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The Most Excellent Way 
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

 
 
Intro 
 
Continue series on spiritual gifts - this popular wedding text - it is appropriate to lift this text 
from 1 Corinthians and apply it to marriage certainly - but the context of chapter 13 informs 
the area of spiritual gifts and presents us with a guiding principle in the study and 
understanding of spiritual gifts.  
 
Love is the fertile ground in which the healthy Christian and the healthy church grows - love is 
the proper soil for spiritual gifts to flourish. Love is the chief virtue of the Christian life for the 
love that we have is a gift from God.  
 
[7] Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. [8] Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. (1 John 4:7-8) 
 
God defines what loves is - our text will help us with that - It affects the world beyond the 
church - John 13 and 17 - they know we are Christians by the way we love each other 
 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 
 
Why we invite unbelieving friends to CG events and church 
Biblical love is cross-centered - it is not primarily a feeling - it is a fierce, penetrating, 
transforming reality that motivates to action, sacrifice, serving, generosity 
 
Let us commit ourselves to pursue the excellent way of love until Christ returns 
 
I. The Necessity of Love 

 
A. In chapter 12 Paul has given the Corinthians instruction about the nature and function 

of spiritual gifts in the body of Christ - the greatest evidence of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in rebirth but also that gifts - prophecy, healing, tongues- are important, 
everyone has gifts, more gifts are to be desired (v. 31) 
 

B. There is something transcendent that Paul wishes to address - the still more excellent 
way - the way of love.  
 

C. v. 1 If I have the gift of tongues (Corinthians were exalting) but don’t have love - “I am” 
offensive - the gift is not the problem but I become one even in the wielding of it.  
 

D. v. 2 If I have prophetic gifts, words of knowledge / revelation, gift of mountain moving 
faith but don’t have love - “I am nothing” - my gifts may bless but personally I am 
empty / hollow / a zero in God’s eyes 
 

E. v. 3 If I’m generous, sacrificial, even offering myself up in martyrdom - “I gain nothing” 
- I have ultimately accomplished nothing 
 

F. Without love I find myself offensive, empty, impoverished. 
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1. Not saying we drum up love to make God accept us - love is beating heart of the 
Christian - love is the fruit of work of the Holy Spirit 
 

G. God clearly cares about motives 
 
1. Friends, our utmost need is to be people of love, people who walk in the excellent 

way of love - this is the priority - this is the necessity in the church.  
 

H. Paul is not saying these gifts are unimportant - he is saying that what makes these gifts 
distinctly Christian is that they are used through people who love people. Consider the 
opposite: 
 
1. If I speak w/ gift of tongues and have love - I am a beautiful guitar strum, sweet 

violin note - refreshing, life-giving 
 

2. If I faithfully use gifts God has given me like prophecy, knowledge, faith and have 
love - I am significant in God’s eyes as one who builds up his church 
 

3. If I sacrifice and lay my life on the line for Jesus - I gain everything! 
 

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
(Matthew 10:39) 
 

I. Application 
 
1. Without love, our pursuit and use of spiritual gifts is worse than useless - let it all go 

away - but we don’t have to choose one or the other. 
 

2. We do well to check out motives 
 
a) We don’t pursue gifts like prophecy and healing so that we can gain recognition 

- to magnify the glory and grace of Jesus Christ 
b) If I preach an awesome sermon that has the men amending and the womenfolk 

crying in the aisles but have not love - I am a noisy gong or clanging symbol 
c) If I have tons of theological knowledge and understand the nuances of Scripture 

and don’t have love I am nothing 
d) If I give a ton of money to the building fund, tithe regularly, support orphans but 

don’t have love - I gain nothing 
e) But what exactly are we talking about?  

 
The need for genuine, Christ-like love remains as great today as ever. Yet one of our 
greatest problems is defining love. Popular culture - in literature, music, advertising, and 
the visual arts - uses the word to mean just about everything except what the Bible means 
by it. So even Christians are easily misled into thinking love is primarily a feeling, 
something you fall in or out of…but in this chapter, as throughout Scripture, love is first 
of all an action, an unconditional commitment, a promise that is never broken. (Craig 
Blomberg, NIVAC: 1 Corinthians, p. 264) 
 
II. The Character of Love 

 
A. v. 4-7 Paul shows us characteristics of what love looks like 

 
1. Patient - when others aren’t moving as fast we like 

 
Illustration: think about the way we drive - our bent is impatience 
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2. Kind - goes out to people with warm-hearted care 
3. Does not envy - content with what God has given 
4. Does not boast - humble - everything has is a gift from God 
5. Not irritable - not easily angered 
6. Not resentful - keeps no record of wrongs - forgiving and sympathetic 
7. Rejoices in the truth 
8. Bears all things - willing to cover over insults 
9. Believes all things - believes the best - not cynical 
10. Hopes all things - hopes for the best in others and unwaveringly hopes in God 

 
11. Endures all things - contentment in God during opposition  

 
a) This is what God intends his church to look like - this is what he works in his 

people by his Spirit because this looks a lot like Jesus 
 
(1) All for love’s sake he became poor - he look upon our helpless state - sin-

sick, boastful, running towards God’s judgment - and he acted - he loved us.  
 

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:8) 
 
While we were undeserving sinners! 
 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. (1 John 4:10) 
 

(2) Love bears all things - He bore our sin and shame, he bore the righteous 
wrath of God, 

(3) Love endures all things - he endured the shame of the cross for the joy set 
before him 

(4) He of all people would be right in losing patience in us - oh but he is patient, 
he is kind, he is not irritable - he is full of love for us. What grace! 
 

B. Application 
 
1. Every time I read this text I am seriously convicted - how ‘bout you? 

 
a) Read this text and allow God to point out to you ways you are failing to live up to 

the characteristics of biblical love - Marriage, friendships, CG, neighbors, co-
workers 
 

b) Politics - does this mark us in our disagreement with opponents? It must 
 

2. God gave us this description of love to show us his will, his heart toward us, and to 
show us the way in which to walk - we can actually look like this - imperfectly yes - 
this is the work of the Holy Spirit in his people 
 

3. Repent and believe the gospel and freshly set yourself in the way of love towards the 
people around you.  
 

[1] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. [2] And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 
5:1-2) 
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III. The Endurance of Love 
 
A. Verse 8 - love never ends (precious verse) - prophecies, tongues, special knowledge will 

one day come to an end - love never will  
 

B. Verse 9 - gifting in the church will always be incomplete - we earnestly desire spiritual 
gifts but even more we earnestly desire the return of Jesus - v. 10 - we wait for the 
perfect - that great day when Christ returns - v. 12 - when we see him face to face 
there will be know more need for these gifts  
 

Illustration: Record collectors by an imperfect copy of a record as a placeholder until they can 
afford a really nice one. Just so, God has given us these tastes of what is to come with spiritual 
gifts to in a sense hold us over until the full, beautiful, great reality of new heavens and new 
earth when they are no longer needed 
 

C. Verse 11 - we are in the childhood of salvation history - we are headed towards 
maturity in the day of Christ 
 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 
John 3:2) 
 

D. Verse 12 - we see Christ only dimly but soon face to face. I know Christ now but on that 
day my knowledge will catch up to the full reality of who he is 
 

Illustration: It is like we have a photo of Jesus - his Word - the Spirit opens our spiritual eyes to 
his beauty. But we have not yet seen him face to face - come Lord Jesus! 
 

E. Through it all - as we wait for that day - love endures. V. 13 will we have faith in the 
new heavens and new earth - yes, we will continue to trust in and submit to Jesus, will 
we have hope in the new heavens and new earth - yes, we will continue to look forward 
to the ever unfolding glories that God has for us - through it all the greatest of these 
things is love - pouring from the God who is love 
 

There, in heaven, this infinite fountain of love — this eternal Three in One — is set open 
without any obstacle to hinder access to it, as it flows forever. There this glorious God is 
manifested, and shines forth, in full glory, in beams of love. And there this glorious 
fountain forever flows forth in streams, yea, in rivers of love and delight, and these rivers 
swell, as it were, to an ocean of love, in which the souls of the ransomed may bathe with 
the sweetest enjoyment, and their hearts, as it were, be deluged with love! (Jonathan 
Edwards, Heaven is a World of Love) 
 

F. Application 
 
1. Our text doesn’t tell us that any of these gifts have ceased or that they aren’t good - 

Paul simply puts gifts in the proper perspective and so shall we.  
 

2. We walk in this most excellent way of love now because this love will endure forever 
- people who do not love each other now would find heaven to be unbearable.   
 
a) Earnestly desire gifts out of love for this church 

 
(1) If we love people - we will ask for all that God has for this church - even it 

feels uncomfortable or stretches our comfort zone 
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(a) This week - ask God to give the gift of prophecy in our meeting (include 
yourself) and be bold and come up to the mic if God has laid something 
on your heart - we will have pastors up here who will help you navigate 
 

b) Ask yourself this question (always appropriate) - what are the ways that I can 
love people today - what are the opportunities that God will give me today to 
love other people? 
 
(1) Step into it and love! 

 
 

Close 
 
Let us commit ourselves to pursue the way of love until Christ returns 
 
The greatest evidence that heaven has invaded our sphere that the Spirit has been poured 
out upon us, that we are citizens of a kingdom not yet consummated, is Christian love. 
(D.A. Carson, Showing the Spirit, p. 76) 
 
Love is the fertile ground out of which God delights to grow us in spiritual gifts - got to get the 
foundation right 
 
Let’s ask God to do a good, strong work in us by the Holy Spirit. God is preparing us to go into 
Middletown as a community of love.  
 
We will make inroads not through political power but through unwavering, generous love 
 
That is what God wills and works in us for his glory. 
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