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Hope Filled Holiness 
1 Peter 1:13-25 

 
Intro 
 
Stylistic device in the world of music - Call and Response.  Leader Calls to the listeners or to his 
band and evokes a response.  Ex:  Casablanca - Sam and the band - “Knock on Wood” 
 
Who’s got trouble? We’ve got trouble! How much trouble? Too much trouble! 
 
DJ in a hip song.  “When I say…you say…” 
 
When I say Living, you say Hope - Living - Hope - Living - Hope 
 
When we read Scripture we encounter God calling to us - his call demands a response.   
Jesus calls to us and says follow me - and we respond with yes Lord!  God calls to us in the 
beautiful music of the gospel - we respond in repentance and faith.  In our text - God calls to 
us with gospel hope - we respond with obedient love. 
 
First of a series of exhortation, practical instruction rooted in the gospel, we are called to hope-
filled holiness 
 
I. The Call to Holiness 

 
A. Verse 13 “therefore” - in light of the immensity of God’s mercy and grace 

 
1. Chosen by God, set apart for him, sprinkled with Christ’s blood, born again to a 

living hope, guarded by God so that we persevere in his grace to the end, given an 
unshakable inheritance  
 

2. Preparing your minds for action 
 
a) Girding up the loins of your mind - ancient dress code - wrapping your robe up 

out of the way so that you can run, work, etc.  
 

3. Being sober-minded - rejecting any influence that would deaden your senses to God 
 
a) Cognitive - not feeling your way there 

 
4. Set your hope fully on the grace that will brought at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
a) We look back to the grace of Calvary in order to inform our look forward to the 

grace that is coming at the return of Christ - eternity of joy and glory 
 

b) Look at God’s mercy, his promises, the hope - derive hope - take that hope and 
go all in on future grace. “fully” - all our chips are on the table - all in on future 
grace 
 

B. Living this way looks like something - we are obedient children - adopted by God out of 
the orphanage of sin - the Christian does not chase after the passions and desires that 
go along with the old, self-centered way of life - “former ignorance” 
 

C. Verse 15 - drops the bomb - The God who called you is holy - unstained by sin - so 
you to be holy - quotes Leviticus “you shall be holy, for I am holy” 
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1. Christians bear the family resemblance  
 

Illustration: Eagles beating the Steelers - my kids love the Eagles because I do 
 

2. Verse 15 “in all your conduct” presses in to the dark corners of our lives.  
 

To be holy ‘as God is holy’ includes a full and pervading holiness that reaches to every 
aspect of our personalities. It involves not only avoiding outward sin but also maintaining 
an instinctive delight in God and his holiness as an undercurrent of heart and mind 
throughout the day. (Wayne Grudem, TCNT: 1 Peter, p. 84) 
 
[7] The law of the LORD is perfect, 
  reviving the soul; 
 the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
  making wise the simple; 
 [8] the precepts of the LORD are right, 
  rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
  enlightening the eyes; 
 [9] the fear of the LORD is clean, 
  enduring forever; 
 the rules of the LORD are true, 
  and righteous altogether. 
 [10] More to be desired are they than gold, 
  even much fine gold; 
 sweeter also than honey 
  and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 [11] Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
  in keeping them there is great reward. 
(Psalm 19:7-11) 
 

D. Application 
 
1. The Bible doesn’t have a category for Christians who aren’t interested in holiness - 

we have been saved out of ignorance by a Holy God to bear fruit. Holiness - striving 
to obey God in every area of our lives is not optional 
 

[1] I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. [2] Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 
12:1-2) 
 

2. When you hear this call to holiness - what is your response at this moment - an 
awareness of sin but an eagerness to grow? Or are you chafing at this call? Our 
response at these words helps us understand where our hearts are.  
 

Ex: Calvin - justification is by faith alone but that faith is not alone - just as the sun that warms 
the earth is not separated from the reality of its light 
 

a) Trusting in Christ as a get out of hell for free card - new life - I told people 
about the gospel at 3 in the morning - check yourself 
 

3. This world can dull our senses - alcohol and drugs, anxieties and cares in this world 
-  Good things: Facebook, video games, hobbies, politics 
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a) We are not called to look at the future through the lens of politics (and despair 
or derive our joy there) - we are called to let the certainty of eternal good that is 
coming from God shape our view of the future 
 

4. We are called to be those who stay awake - ready to go - all in with God - waiting 
for his return 
 

For Peter the cares of this life and the pressure of persecution can “intoxicate” the 
Christian and distract his or her focus just as easily as wine might. The need of the hour is 
clear judgment and a mind and will prepared to resist anything that would deflect them 
from a hope set on Jesus’ appearing. (Peter Davids, NICNT: 1 Peter, p. 67) 
 
[5] For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 
darkness. [6] So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 
[7] For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 
[8] But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. [9] For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, [10] who died for us so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. (1 Thessalonians 5:5-10) 
 

5. We respond to the call to holiness eagerly but how? 
 

II. The Root of Holiness 
 
A. Verse 17-21 we are given the root from which hope-filled holiness flourishes - 2 

simultaneous truths 
  
1. Verse 17 We live in the fear of God 

 
a) He is Father - wonderful for us - means we have a real, living relationship with 

him 
 
(1) The danger of a statement like “when God looks at the Christian all he sees 

Jesus” - glorious truth - clothed in righteousness of Christ - that’s our 
acceptance with God 
 

(2) Without some qualifications there isn’t a relationship 
 

Illustration: When Ellen punches Isaac at 7AM she gets disciplined because we must train here, 
when she freely shares her toys with Isaac later there is a happy commendation 
 

(3) He judges us according to what we do - he disciplines those he loves - he is 
supreme in our thinking - we live in reverent submission to our heavenly 
Father - recognizing that he is the all-knowing, all-seeing sovereign judge  
 

Illustration: Babylon Bee article 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA—In an exciting update to Google’s popular Chrome browser Tuesday, 
the technology giant announced a major breakthrough, beefing up the program’s privacy 
and encryption protocols in its “incognito mode” such that even God Himself can’t 
intercept or recover websites visited while using it. 
 
Incognito mode, used occasionally for buying birthday gifts but otherwise used almost 
entirely for browsing porn or other filthy material, previously prevented only the local 
computer from keeping a record of websites visited and searches performed. 
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“Our competitors’ browsers still allow the Almighty to peek in on the disgusting, shameful 
content you guys view every day,” Chrome product manager Stephen Konig said in a 
statement announcing the update. “When you use Chrome, you’re getting a safe, reliable, 
fast web-browsing experience, and now you don’t have to worry about being accountable 
to any kind of righteous, sovereign Judge.” 
 
“But still—be careful your wife or kids don’t walk in on you when you’re ‘going incognito,'” 
Konig said. “We can’t help you there. Lock the door, guys.” 
 
Immediately after the update hit, Google’s servers crashed for several hours, as hundreds 
of millions of men worldwide rushed to download the update. 
 

(4) Nothing is hidden from him - changes our perspective about what we do 
with our lives - can’t compartmentalize 
 

(5) Throughout the time of our exile - major theme in 1 Peter - this isn’t our 
home - we live in the fear of the Lord as we make our pilgrimage to heaven - 
the danger is when we act like this our home  
 

2. We know that Christ has ransomed us 
 
a) v. 18 Ransomed - purchased - bought out of futile ways 

 
(1) worthless pursuits passed down through the human family tree 

 
(a) Insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting a different 

result - we keep trying to make things other than God be our means to 
fulfillment - we keep looking for other Saviors - success, sex, food, 
money - vanity! Futility! Can’t take care of our real problem - our sin - 
JESUS CAN 
 

(2) This ransoming came at the greatest cost - the precious blood of the Son of 
God 
 
(a) Oh how precious is that blood - of infinitely greater worth than all the 

riches and all the kingdoms of this world 
 
i) His blood - his death was unique - we are sinful - he is without 

blemish - without sin 
ii) Lamb of God - laid himself on the altar of God’s righteous wrath 

against our sin - crucified as our substitute  
 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:2) 
 
Oh how precious is the flow which makes us white as snow 
 

(3) Nothing more needed…nothing more precious! 
 

b) Verse 20 this was always God’s plan - done in the will of God before the earth 
was ever made - now to us Christ has been revealed - FOR OUR SAKE - that 
through his death and resurrection we might put our faith in God and find our 
unshakable hope in him.  
 



Living Hope Church 2 October 2016 

5 
 

3. When we know that we serve a Father who judges impartially and that we have been 
purchased by the blood of Christ for God and belong to him - our hearts naturally 
respond - “how can we who died to sin still live in it!” - this is the root of our 
holiness 
 

B. Application 
 
1. Are you living in fear of the Lord? Are there futile pursuits in your life? 

 
a) Porn - statistics show that there are a number of folks here who are struggling - 

this is serious business 
 
(1) Turn off the awareness of God’s omniscience and turn on the internet 

 
(2) Holy Father - we must live in reverent submission - our sin breaks the heart 

of God - real relationship 
 

(3) Today is the day - THIS FAR AND NO FARTHER.  
 

(4) In the power of the Holy Spirit - because of the grace of God in the gospel - 
return to a Father who gives strength to obey his commands 
 

[19] Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, [20] for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 
 

2. How to commandeer the gospel for the sake of holiness 
 
a) What will my heavenly Father think of this activity?  

 
b) Does this activity demonstrate the reality that I have been bought out of futility 

and belong to Christ?  
 

Ex. Worry/Anxiety - what does this say about a sovereign Father? That is unable or unwilling to 
rule and reign with goodness and justice? If Christ has bought for his own - will he not take 
care of me? Do this in community - build relationships with people who will help us 
 

(1) Safe place - the gospel says we are already loved by God, we are all in a 
different place on our journey - GOSPEL + SAFETY + TIME (Ortlund) 
 

III. The Fruit of Holiness 
 
A. Verse 22 Are souls are purified by the blood of Christ when we obey the truth - believe 

the gospel - there is fruit - the chief virtue of the Christian life - sincere, brotherly love 
- earnest love for others 
 
1. Verse 23 We love because we have been born again - regeneration entails a desire 

and pursuit of holiness - specifically laying down our lives for others 
 

B. We have been born again through the gospel - game changer - life reorientation  
 
1. Quotes Isaiah 40 - Through the Word of God, the gospel, we are given new and 

eternal life 
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a) Apart from regeneration, our destiny is like that of the grass which dies in 
season and the flower that falls in the cold of winter 
 

b) But because our lives are tethered to the immortal word - the unchanging good 
news of resurrection life - we are certain that we will not perish 
 
(1) If we are going to live forever - changes our perspective on people - no need 

to guard what we have, selfish, stingy, go all out - lay it all down - 
inheritance is coming - people are most important as we live here 
 

C. Application 
 
1. Great commandment living - Loving others - the fruit of a holy life is love 

 
2. Are you loving earnestly?  

 
a) Fellowship/serving others in CG 

 
b) Respond to needs 

 
c) Pray for the hurting 

 
d) Using gifts  

 
(1) Not earnestly loving we have a gospel problem - how can we who have been 

loved so much not love - how can we not forgive?  
 

3. Going into the building - Jesus said they will know us by our love - let us believe the 
gospel, love each other, gently crash on Middletown in a wave of love and mercy 
 

Close 
God calls to us with gospel hope - we respond with obedient love.  God has called you this 
morning - will you respond?  
 
Let us respond to his Word - let us respond to every prompting of his Holy Spirit 
Let’s go all in with Jesus - let’s pursue lives that reflect the character of God - let’s love each 
other earnestly  
All in dependence on his grace, in the power of His Spirit, for his glory 
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