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 When Will Jesus Christ Return? 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
Introduction 
 

A. The title of this message is When Will Jesus Christ Return?  A good question to have the 
answer.  Here is the answer, my final answer.  I don’t know. 

 
B. Neither does any other human being.  This is crystal clear in our text when Paul, inspired 

by the Holy Spirit of God, writes: 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 ESV Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers [Living 
Hope Church], you have no need to have anything written to you.  For you yourselves are 
fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  

 
1. That was ESV.  Let me read that again in the MSV (Mellinger). 

 
2. Times and seasons are not our concern.  You have no need to have anything 

written about them. 
 

C. To speculate is to be irresponsible.  It provides an improper focus. 
 

1. If I ever preach another gospel you should fire me. 
 

2. If I ever speculate on the second coming of Christ you should fire me as well 
because you should have zero confidence in me or anyone else who does that. 

 
D. Do other Scriptures agree?  Thanks for asking!  Yes they do. 

 
Acts 1:6-8 ESV So when they had come together, they asked him, Lord, will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?  He said to them, It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  But, you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.     

 
Mark 13:32-33 ESV But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard, keep awake.  For you do 
not know when the time will come. 

 
Matthew 24:44 ESV Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect. 

 
1. In light of the clarity of these verses, why do folks get consumed in trying to figure 

it?  Surely heart issues are involved (knowledge puffs up). 
 

· Same reason folks call a psychic (the future intrigues us). 
· It would be very charitable to say it is because they love the Savior. 

 
· For some it is an incentive to evangelism. 

 
· For most folks it is unhealthy speculation.  It makes for great interest and 
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some even manage to turn a nice profit on it.  
 

Ex: Martyn Lloyd-Jones tells about G. Campbell Morgan saying watch 
the crowd, topic announced is prophecy, more folks.   

 
2. The problem is it doesn’t feed your soul by fixing your eyes on Jesus. 

 
2 Corinthians 11:3 ESV But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, 
your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  For if 
someone comes and proclaims a different Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you 
receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from 
the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 

 
3. I don’t think you would put up with it.  May your thoughts never stray from a 

sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
 
I. Areas in eschatology (final things) in which good Christians differ are fairly small. 
 

A. All evangelical Christians agree that Christ will return suddenly, personally, bodily, visibly 
and gloriously.  No dispute here. 

 
B. All agree on what the Bible says about the second coming.  The question is one of 

interpretation.  What does the Bible mean? 
 

1. This is not an issue of salvation or unity (see Eph 4) for us. 
 

2. It is a disagreement over future events. 
 

C. Nevertheless, we should labor to understand every word contained in the Scriptures 
because it is God speaking to us for our good.   

 
1. And what we must understand is that when the doctrine of the second coming is 

taught in the Scriptures the goal is always right living (holiness). 
 

2. Not figuring out when this glorious event will occur. 
 

D. Specific areas where Christians disagree: 
 

1. The millennium.  This includes both the nature of the millennium and the 
relationship of Christ’s return to the millennium. 

2. The great tribulation.   
 

3. The salvation of the Jewish people (my topic for next week which concludes this 
series on Final Things).   

 
II. Please keep in mind good Christians differ.  So always be gracious with those who are adamant 

about things we don’t know.  But bad teaching bears fruit. 
 

A. It does anger me when good folks are manipulated by lousy teaching (sensationalism) 
because it effects the way they live (teachers are responsible to God). 

 
1. 1981 became 1988 based on 1948.  Oops, that didn’t happened so revise that to 
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1967 and it all comes together in 2007.  Keep right on teaching. 
 

2. Back off seven years and you get 2000.  Y2K!  Prophecy buffs fueled the fervor 
about Y2K (Christians love bad news).  Didn’t happen, keep right on teaching. 

 
3. So we’re currently clinging to 2007 and what if that doesn’t work out?  Well, keep 

right on teaching.  Serve up the next piece of speculation to itching ears. 
 

B. What do Nero, the Pope, Mussolini, Hitler, Gorbachev, Henry Kissinger, Bill Gates, Bill 
Clinton, George W. Bush, David Hasselhoff and Barney all have in common? 

 
1. They have each been identified as the anti-Christ by someone.  Most are serious 

with a few jokers (Hasselhoff and Barney) tossed in for free. 
 

Ex: For the record, my name numerically equals 229.  That should put to rest 
any rumors that I am the anti-Christ. 

 
2. Sadly, you have folks adverse to computers and e-mail, cash-less society, 

microchips imbedded in skin, because of these rumors.  It will be clear. 
 

C. Meanwhile, worldliness abounds in the church.  We can’t see the forest for the trees.  We 
get concerned about the wrong things. 

 
III. The second coming has been an issue for folks who criticize Jesus Christ and Christianity.  They 

say he thought he was coming soon and he didn’t.  End of story.  
 

A. The Scriptures they quote are those Scriptures which refer to this generation not passing 
away before these things happen (Luke 21:22 or Matt 24:34). 

 
1. There are a few options for interpretation.  The best option seems to be ‘this 

generation’ refers to the folks who begin to see these signs. 
 

IV. I’ll summarize each of the three positions for you regarding the second coming, give you the right 
one, and close with what matters most. 

 
A. Keep in mind the basic issues.  Millennium, great tribulation, and Israel. 

 
B. The Premillennial view.  Two options exist within this view.  You have Classic or historic 

premillennialism and you have pretribulational premillennialism (dispensational). 
 

1. This view was originally the Jewish view, probably the first 300 or so years of the 
church, then St. Augustine silenced it with another view.  The view reappeared with 
the Anabaptists in the 1500's.  It features at least 2 resurrections and 2 
judgments. 

 
2. We’re in the church age, the great tribulation comes, tribulation ends at the return 

of Jesus, millennial kingdom, reign with Christ on earth (1,000 years) in glorified 
bodies, unbelievers exist, Satan is bound and has no influence, at the end of the 
millennium Satan is released for a final battle, defeated.  Christ then raises 
unbelievers from the dead for judgment, then all go to eternal state. 

 
3. Pre-trib pre-mill says Christ will not only return before the millennium but there 
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will be a secret return before the tribulation where the church is taken out of the 
world.  This view usually maintains a clear distinction before the church and Israel. 

 
4. Major problems?  Lacks support from the gospels and epistles, it seems to miss 

the point that the kingdom comes into our hearts now, and it seems strange that 
Jesus should reign for a millennium with glorified believers and sinners co-
mingling, and Satan finds a rebel army.  

 
C. The post-millennial view means the return of Christ follows the millennium.  Society gets 

more and more Christian, a golden age, and at some point Christ returns. 
 

1. This view was developed in the 1700's by a fellow named Whitby.  It was held by 
most evangelicals from 1720 - 1830.  Hodges, Edwards, etc.  Why? 

 
2. The expansion of missions to heathens made it seem like Christianity would engulf 

the entire world.  Surely society would improve as a result. 
 

3. The major problem with this view is that in the Bible things seem to get worse, not 
better at the second coming.  Will I find faith?  Love? 

 
D. The last view is our position.  It is called amillennial or spiritual. 
 

1. In this view the church age is no mistake, no surprise to God, and the millennium 
of Rev 20 is now.  Satan was bound by the ministry of Jesus Christ, in particular the 
cross.  The tribulation is followed by one loud second coming, one judgement, 
then eternity. 

 
2. The strength of the position is simplicity and an emphasis on the present reign 

and rule of King Jesus.  He has all authority.  His name is above every name!  We 
do not yet see everything under his feet but we shall. 

 
Close 
 

A. Read your Bibles, read Grudem because he describes all these positions at length, read 
Lloyd-Jones on doctrine, and see what for yourself what the Bible teaches.  

 
1. It is wise to understand the various positions because it will help you understand 

what folks accent and teach. 
 

2. The second coming is an important doctrine.  It affects the way we live. 
 

A. But what matters most?  Three thoughts for you: 
 

1. One, 1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.  Or, 1 Thessalonians 5:8 ESV But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 

 
· Jesus says at his return the love of many will grow cold.  How is your love 

towards the Savior?  Towards others?  Or, has unbelief set in?  This is why 
we cling to the old rugged cross. 
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2. Two, rejoice not in your accomplishments, but rejoice that your name is written in 
the Lamb’s Book of life.  Is it? 

 
3. Three, stay awake and keep your focus on today.  Don’t worry about tomorrow, 

today has enough trouble of its own. 
 

B. Living Hope, you have no need to know about times and seasons.  But encourage and 
build one another up, as you are doing. 

 
Pray 
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