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 Two Wisdoms 
 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 
 
Introduction 
 

A. The church in Corinth was loaded with problems.  The main problem seems to be that divisions existed 
in the church. 

 
1. Some followed Paul, some Apollos, some Cephas (Peter), and the super-spiritual, having no 

need of leaders, said they followed Jesus Christ.  
 

B. Paul’s response is to point this church towards the gospel, and in particular, the cross.  In a brilliant 
argument, Paul makes the case that there are only two wisdoms.  

 
1. The wisdom of the world. 

 
2. The wisdom of God demonstrated at the cross. 

 
C. Paul made this point first in 1 Corinthians 1:18: 

 
1 Corinthians 1:18 (ESV) For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 

 
1. In 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Paul explains the message of the cross.  The world wants either a sign 

or wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified. 
 

2. In 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Paul explains the effect of the cross.  God calls the foolish, the weak, 
the low and the despised, to shame the wisdom of the world.  Amazing grace! 

 
3. In 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Paul reminds them that he came preaching.  Not with lofty speech, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power.  Lives were changed! 
 

D. Now, in 1 Corinthians 2:6-16, Paul tells the Corinthians more of the same.  There are only two wisdoms. 
 The message of the cross and anything else you like. 

 
I. As we consider these 11 verses, I think it would be best to begin by mentioning two uses of this text 

that are incorrect.  This would be not dividing the Word of God rightly (much maligned).  
 

A. The first incorrect use is verse 9.  This is a loose quotation from Is. 64:4 and 65:17.   
 

1. Often you will hear this verse read at funerals because it speaks about “what God has 
prepared.”  Didn’t Jesus go prepare a place (John 14:1-2)? 

 
2. Read on.  In verse 10, Paul tells us these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.  We 

have these things now.  The word of the cross, when understood, is incredible. 
 

B. The second incorrect use pertains to verse 14. 
1. Self-righteousness resides in each one us.  It is not a question of if, it is a question of where.   

 
2. This verse has been used by Christians when they perceive they have a superior view on an 

issue to other Christians.  I am spiritual, you are not. 
 

Ex: Operation Rescue, the person and work of Holy Spirit, an opinion. 
 

Almost every form of spiritual elitism, “deeper life” movement, and “second blessing” doctrine has appealed to this 
text.  To receive the Spirit according to their special expression paves the way for people to know “deeper truths” 
about God... What is painful about so much of this is not simply the improper use of this passage, but that so often 



it is accompanied by a toning down of the message of the cross.  Gordon Fee in NICNT, p 120  
 

3. In this text, when Paul speaks about the mature, and a secret and hidden wisdom that is now 
revealed, he places all Christians together.  There are two wisdoms.  

 
· The natural person is an unbeliever.  If we divide over non-essentials, we play along with 

the divisive party-spirit of the church in Corinth.  
 

Ex: Be careful when you think are more spiritual than another person.  Pride is lurking. 
 

1 Corinthians 8:2 (ESV) If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know.   
 
II. Now, what does the text rightly say? 
 

A. The paragraph divides into 3 sections. 
 

1. In 1 Corinthians 2:6-10a, Paul contrasts the two wisdoms this way: Those who receive God’s 
wisdom and those who do not. 

 
2. In 1 Corinthians 2:10b-13, Paul contrasts the two wisdoms this way: The Spirit of God and the 

spirit of the world. 
 

3. In 1 Corinthians 2:14-16, Paul contrasts the two wisdoms this way: The “natural” person and the 
“spiritual” person. 

 
B. These 11 verses contain some of the best teaching on the person and work of the Holy Spirit to be 

found in the Scriptures. 
 

1. Paul begins verse 6 by affirming a wisdom that is imparted.  There are two wisdoms.  One 
wisdom is unacceptable, another wisdom Paul preaches. 

 
2. This wisdom that Paul preaches is Jesus Christ and Him crucified.   

 
C. In this paragraph Paul changes from singular to plural (from I to we).  Those preaching the gospel, the 

message of the cross, do impart a certain wisdom.   
 

D. The mature receive this wisdom.  The mature believe and live a certain lifestyle. 
1. Paul presses this point in several other texts.  Paul’s labor of love was to see churches become 

mature.  What do the mature look like? 
 

Colossians 1:28-29 (ESV) Him [Jesus Christ] we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  [29] For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he 
powerfully works within me.  

 
· Similar in Eph. 4:11-16. 

 
Philippians 3:10-16 (ESV) That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death,  [11] that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  [12] 
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own.  [13] Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,  [14] I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  [15] Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you.  [16] Only let us hold true to what we have attained.  

 
In a word, for Paul, to be mature is to know I have not yet arrived and to press forwards.  In this sense, the newest 
Christian can be ‘mature’ and old stagers can often get into a rut and stop moving on in the Lord.  Maturity is, 
therefore, a process, not a plateau.  David Prior in TBST 1 Corinthians, p 52 

 
2. The simple question, then, becomes this.  Do you believe you have arrived?   

 



· We may believe the answer is no.  Yet, don’t we often act like in fact we have arrived?  
May the Spirit give us wisdom to be humble. 

 
III. So we see these three divisions.  These contrasts, remember, are between believer and unbeliever, not 

between believers.  Paul continues to present the centrality of the cross. 
 

A. In 1 Corinthians 2:6-10a, those who receive God’s wisdom and those who do not. 
 

1. The wisdom of this age is perishing.  It is of zero ultimate value, it is passing away.   
 

2. The rulers of this age (the wise man, the scholar, the philosopher of 1:20 and the wise, 
influential, and noble of 1:26) are doomed to pass away.  

 
3. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom - Jesus Christ crucified.  These things have been 

revealed to those who love God. 
 

· A great test: Do you love Jesus Christ?  Those who receive God’s wisdom love the 
Savior.  This love comes because these things have been revealed to us. 

 
Ex: Some see, some are blind.  Very similar to parables. 

 
B. In 1 Corinthians 2:10b-13, the Spirit of God and the spirit of the world. 

 
1. The spirit of the world will not acknowledge the cross.  They are blind, they cannot se. 

 
2. The spirit of the world is a man-centered, self-centered spirit. 

 
A wisdom proper to this age is ... one that arises out of and is marked by rebellion against God; it represents 
(however splendid and spiritual - or scientific - it may appear) the creature’s attempt to secure his position over 
against the Creator; in a word it is (as far as man is concerned) man-centered.  C.K. Barrett in 1 Corinthians 
Commentary, p 70 

 
2. The Spirit of God helps us understand the things given us by God.  What has God given us?  

The cross and our salvation that flows from the cross. 
 

3. Paul anchors himself fast to the cross.  The Holy Spirit reveals, inspires and illuminates truth to 
our hearts.  What a glorious God! 

 
C. In 1 Corinthians 2:14-16, the “natural” person and the “spiritual” person. 

 
1. The spiritual person, then, recognizes their total and complete dependence on the Holy Spirit.  It 

wasn’t anything within themselves that gave understanding. 
 

2. The natural person does not accept the cross.  They must look somewhere else, because only 
two wisdoms exist.  

 
There are only two alternatives: ultimately either wisdom is from the world and is opposed by God, or it is God-
given and tied to the cross.  There is no middle ground.  Those who try to create some middle ground by imitating 
the Corinthians - who confessed the Jesus of the cross but were drawn to one or another of the public philosophies 
and values of the day - will gain nothing but the rebuke of Scripture.  D.A. Carson in The Cross and Christian 
Ministry, p 62   

 
Close 
 

A. What can we apply from this text?  A couple of thoughts on spiritual maturity. 
 

1. To be spiritually mature is to be tied to the cross. 
 

Those who are most mature are most grateful for the cross and keep coming back to it as the measure of God’s 
love for them and the supreme standard of personal self-denial.  D.A. Carson in The Cross and Christian Ministry, 



p 62 
 

2. To be spiritually mature is to be united with other believers, not divided.  Whatever our individual 
concerns and issues may be, we are one in Christ (on the same team). 

 
So many Christians today identify themselves with some “single issue” (a concept drawn from politics) other than 
the cross, other than the gospel.  It is not that they deny the gospel.  If pressed, they will emphatically endorse it.  
But their point of self-identification, the focus of their minds and hearts, what occupies their interest and energy, is 
something else: a style of worship, the abortion issue, home schooling, the gift of prophecy, pop sociology, a 
certain brand of counseling, or whatever.  Of course, all these issues have their own importance.  Doubtless we 
need some Christians working on them full time.  But even those who are so engaged must do so as an extension 
of the gospel, as an extension of the message of the cross.  They must take special pains to avoid giving any 
impression that being really spiritual or really insightful or really wise turns on an appropriate response to their 
issue... It is at least possible that we are the generation of believers who will destroy much of historic Christianity 
from within - not, in the first instance, by rancid unbelief, but by raising peripheral questions to the place where, 
functionally, they displace what is central.... the message of the crucified Messiah.  D.A. Carson in The Cross and 
Christian Ministry, p 63-64 

 
3. To be spiritually mature is to love God.  To love God is to obey Him. 

 
4. To be spiritually mature is to know I haven’t yet arrived. 

 
5. To be spiritually mature is to acknowledge our dependence on the Holy Spirit.  Unless truth is 

revealed to us, we perish.  
 
 
 


