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Concerning Spiritual Gifts 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 
 

Intro 
 
As you well know, Christians are not excluded from many of the problems and struggles that 
are common to all people. We live in a fallen world - Jesus has not yet returned - so we wait for 
him to come back and set everything right.  
 
Listen, we experience common problems and struggles, but we have uncommon help from God. 
As children of God, we are given access to the power of God himself.  
 
The real problems, the painful struggles and our diminishing impact won’t be solved short 
of a fresh infusion of power - not just any power, mind you, but spiritual power, the kind 
of power that human flesh can’t produce and education can’t conceive and revamped 
programs can’t strategize. The Church desperately needs the power of her Lord and the 
energy and activity of the Holy Spirit…What the Church needs is truth set aflame by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. (Sam Storms, The Beginner’s Guide to Spiritual Gifts, p. 9) 
 
Yes we do - we need the energy and activity of the Holy Spirit in this church - the truth of the 
gospel set aflame by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Reasons for this sermon series 
 
1. Concern about “open but cautious” - careful that doesn’t lead to “open but not practicing” 
 
2. SG value - we desire to be marked 
 
With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, God’s purpose to dwell among His 
people entered a new era. We believe the Holy Spirit desires to continually fill each 
believer with increased power for Christian life and witness, including the giving of His 
supernatural gifts for the building up of the church and for various works of ministry in 
the world. We are eager to pursue God’s active presence in all its breadth, that Christ may 
be magnified in our lives, in the church, and among the nations.  
 
3. Going into the building - let us now in this place begin anew a passionate pursuit of the 

presence of God 
 
Ex. My prayer - make us to be a wave of God’s grace that crashes down on 
Middletown/Hummelstown - saturating with the gospel, with love, with service 
 
Let’s begin to look at the gifts of the Spirit - together, let’s commit ourselves to pursue these 
gifts of God’s grace for the good of this church 
 
 
I. The Greatest Gift 

 
A. Context - Corinth, a church marked by immorality, excess, division. They were looking 

at certain spiritual gifts, especially tongues, as identifying the “spiritual elite.” Paul steps 
into this area and begins to teach.  
 

B. He doesn’t want them to be uninformed about spiritual gifts so he instructs, he 
corrects.  
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1. He might have said (I would be inclined) to say “Now concerning spiritual gifts - I 
don’t want you to continue to practice them”! 
 

2. But no - the problem is not with the exercise of gifts - they are good and needed! 
We are the ones who can mess things up so God through Paul instructs them and 
us.  
 
a) He is a wise pastor and seeks to give them the information they need to navigate 

through this topic. We too need to be informed. It will not do to be ignorant or 
have a misinformed understanding of this important topic 
 

C. Instead of wading into specifics - he moves immediately to reminding them of their 
condition before Christ.  
 
1. Pagans, led astray to mute idols - Dire situation - without God, wandering, lost, 

worshipping idols - opposed to God and as such an enemy of God 
 

D. He says verse 3 - he wants them to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of 
God ever says “Jesus is accursed” - the kind of language a non-Christian might use. 
Here it is: “no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit” 
 
1. He reminds them of their previous condition - opposed to God and lost - and their 

present condition - declaring that Jesus is Lord  
 

2. What can explain this radical change - nothing less than the Spirit of God - he is 
pointing them to the miracle of regeneration  
 
a) Only the grace of God, in the gospel, through the power of the Holy Spirit can 

explain a sinner opposed to God, coming to trust in and  humble themselves 
under Jesus Christ 
 

[3] For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one 
another. [4] But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
[5] he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6] whom he 
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, [7] so that being justified by his 
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7) 
 

3. He is pointing them to the greatest spiritual gift of all - a new heart! Being born 
again through the Holy Spirit.  
 

4. Regeneration - we were dead in sin - purely because of his grace he made us alive - 
regenerated - This is the preeminent evidence of the Holy Spirit’s power at work - it 
is a miracle! 
 

5. Not just saying the words “Jesus is Lord” - soul that trusts and submits to Jesus - in 
light of his cross 
 
a) Dying in our place, rising from the dead in power - the cross was the coronation 

of the Lord! 
 
 



Living Hope Church 7 August 2016 

 
3 

 

E. Application 
 
1. Be amazed at the grace and power of God 

 
a) No ordinary testimonies - every Christian here is a walking miracle! - don’t need 

testimony like mine… 
 

b) Danger with spiritual gifts - act like the don’t exist (disobedience) - magnify 
them above Christ 
 
(1) Don’t even have to be a Christian to do prophecy  miracles - Matthew 7 

“depart from me you workers of lawlessness I never new you” 
 

(2) Verse 3 is our rudder through this series 
 

The presence of the Spirit in power and gifts makes it easy for God’s people to think of 
the power and gifts as the real evidence of the Spirit’s presence. Not so for Paul. The 
ultimate criterion of the Spirit’s activity is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord. Whatever takes 
away from that, even if they be legitimate expressions of the Spirit, begins to move away 
from Christ to a more pagan fascination with spiritual activity as an end in itself. (Gordan 
Fee, NICNT: 1 Corinthians, p. 582) 
 

(3) Jesus is our north star - as we explore gifts - we look to him to orient us - 
as long as we are going towards him we are doing well - that includes going 
towards the gifts he has for us.  
 

2. We want others to experience this miracle. We must proclaim the gospel in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and beg God to blow upon dead souls and stir to life.  
 
a) Acts - Holy Spirit given to empower witnesses 

 
II. Varieties of Gifts 

 
A. Having placed the saving work of the Spirit in the primary position in the discussion of 

spiritual gifts - he begins to lay out instruction about the varieties of gifts given to 
those who have been regenerated and indwelt by the Spirit of God 
 
1. Charisma - “grace” gifts 

 
B. Three Observations – verses 4-11 

 
1. Trinitarian - verses 4-5 

 
a) varieties of gifts - same Spirit, varieties of service - same Lord (remember verse 

3?), varieties of activities - same God who empowers them all in everyone 
 

b) What matters most in this is God. Spiritual gifts are a personal encounter with 
God and from him - not like magic powers  
 

Ex. Not like the force in Star Wars - tap into the power and move things around the room 
 

(1) Personal - God himself gives and empowers 
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c) Paul is not differentiating the way we might -  activities that serve folks in the 
life of the church - include mercy, giving, miracles 
 

d) Loves variety in unity - body of Christ next week 
 

The Triune God loves diversity - so much so, as someone has remarked, that when he 
sends a snowstorm he makes each flake different. We manufacture ice cubes. (D.A. Carson, 
Showing the Spirit, p. 32) 
 

2. Everyone has gifts 
 
a) Verses 6-7 empowers them all in “everyone” - to each is give a manifestation of 

the Spirit.  
 
(1) Error - receive all the gifts you will have at conversion 

 
b) Nine mentioned by no means exhaustive - check out Romans 12, Ephesians 4 

 
c) utterance of wisdom, utterance of knowledge - revelation to inform the church 

 
d) Faith - not saving faith - this is something different -  

 
…For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for 
you.” (Matthew 17:20) 
 
The gift of faith is that mysterious surge of confidence that rises within a person in a 
particular situation of need or challenge and which gives an extraordinary certainty and 
assurance that God is about to act through a word or an action. (Sam Storms, The 
Beginners Guide to Spiritual Gifts, p. 61) 
 

e) Gifts of healing 
 
(1) Notice “gifts” plural - in various ways - not in view here that someone has a 

permeant healing gift - a “healer” - when God choses to meet the sick in 
power and heal.  
(a) Gifts are transient - according to the will of God 
(b) Pray the sick with faith - not just “I know it’s possible for God to heal”  

 
f) Working of miracles - different than healing - Paul and Elymas 

 
[10] and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and 
villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? [11] And now, 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun 
for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking 
people to lead him by the hand. (Acts 13:10-11) 
 

g) Prophecy - revelation to edify - we will examine in depth later 
 

h) Distinguish between spirits - able to sense what is happening spiritually  
 

i) Tongues and interpretation - God-given language - we will also examine in 
depth later 
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C. The Spirit is sovereign in distribution 
  
1. Verse 11 “apportions to each one individually as he wills 

 
a) We can’t manipulate him - he is God - he is in control 

 
b) Don’t indulge inner hyper Calvinist - he is sovereign but he sovereignly choses 

to invite us to ask him for gifts - Chapter 14 - “earnestly pursue spiritual gifts” 
 

c) Notice verse 7 - all of this is for the “common good” - grand purpose of spiritual 
gifts - “manifestation of the Spirit” - it’s not about us - it’s about his church - 
we need him to supply  
 

D. Application 
 
1. What is your reaction to this list - doubt? Fear? Expectation?  

 
2. Position yourself as desiring 

 
3. Pray and practice 

 
a) Pray  

(1) Read 1 Corinthians 12-14 this week in devotions - with family - pray for 
God to impart these gifts to you and to our church 

(2) Pre-meeting prayer - consider making it a priority 
(3) Pray with your friends, in CG for God to give these gifts of the Holy Spirit 

 
b) Practice 

(1) Step into serving - if someone needs encouragement - ask God to give you a 
word of encouragement and step out in faith 

(2) Someone is sick - lay your hands on them and pray in faith for God to move 
(a) We don’t stop praying for healing if someone doesn’t get healed - we 

don’t stop sharing the gospel when people don’t get saved - it’s our 
privilege and call to minister to others 
 

4. It’s not an option - we obey God - we receive power - we work for the common 
good in the power of the Holy Spirit with the gifts and strength he supplies 
 

Close 
 
As we continue in this series - let’s commit anew to pursue these gifts of God’s grace for the 
good of this church 
 
Let go of presuppositions, pretense - let God himself teach us, renew our minds, stoke our 
zeal, fan the flames of passion for his glory 
 
I have a real sense that God is going to work some things in us individually and in the life of 
this church 
 
Let’s rouse ourselves and cry out to God for him to move - for his active presence in our 
Sunday meetings, in our homes, CGs 
 
Jesus magnified, the Spirit of God honored and relied upon, church built up for the glory of 
God. Amen 
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Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format provided that 
you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of reproduction. For web posting, a 
link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the above must be approved by Living Hope 
Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
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