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 What will Heaven be Like? 
 Revelation 21:1-22:5 
 
Introduction 
 

A. For our guests, we are in the midst of a series of messages named Final Things.  In 
recent messages we have looked at: 

 
1. Death (we all die). 

 
2. Judgment (we all die, then judgment).  Each soul will either enter heaven or hell 

for eternity. 
 

3. In this message (and quite likely two more) we will consider heaven, then we 
will study hell.  The title of this message is What will heaven be like?  

 
B. I will consider three points.  Common misconceptions, the place of heaven, and the 

person of heaven. 
 
I. Common misconceptions about heaven. 
 

A. To have a misconception means we think about something incorrectly.  I do wonder 
how much we modern American Christians even contemplate heaven and eternity.  

 
Martin Luther said that on his calender there were only two days: “today” and “that 
Day.”  Randy Alcorn in Money, Possessions and Eternity p 151 

 
1. We live today with that day in view. 

 
B. When we do manage to think of heaven, what thoughts are provoked?  Let me give you 

a list of seven common misconceptions. 
 

1. Heaven will boring because there is nothing to do.  
 

2. Won’t we only float around on clouds playing harps with angels? 
 

3. Isn’t heaven an endless floating toward light? 
 

4. Streets of gold don’t interest me, I like brick pavers better. 
 

5. The good things of life that I currently enjoy won’t be in heaven therefore, I 
want to stay and enjoy them while I can. 

 
6. All we will do in heaven is sing Holy, Holy, Holy over and over again.  Try to get 

up, fall down.  And, here is an issue, what style will the music be? 
 

7. Our life in heaven will be disconnected from this life. 
 

C. All these are misconceptions.  It is difficult to think how we will be changed when we 
only know love and joy and pleasures forevermore. 
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II. The place of heaven.  The text is a picture of heaven, not exhaustive, but a picture that 
creates faith and hope as we view it. 

 
A. Heaven is a definite place that is superior to this world.      

 
John 14:2 ESV In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you?   

 
1. God took 6 days to create this world, I wonder what God is preparing for us 

considering how long He is taking. 
 

2. In this life we each experience groanings that will not be with us in heaven. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:1-4 ESV For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.  [2] For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling,  [3] if 
indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked.  [4] For while we are still in this 
tent, we groan, being burdened--not that we would be unclothed, but that we would 
be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.   

 
Romans 8:18-23 ESV For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  [19] For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  [20] For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope [21] 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  [22] For we know that the whole creation 
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  [23] And not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.   

 
Ex: I groan getting out of bed, tying my shoes, living life.  There will be no 

groaning in heaven! 
 

B. Heaven is a definite place consisting of a new heaven and a new earth.   
 

1. The sense of the language used is that this world will be recreated.  Totally 
remade, totally renewed. 

 
2. The world in which we live is incredibly beautiful (Grand Canyon, Yosemite, 

Switzerland).  What we will experience will be even more glorious! 
 

C. Heaven is a definite place where no evil exists.  The text (Revelation 21:1) says the sea 
was no more. 

 
1. The sea means chaos and evil.  Satan came up out of the sea (Revelation 13:1) 

and the great prostitute sits on many waters (Revelation 17:1).  
 

2. Nothing unclean may enter (Revelation 21:27).  The city has gates for 
protection but they are always open. 

 
D. Heaven is a definite place because in this vision real measurements are used.  Man’s 

measurements (same as angels?) are used.  
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1. The picture is a cube of about 1400 miles.  It features the glory of God. 

 
2. The picture includes Old Testament saints (12 tribes) and New Testament saints 

(12 apostles).  Precious, beautiful jewels adorn the city. 
 

3. In a turn of events that surely stunned John the Revelator, John is shown the 
bride of Christ, the church.  

 
Ex: The Bride is glorious, made perfect and complete.  God is with her!  

When you think of the church, do you see this? 
 

The information Scripture provides us about the world to come is substantial, with 
enough detail to help us envision it, but not so much to make us think we can fully 
comprehend it.  Randy Alcorn in In Light of Eternity p 24 

 
E. Heaven is a definite place because God’s people are there. 

 
1. Who do you anticipate spending time with?  Family members, Old Testament 

saints and New Testament saints. 
 
III. Not only are God’s people in heaven, but The person of heaven, God Himself, the Alpha and 

Omega, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior is there! 
 

A. God will dwell with man. 
 

1. In the garden, God came and visited.  Now God dwells. 
 

2. He will wipe away every tear.  No more death, grieving, crying or pain because 
God is there. 

 
B. No need for a temple, no need for light, no darkness.  The river of the water of life 

flows freely, we never thirst again! 
 

1. We will see His face, we will know God. 
 

2. We will reign with God forever and ever! 
 
Close 
 

A. What is your response to this picture of heaven?  Three things to consider. 
 

1. One, which do find you desire more?  Heaven, or this life?  The answer reveals 
with certainty our love and passion for God. 

 
2. Two, are you aware that not everyone enters heaven?  The text is clear that a 

second option exists. 
 

Revelation 21:8 ESV But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be 
in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.   
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3. Three, can you see that our God is a jealous God?  Two examples: 
 

· God takes exception to the cowardly.  God finds no room for the 
cowardly in heaven. 

 
Matthew 10:32-33 ESV So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I 
will also deny before my Father who is in heaven.  

 
· God takes exception to idolaters.  God will be supreme and He will not 

allow in heaven those who love another more. 
 

Idolatry is a worship, in which the honour due to God in Trinity, and to Him only, is 
given to some of His creatures, or some invention of His creatures.  J.C. Ryle in Are 
You Ready for the End of Time? p 86  

 
1 Corinthians 10:14 ESV Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

 
B. I long, as you long, for the day when this battle is over.  I long to go home and I long 

to see all my friends there. 
 

1. Aren’t you grateful for the Savior and His gospel that makes spending eternity 
with God possible?  Grace is amazing! 

 
2. A longing for the place and person of heaven gives us strength to be counted 

among those who conquer this life.  Fix your eyes above and stand firm! 
 

C. In that day we will sing the following song: 
 
1. Free at last, free at last, thank God Almighty, free at last. 

  
Pray  
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