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 Enriched in Jesus Christ in Every Way 
 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 
Introduction 
 

A. We turn our attention from James to another letter of the New Testament.  Besides the fact 
that this is the Word of God, why 1 Corinthians now?   Several reasons. 

 
1. 1 Corinthians is the pre-eminent charismatic book of the New Testament.   

 
· Living Hope enjoys the sovereignty of God and reformed doctrine, but we will never, 

ever stray from an active, passionate pursuit of the presence of God in our midst. 
 
    2. 1 Corinthians chapters 1-3 are essential today because here we see that the gospel of 

Jesus Christ is everything.  The church uniquely offers no other help.  
 

He [Martyn Lloyd-Jones] also advised me to study 1 Corinthians chapters 1 to 3 saying, “I am convinced that 
no chapters are more important to preach from at this time.”  Iain Murray in The Fight of Faith (p 137)   

 
· In our time the church has bought into hundreds of pursuits and solutions to bring 

victory to the Christian life. 
 

3. 1 Corinthians helps us understand that the gospel of necessity requires holiness in the life 
of the Christian.  

 
1 Corinthians ... theological contributions are writ large in the history of the church.  For here Paul is doing 
what he does best, bringing the gospel to bear in the marketplace.  For him the truth of his gospel is finally 
tested in its ability to work its way out in the exigencies of everyday life in some very ticklish situations.  
Gordon Fee in 1 Corinthians NINCT Commentary (p 16)   

 
· We are both in Christ and set apart for Jesus Christ.  Therefore, actions that are a 

violation of the character of God cannot continue. 
 

4. The church in Corinth was worldly.   
 

Paul’s Corinth was at once the New York, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas of the ancient world.  The scattered 
pieces of evidence from Acts, 1 Corinthians, and Romans suggest that the church was in many ways a mirror 
of the city.  Gordon Fee in 1 Corinthians NINCT Commentary (p 3)   

 
· The church in our nation at this time in many ways resembles the church in Corinth.  

It often cannot be distinguished from the surroundings. 
 

B. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (p 607) summarizes the problems of the church in Corinth in this way.  I 
think you may be able to see similarities to our time.  He sees 3 main problems:    

 
1. Intellectualism.  There was a desire to be ‘wise’ and to forget about the difference 

between the ‘wisdom of the world’ and ‘the wisdom of God.’ 



· In our time, science rules.  To be a Bible believing scientist would be in most places 
an oxymoron of major proportions.    

 
· In our time, psychology rules.  This is the answer to the woes of humanity.  The true 

Christian must use the mind in a certain way. 
 

The Christian is in possession of a strength which is not his own.  He has ‘died to sin.’  He has the ability to 
resist sin and must do so.  Every Christian who falls into sin is a fool.  If a Christian feels he is in a state of 
defeat it is because he is being controlled by his subjective feelings instead of by an understanding of the 
truth.  Deliverance from this condition, therefore, depends upon a total change of approach: Christians are 
to look not at themselves and their problems but at what God has done for them; their need is not the 
‘hospital’ but the ‘barracks’ where they will forget their own ‘troubles and ills’ and learn to fight in the army. 
 ‘We must get rid of the notion of the clinic and the hospital; and we must look at these things more in 
terms of God and His glory, and the great campaign which He inaugurated through the Son of His love and 
which He is going to bring to triumphant conclusion.  Iain Murray in The Fight of Faith (p 408)         

 
2. Carnality.  A kind of antinomianism seemed to have entered in. 

 
· The Christian is not his own, he was purchased for a price.  We do not earn salvation, 

we do not earn God’s love, but, the way we live matters. 
 

3. An unbalanced spirituality.  The whole church was being torn by this unhealthy interest in 
phenomena and, in particular, gifts, especially the gift of speaking in tongues. 

 
· In our time, churches divide over the use and practice of spiritual gifts.  Paul will 

show us that the way of love is the superior way. 
 

· Be careful with phenomena.  They have accompanied every major revival.  Do not rule 
them out, do not place them in a category of spiritual maturity.  

 
C. I’ve planned out 25 sermons which will take us well into October.  My purpose is this:  Changing 

lives for the glory of God.  The means is the gospel. 
 
I. The setting and the occasion of 1 Corinthians needs to be known for us to comprehend the things 

Paul writes about. 
 

A. On Paul’s second missionary journey, before arriving in Corinth, he visited Macedonia.   
 

1. In Philippi Paul and Silas, upon casting out an evil spirit, are beaten with rods. 
 

2. Thessalonica was next.  There men tried to seize them by force. 
 

3. Then Berea, where the Jews were found to be noble in that they searched then Scriptures, 
but the rabble from Thessalonica came and agitated the crowds again. 

 
4. Paul goes to Athens where the reception is lukewarm.  A few believers would make the 

beginnings of a church. 
 

B. Then Corinth (wealthy, large, seaport, sexual practice including homosexuality).   



C. For various reasons, Paul is fearful to preach. 
 

1. Paul arrived in weakness, and discovered grace in his weakness. 
 

2. Paul finds the good company of Aquila and Priscilla.  Silas and Timothy arrive from up north 
in Macedonia.  An angel appears to Paul in a vision (Do not be afraid, no harm, many people). 

 
3. Paul stayed in Corinth for 18 months, his second longest stay (only Ephesus was longer).  

 
D. For this reason, you would think that the church in Corinth was close to Paul.  It seems that while 

Paul held them dear in his heart, they questioned Paul’s leadership and authority. 
 

E. Approximately 3 years go by.  Paul wrote once (see 1 Corinthians 5:9) and has now received a 
report that trouble is brewing in Corinth.  The church is divided.  Corinth also sends a list of 
questions.  

 
1. 1 Corinthians is Paul’s response. 

 
2. You should be aware that some scholars attempt to divide 1 and 2 Corinthians into 

different letters.  It seems unnecessary and the best manuscripts are one. 
 

F. 1 Corinthians is one of the earliest books in the New Testament.  Only 1 and 2 Thessalonians 
definitely precede, and James and  Galatians probably precede, then comes 1 Corinthians.  

 
II. Paul begins with a greeting. 
 

A. In the greeting Paul establishes his claim.  Called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
 

1. As Paul is called, so is the church in Corinth called.  They are called to be saints together 
with all who call upon Jesus Christ. 

 
2. Grace and peace (‘Tis mercy all, immense and free) . 

 
B. Notice how Paul refers to the church in Corinth.  It is the church of God.  

 
1. Not my church, our church, Paul’s church, but the church of God.  It is a healthy corrective 

that we may apply as well. 
 
III. Paul then moves on to thanksgiving for them. 
 

A. Paul says: I give thanks to my God always for you.  Why?  Because of the grace of God given you 
in Christ Jesus. 

 
1. You were enriched in Christ in every way. 

 
2. You enriched in all speech and knowledge. 

 
3. You are not lacking any spiritual gift as you wait for Jesus Christ who will sustain you to 

the end, guiltless on that final day when Jesus Christ returns. 



B. Wait a minute Paul.  Are you aware of what this church is going through? 
 

1. 20 Controversies that almost killed a Church by Richard Ganz.  20!!  A sample: 
 

· There is quarreling among you (1 Corinthians 1:11). 
· Sexual immorality that not even pagans do (1 Corinthians 5:1).  
· When you meet it is for the worse, not the better (1 Corinthians 11:17). 
· When you have the Lord’s supper, some go hungry, some get drunk (1 Corinthians 

11:20-21).  
 

The one fact most people have at their fingertips concerning the Corinthian church is that it was a mess - 
full of problems, sins, division, heresy.  It was, in this sense, no different from any modern church.  The 
church is a fellowship of sinners before it is a fellowship of saints.  David Prior in 1 Corinthians TBST 
Commentary (p 23)  

 
   2. Paul thanks God for them!  How can Paul do that? 
 

C. The key is found in verse 9.  This verse may well be the key verse in the entire letter. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:9 (ESV) God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 
1. Paul’s confidence is not grounded in present circumstances.  His confidence is in God, who is 

faithful. 
 

2. Paul’s confidence is in God because Paul has seen evidences of grace in the Corinthians.  
Though sin abounded, grace was present. 

 
Close 
 

We need to register this primary truth - Paul looks at the Corinthian church as it is in Christ before he 
looks at anything else that is true of the church.  That disciplined statement of faith is rarely made in local 
churches.  The warts are examined and lamented, but often there is no vision of what God has already done 
in Christ.  David Prior in 1 Corinthians TBST Commentary (p 23)  

 
A. This is what we want to apply to our lives from this text.   

 
1. Do we see grace in folks lives before we see the warts? 

 
Ex: Friends, spouse, children?  Pastors or care group leaders?  The sin is unbelief. 

 
B. How do we do that?  We do it the way Paul did it.  It is the only way.  Our lives are not grounded 

in this world but in eternity.  We see what will be, not what is.  We live by faith. 
 

A clear future focus is essential for healthy Christians living in the present.  David Jackman in Let’s Study 1 
Corinthians (p 8) 

 
1. The ability to be critical is not a spiritual gift.  If I have not love, I gain nothing. 

 
· Critical folks are a dime a dozen.  Folks who excel in the gift of encouragement are 



rare, but that is our aim. 
2. I want to thank you, Living Hope, for being a church that demonstrates an understanding of 

grace, eternity, and encouragement. 
 

C. We’re not surprised by sin.  It lurks in each and every one.  Grace takes our breath away.  
 

1. God, who called us into fellowship with Jesus Christ, is faithful. 
 

2. Therefore, gratitude erupts in our hearts for the believers God has joined us to. 
 
 
 


