now 
the building is going up.  We hope to occupy the building in May, 2017, D.V. 

 
3. To date, we have raised $2,264,088 for our land and building campaign.  Our total 

project cost will be $5.2M (we used some general fund money).  Our mortgage will be 
$2.7M. 

 
C. For us, the building is a ministry tool.  It isn’t necessary, but it is helpful.  3030 

Schoolhouse Road will serve as our base of operations for us to be salt and light for the glory 
of God. 

 
1. The 504 seat multi-purpose room will allow us to worship God through singing and 

preaching without the risk of losing our space (schools are cutting out churches). 
 

2. The building is located on our 28 acre property at the corner of Rt. 283 and Middletown 
Road - Vine Street.  Highly visible, easily accessible. 

 
D. The pastors of Living Hope invite you to begin thinking, praying, and discussing what 

amount you might be able to pledge in 2017.  Here is where we are at financially. 
 

1. Our plan is to finish the project with $175K in the bank.  This is a reserve of six 
months of building payments and two months general fund expenses.  

 
2. We are depending on our general fund giving equally our expenses.  We are behind 

budget this year and we have taken steps to cut expenses (effects the building).  
 

3. This year our building giving total was $348K and we have collected $309K.  This 
leaves a mere $39K and we are counting on $30K being given in November and 
December.  

 
E. We need to raise $360K to put every single thing into the building.  However, we have 

identified $90K we can place on hold.  This leaves a giving goal of $270K.  What is on hold? 
 

1. Thanks for asking.  We are having a family meeting on Wednesday, November 16, and 
we will give you that information then. 

 
2. What if we don’t reach $270K?  We can make deeper cuts.  However, we want to ask 



Living Hope Church 6 November 2016 
 

2 

 

for $360K (for a handle think roughly the same amount you give to the general fund).   
 

3. This is the home stretch.  God has been faithful, all glory to His name, and you have 
been faithful.  We are believing God for provision.  It does take faith. 

 
I. Let me remind you of God’s faithfulness. 
 

A. Living Hope began in 1987 (Quality Inn in Lebanon, Fire Hall in Hummelstown, YFC, 
Highspire, Holiday Inn, and STMS (for 13 years). 

 
1. I was not pro-building, and as the church grew folks wanted a building fund.  I had a 

sense in 2002 we should start raising funds for land and a facility with a 7 year plan. 
 

2. We prayed for land, looked for land, and nothing came along.  In 2007, while 
investigating another property, we came across the property owned by Mrs. Lutz.  

 
3. Funny thing was a couple of years earlier I had pointed out the property to Beth and 

said I’d take it.  Turns out we have.   
 

B. In 2010 we had a utility challenge, in 2011 the SGM train wreck took place, and the banking 
industry was tight, and we thought we were stuck. 

 
1. Ryan pursued banks (we had spoken with about 10 already) and providentially a CU 

offered us good terms and so we have moved ahead. 
 

2. We recognize we’ve been through a good bit of change (community groups, bi-voc 
elders, and Ben as lead pastor).  The building is more change (will be tighter). 

 
3. Thank you for your prayers, support, patience, giving, encouragement, and gratitude.  I 

believe there are good days ahead.  We will, by God’s grace, be found faithful.  
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature in Him. 
 

C. There isn’t less work ahead, there is more work ahead.  There isn’t less ministry ahead, 
there is more ministry ahead.  There isn’t less serving ahead, there is more serving ahead. 

 
1. God is with us, God is for us, and God is for the glory of His name.  Be of good cheer 

for I believe there are good things in store for us (listen, risk always requires faith).  
 

2. Let’s turn our attention to the text.  In this text God speaks are word to those who 
want to get rich and those who are already rich.  We are in the text. 

 
II. A word to those who want to get rich. 
 

A. I happen to believe we have the funds to complete our building.  We certainly want to be 
wise but there is also a temptation to hold onto our money. 

 
1. There is a temptation in most of us toward being wealthy.  Why?  We would like to be 

independent, set for life, and not in need of faith.  No risk please. 
 

2. After all. If you give you have less, right?  What are we to do? 
 

B. We must pursue great gain.  However, notice great gain isn’t more dollars (that is certainly 
gain).  Great gain is godliness (conformity) with contentment (happy with situation).   
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1. The argument is the argument of reality.  Reality is real and here is real truth.  We 
brought nothing into the world and we take nothing out with us. 

 
Ex: When J.D. Rockefeller (oil baron) died someone asked how much he left.  Meaning, 

net value.  The answer given was that he left it all.  We all do. 
 

2. Your true worth isn’t what you own.  We are pilgrims, sojourners, we long for and 
belong in a better place.  

      
The true standard of measure for a person’s worth stands outside of the values and 
possessions of this age.  John Kitchen in The Pastoral Epistles for Pastors, p. 286    

 
He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.  Jim Elliot 

 
C. The question is this.  What do we love?  To love money, and pursue money, and live for 

money, is to have money as a master. 
 

1. Jesus is clear that we cannot serve two masters.   
 

Matthew 6:24 (ESV) [24] “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and money. 

 
2. It is not necessarily wrong to earn more money.  The whole question is why?  Where is 

your love?  Those who love money often corrupt themselves (not godly, not content). 
 

3. Verse 8 - If we have food and clothing we are content.  We’re not Paul so let’s concede 
shelter too.  The rest is eligible to be given away to good causes. 

 
D. We are content because we have Jesus, knowing therefore, that we have all things. 

 
1. So we ponder our beginning and our end.  That shapes the way I live today (invest). 

 
III. A word to those who are already rich. 
 

A. Don’t be proud about your position because everything you have you received.  Don’t set 
your hopes on the uncertainty riches. 

 
1. It can all flyaway.  Set your hopes on God because He will never leave you or forsake 

you.  
 

Hebrews 13:5 (ESV) [5] Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

  
2. But, don’t be a miser either.  The key to contentment is to set your hope on God so 

that your circumstances don’t dominate your thinking.  God does. 
 

Philippians 4:11-13 (ESV) [11] Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. [12] I know how to be brought low, and I know how to 
abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and need. [13] I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

 
3. When we are brought low Christ remains.  When we abound, Christ remains.  Our 

circumstances do not determine our eternal reality.  That only comes by faith. 
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Hebrews 11:32-38 (ESV) [32] And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—[33] who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
[34] quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. [35] Women received back 
their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might 
rise again to a better life. [36] Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. [37] They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—[38] of 
whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens 
and caves of the earth. 

  
B. The way forward, to live by faith, is to store up treasure for eternity.  We leave the outcome 

of this life in the capable hands of God.  How do we store up treasure for eternity? 
 

1. Do good 
2. Be rich in good works 
3. Be generous 
4. Be ready to share 

 
C. The way forward, to live by faith, is to store up treasure for eternity.  Why? 

 
1. It is a sure foundation for your eternal future.  By doing so you take hold of that which 

is really life. 
 

D. So what are your needs?  What can you give?  As you contemplate giving to the building 
fund in 2017 notice you can 4 birds with one stone. 

 
1. Do good (our building will serve many) 
2. Be rich in good works (there is ministry to be done) 
3. Be generous (give to a great cause) 
4. Be ready to share (we are doing this for folks we don’t yet know) 

 
Close 
 

A. It has been an honor and a privilege to lead Living Hope through this process.  The baton is 
in Ben’s hands.  I am very fulfilled. 

 
1. I told Beth and I don’t need to see the inside of the building, I don’t need to enjoy it.  It 

is enough for me that after 13 years we have a home (a place to meet). 
 

2. Let’s finish this for the glory of God and the fame of His name.  Please pray, think, get 
counsel, on what you want to give.  We only want happy dollars. 

 
B. Set your hope on God.  Look to the One who has been merciful to us.  Set your hopes on 

your inheritance.   
 

1. On the other side of the river we will know that every good deed, every gift, was well 
worth it.  Friends, we have a living hope.  

 
1 Peter 1:3-5 (ESV) [3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4] to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, [5] who by God's power are being guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
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Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Ken Mellinger 
Website: http://livinghopechurchpa.com 


