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Born Again To a Living Hope 
1 Peter 1:1-12 

 
 
Intro 
 
What do you hope for in life?  Peace in your home? Success in the workplace or in school? 
Financial security? A spouse? Children?  Ex. God keep my kids from the life I’ve lived - preserve 
them. 
 
Hoping is essential to our humanity - when hope dies what is left is futility, despair.  
We often talk about hope like we do wishing - I hope the Eagles beat the Steelers Biblical hope 
isn’t wishing - Biblical hope is looking forward in faith and expectation, with rock-solid 
assurance from God, believing that eternal good is coming - Biblical hope looks forward with 
certainty that God will do all that he has promised. 
 
God directs us to biblical hope this morning.  Living Hope - hope in God - glory is coming! 
Rejoice in his great mercy for you and trust him in your trials.  Examine this great text on hope. 
 
I. The Origin of Hope 

 
A. Verse 3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! - animated worship - 

his heart breaks into worship as he considers God’s mercy and grace - v. 1-2 - elect 
exiles by God the Father, sanctified through the Spirit, sprinkled with the blood of 
Christ 
 

B. According to his great mercy he has cause us to be born again through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead - glories here - break it down 
 
1. According to his great mercy - in relation to his GREAT MERCY 

 
a) O what great mercy it is because the following is true for the Christian 

 
2. He has caused us to be born again 

 
a) Because his mercy is so great - he has caused this - we have not caused - it is a 

great and merciful God who has raised our souls to life - new birth - 
regeneration. 
 

[4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
[5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—[6] and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:4-7) 
 

b) We were dead in our sins - he caused us to live - we could not make ourselves 
be born again any more than we made ourselves be born the first time - why? 
What can explain this? Only his great mercy. 
 

3. Made alive and placed in a different sphere of existence - a living hope - vibrant, 
animated, breathing, vigorous, strong, dynamic hope 
 
a) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ - because he died and was raised and 

lives eternally - we too have been raised to new life to live forever in him - in 
this is our great hope 
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C. There’s more - v. 4 “to an inheritance” 
 
1. Old Testament imagery for the promised land 
2. Grace upon grace! new life and riches that will never perish, never be defiled, 

never fade away - because God is keeping our inheritance for us in heaven 
 
a) We have a share in the new heavens and new earth to be revealed at the coming 

of Christ - the inheritance is a heavenly city - Revelation 21 - coming down out 
of heaven - no more sickness, sorrow, death 
 

b) Nor disembodied - floating on clouds 
 

D. Verse 6 - in all of this we are being guarded by God’s power as we rely upon him, trust 
him - military language - secure in the fortress of God’s power - he will hold us fast! 
 
1. He caused us to be born again, he gives us an unshakable inheritance, he guards us 

until the day of Christ so we can receive it - IN THIS IS OUR HOPE! 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Beloved - rejoice in the great hope that is coming to us to according to the mercy of 

God! 
 

2. My non-Christian friend - you do not have a good reason to look forward with hope 
if you will not come to Christ - if there is any impulse in you this morning - throw 
yourself at Jesus  
 

[3] Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) 
 
Illustration: George Whitfield - “you must be born again” 
 
II. The Purpose of Hope 

 
A. This great mercy of God in the power and mercy of our regeneration and being guarded 

by God until we receive our inheritance - is the grounds for rejoicing in trials - v. 6 “in 
this you rejoice” 
 

B. “now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials” 
 
1. If necessary - who’s deciding that? It is God…whoa! 

 
a) Common experience in a fallen world, we have an enemy Satan, we experience 

consequences for our mistakes and sin - Yes, but over all these things is a 
heavenly Father who is orchestrating trials for our good - to work in us  
 

Christians will experience grief only as it is necessary in the light of God’s great and 
infinitely wise purposes for them (Wayne Grudem, TNTC: 1 Peter, p. 67) 
 

2. Verse 7 - he is refining our faith in trials - he is after something far more important 
than our temporary comforts - he is testing and strengthening our faith so that we 
endure to end dependent on him.  
 
a) When the Christian faces trials: 

 



Living Hope Church 25 September 2016 

3 
 

(1) We depend on him more deeply (the best thing for us) 
 

These inward trials I employ, 
From self, and pride, to set thee free; 
And break thy schemes of earthly joy, 
That thou mayest find thy all in Me. (John Newton) 
 

(2) We locate our hope in what’s to come instead of this world - weens us off 
infatuation with this world 
 

[2] Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, [3] for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. [4] And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4) 
 

C. Verse 7 The result is that upon Christ’s return - WE receive praise and glory and honor 
from God! The well done! 
 

It is in times when the reason for hardship cannot be seen that trust in God alone seems 
to become most pure and precious in his sight. Such faith he will not forget, but will store 
up as a jewel of great value and beauty to be displayed and delighted in on the Day of 
Judgment. (Wayne Grudem, TNTC: 1 Peter, p. 70) 
 

D. Verses 8-9 In all of this we have capacity for joy even in our sorrows, we rejoice in our 
Savior as we believe upon him as the source of joy, foundation, strength 
 
1. We haven’t seen him with our eyes - we have a word picture in the Bible - O he is 

sweeter and stronger and more beautiful than 10,000 suns - and he is coming for 
us bringing restoration and glory 
 

2. v. 8 - joy inexpressible and filled with glory! 
 

Illustration: Richard Wurmbrand, Romanian evangelist imprisoned under communism for 
preaching Christ 
 
In our darkest hours of torture, the Son of Man came to us, making the prison walls shine 
like diamonds and filling the cells with light. Somewhere, far away, were the torturers 
below us in the sphere of the body. But the spirit rejoiced in the Lord. We would not have 
given up this joy for that of kingly palaces. (Richard Wurmbrand, Tortured for Christ) 
 

3. We must look to Christ in every trial - he meets us in the dark places 
 

E. Application 
 
1. A word to those in trials - if you aren’t in one now wait a second - trials aren’t 

random - God is using them for our good. Not fake it till you make it, get nice and 
chipper  
 

Peter thus shows simultaneous grief and joy to be normal in the Christian life. Grief arises 
because of many difficulties encountered in this fallen world, but faith looks to the unseen 
reality beyond this present brief existence and rejoices. (Wayne Grudem, TNTC: 1 Peter, p. 
68) 
 

2. Suffering friend - look to unseen reality beyond this present brief existence - so 
that you can rejoice 
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3. When you encounter someone who is trusting God with hope in the midst of trial 
you are in the presence of something holy and beautiful.  
 

4. Knowing Christ - exhort to draw near - are you availing yourself of the Word and 
prayer and fellowship? Keep yourself in the love of God - building up in your faith, 
praying in the Spirit, anticipating Christ’s return 
 
a) CG - we remind each other of the gospel - that eternity of joy is coming - help 

each other to keep our eyes on that most important reality 
 

5. God gives us unshakable hope that eternal good is coming so that we have the 
capacity to navigate our trials with joy and trust 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. (Romans 8:18) 
 
III. The Foundation of Hope 

 
A. Reminds these suffering Christians and us of the great privilege we have - knowing and 

enjoying the gospel 
 

B. The Old Testament Prophets were given some insight yet did not grasp the glory that 
was to be revealed in the gospel - the sufferings and glories of Jesus Christ.  
 
1. Verse 11 His sufferings - his cross - substitution - wrath bearing - Oh the 

magnitude of his sufferings! Oh the glories of his victory! 
 

2. Glories of eternal life procured for us - the foundation of our hope is the good news 
(v. 12) of Christ’s accomplishments 
 
a) It is finished - our hope cannot be taken away - God has said that eternal good 

is coming - he has spoken and will not change his mind 
 

Because Jesus really did shatter the gates of death and exists now as our living Lord, 
those who have committed themselves to him share in his new life and can expect to 
participate fully in it in the future. It is this reality which will enable the readers to face 
even death without fear, for death is not an end for the Christian, but a beginning. (Peter 
Davids, NICNT: 1 Peter, p. 52) 
 
And as He spoke, He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that began to 
happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this the 
end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But 
for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their 
adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were 
beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on 
for ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before. (C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle) 
 

C. Application 
 
1. Doubting? Worried about the future? Concerned about where everything is going?  

 
a) We must live near the cross - God’s final statement that eternal good is coming 

- Christ is returning to set everything right - the foundation of our hope is the 
gospel 
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2. Verse 12 - “announced to you through those who preached the good news to you” 
 
a) You have received - how can you not proclaim to others? Who can you share this 

hope with this week? 
 

Close 
 
Living Hope - hope in God - glory is coming! Rejoice in his great mercy for you and trust him in 
your trials. 
 
I have not mentioned to this point the obvious - our namesake 
 
Studies - names can shape what we are like 
 
Let’s be shaped by our name - let us be those who hope in God as we wait in anticipation for 
our Savior to return. 
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