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Who Do You Think You Are? 
1 Peter 1:1-2 

 
 
Intro 
 
1 Peter - author is identified in v. 1 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” - Simon Peter - the rock 
upon which Christ said he would build his church - the Peter of Pentecost who preached the 
gospel and sparked the movement of Christianity. He was an apostle and as such his writing is 
authoritative as Grudem says in his commentary “the words are also God’s words, and we 
should receive them as that.” (Grudem, TNTC: 1 Peter, p. 40) 
 
Audience identified also in v. 1 “Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” - large area in 
around modern day Turkey - broad audience - Gentile audience - not Jewish. Peter writes while 
residing in the city of Rome between 62-64 AD - 30 years after Christ’s death, resurrection, 
and ascension 
 
Not just a letter between Christian pen-pals - Peter is aiming to instruct and encourage 
 
Purpose of the letter: 
 
Peter encourages suffering Christians by reminding them of their present identity as 
God’s people and their secure hope of ultimate blessing - both rooted in the death, 
resurrection, and victory of Christ. (Carson & Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, 
p. 651) 
 
Why 1 Peter? Reasons for the series 
 

- It reminds us of our identity as God’s people 

- As a church for our good and to unite us as we go into the building 

- As we are increasingly marginalized/ridiculed (not reaching the level of many countries) - 
hope, peace, strength - shine as lights 

- Defines what we are called to as Christians - holiness (ex. the pornography issue) 
 
Short book - five chapters - read the whole book in one sitting - 20 minutes 
 
Peter masterfully and succinctly reminds them of their identity and purpose as he opens his 
letter with a greeting.  
 
Peter identifies who we are as Christians so that we are prepared to live our lives for God’s 
glory: 
 
I. Elect Exiles 

 
A. In identifying his audience - refers to Elect Exiles of the Dispersion - cool name for 

heavy metal band - what’s that?  
 

a) Elect - chosen by God. V. 2 “according to the foreknowledge of God” 
 

The expression foreknowledge does not mean that God had information in advance about 
Christ, or about his elect. Rather it means that both Christ and his people were the objects 
of God’s loving concern from all eternity. (Edmund Clowney, BST: The Message of 1 Peter, 
p. 33) 
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[28] And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. [29] For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. (Romans 8:28-29) 
 

2. Exiles - think sojourners, aliens in a far-away land - pilgrims who aren’t at home 
 
a) What’s he saying? Most of these people have lived their whole lives in the city 

they currently reside in.  
 

b) In God choosing to place his love on underserving sinners in electing them to 
receive his grace - a transfer of residency happens.  
 

[20] But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
[21] who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:20-21) 
 

3. Of the Dispersion - used of the Jewish people who experienced exile from Israel in 
587 B.C. - scattered from their homeland into other countries 
 
a) In view here is the family of God, whose country is with him, scattered about the 

world.  
 

B. Application 
 
1. Chosen by a loving Father to receive his grace in Christ - rejoice and rest 

 
My Lord, I did not choose You For that could never be My heart would still refuse You Had 
You not chosen me You took the sin that stained me 
You cleansed me, made me newOf old You have ordained me 
That I should live in You (My Lord, I Did Not Choose You, Josiah Conder) 
 

a) Hold this in your heart  
 
(1) Tuesday when you face disappointments and challenges at work  

 
(2) Thursday when the kids are crazy and your home is chaotic 

 
(3) Saturday when doubts creep in that maybe God doesn’t really love you 

 
(a) The Father has chosen you to receive his love - he has decided and will 

not change his mind that you are his child, you are the object of his 
mercy and love 
 

(b) Amazement, astonishing - in light of our sin and failures - wonderfully, 
gloriously true 
 

2. This is not our home - stop settling in like it is  
 

Illustration: What would we think of an ambassador to a foreign country who enjoyed the drink, 
food, entertainments and forgot his homeland? Foolish not living in reality. 
 

a) Doesn’t mean that we don’t enjoy good gifts 
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b) Doesn’t mean that we don’t work for the good of others (too heavenly-minded) 
- on the contrary we are liberated from- rat race -  keeping up with the Jones’s 
- what drives this world - and are able to truly pour out our lives, resources for 
others, give generously, work hard 
 
(1) Work for the good of others - political power and influence - neighbor love - 

not our hope - eternity with Jesus is 
 

(2) We must keep our eyes on eternity, our citizenship is in heaven  
 
[13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth. [14] For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. [16] But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city. (Hebrews 11:13-16) 
 

(3) Are you desiring that better country? Do you think often of the glories of 
heaven? 
 

II. Sanctified through the Spirit 
A. Peter continues to elect exiles - pilgrims who are objects of God’s undeserved mercy - 

scattered around the world - v. 2 “in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to 
Jesus Christ” - God not only has chosen us to receive salvation - he is working in us, 
transforming us to be more like Jesus 
 
1. Sanctification - progressively and practically becoming more and more holy  

 
2. “for obedience to Jesus Christ” - that is our aim - that is our calling. Not to see our 

own desires as ultimate but Jesus as Lord, we are set apart by God’s grace to obey 
our Lord and Savior 
 

B. Peter’s audience were experiencing suffering in the form of hostility and persecution - 
not official - general opposition from the unbelievers around them 
 
1. Even here Peter intends to comfort not just inform them of the doctrine of 

sanctification: 
 

Peter is saying that his readers’ whole existence as chosen sojourners of the Dispersion is 
being lived in the realm of the sanctifying work of the Spirit. The unseen, unheard activity 
of God’s Holy Spirit surrounds them almost like a spiritual atmosphere in which they live 
and breathe, turning every circumstance, every sorrow, every hardship into a tool for his 
patient sanctifying work. (Grudem, TNTC: 1 Peter, p. 56) 
 

2. Trial, hardship does not mean that God is aloof - he is in it - he is working through 
it.  
 
a) Those suffering and in trials 

 
C. Application 

 
1. We are called to live holy lives in the middle of a generation that does not love God 

or his word - or his ways 
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a) Obedience to Jesus will draw ridicule - entertainment choices, refusing to 
participate. 
 
(1) Check your entertainments, hobbies by the Word of God - not by what’s 

popular - must be wiser 
 

b) Faithfulness to God’s Word will draw the anger of the powers that be - in our 
day it issues of sexuality and marriage - don’t be surprised 
 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. (1 Peter 4:12) 
 

c) When we are accused, insulted, opposed, God intends to use these things to 
sanctify us - to draw us out of the mirage of this world being our home and to 
draw us into greater dependence on Jesus - anger and fear are inappropriate  
 

2. It is through the Spirit - he gives us power - he gives us more grace! 
 
a) Our living different lives is a testimony to his grace  

 
[14] Do all things without grumbling or disputing, [15] that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, (Philippians 2:14-15) 
 
III. Sprinkled With the Blood of Christ 

 
A. Trinitarian - the whole of the Godhead is at work in us for salvation - Elected by the 

Father, sanctified by the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his 
blood. 
 

B. The heart of God’s grace - the cross of Christ 
 
1. In no way do Peter’s exhortations about Christian ethics and obedience consist of 

the kind of religion that just says - try harder, do more, live a strict life and you’re 
good with God 
 

2. Oh friends - we are those who are sprinkled with the blood of Christ 
 
a) OT imagery - blood of animals sprinkled on altar and on people in order to 

purify them 
 

b) Even in OT - spiritual meaning was derived 
 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow.(Psalm 51:7) 
 

3. Christ was crucified for us, he was pierced for us, he bled and died for us, we 
deserved God’s righteous anger and holy judgment against our sin - he bore the 
wrath of God in all of its unrelieved intensity in order to bring us to God 
 

4. We are covered, we are purified, we are washed clean by his blood - through his 
death our sins are forgiven - every single one.  
 

5. How we need to be reminded of the blood 
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Although God intended these ‘chosen sojourners’ to live ‘for obedience to Jesus Christ’, 
they were frequently defiled by sin. Peter reminds them that their future includes 
continual sprinkling with the blood of Christ, that is, continual restoration of fellowship 
with God and his people through the sacrificial blood of Christ figuratively sprinkled over 
them, a continual reminder to God that their sins are forgiven and that they are welcome 
in God’s presence and among his people. (Grudem, TNTC: 1 Peter, p. 57) 
 

6. Do you know that?  
 

C. Application 
 
1. In this greeting, Paul is reminding these suffering Christians, and us, of who we are. 

 
2. If we don’t know who we are we will be tempted to assume the identities our culture 

provides as options -  
 

3. If we don’t know who we are we will forget where we are going 
 
a) All of the Godhead is active in saving, holding, presenting us in glory at the day 

of Christ 
 

4. We are pilgrims but this isn’t a hunker down and wait for Jesus deal 
 

Peter says that we are aliens but he never tells us to alienate ourselves from this world by 
abandoning it or cursing it. God did not abandon his creation; he sent his Son to redeem 
and restore it and fully renew it one day. Since God’s ways are our model, we should 
remain engaged with this world. (Daniel Doriani, REC: 1 Peter, p. 8) 
 

a) In light of the cross, the underserved grace we have received - we are the most 
humble of people - election, sanctification - all of grace 
 
(1) happy, humble, helpful - cheerful in the face of trials - when we know who 

we are as God’s people 
 

b) How can we not do all we can to tell others of Christ?  
 

Close 
 
Peter is writing a travelers’ guide for Christian pilgrims. He reminds them that their hope 
is anchored in their homeland. They are called to endure alienation as strangers, but they 
have a heavenly citizenship and destiny. (Clowney, BST: The Message of 1 Peter, p. 36) 
 
Let us follow this traveler’s guide for Christian pilgrims. May God use this book to remind us of 
our identity, to exhort us to faithfulness, to prepare us for heaven. 
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