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 Gospel-Centered Marriage  
 Colossians 3:1-25 
 
 
Introduction 
 

A. I’ve recently have had the pleasure and privilege of officiating a number of weddings.  It is hard work but 
it has benefits.  The best benefit? 

 
B. I have is the best view in the house.  There are two moments that I seem to enjoy the most when 

officiating a wedding. 
 

1. One is the prayer of blessing.  It is a privilege to pray for and bless the couple. 
 

2. The second is the vows that the couple makes to each other. 
 

C. Our times are less traditional and so often couples write their own vows.  It is hard to improve on the 
original vows for clarity and brevity.  Traditional vows go like this: 

 
I, Ken, take thee, Beth, to my wedded Wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, 
according to God's holy ordinance, and thereto I plight thee my troth.  

 
I, Beth, take thee, Ken, to my wedded Husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, 
according to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I give thee my troth. 

 
1. In my experience, the couple is usually smiling, though nervous.  Sincere, gazing at the other, 

trying to maintain composure, marriage vows are holy ground. 
 

2. The couple is eager for the ceremony to conclude, so the reception can conclude, so they can 
get to the real deal.  Marital bliss!  Enjoying one another for life! 

 
D. Vows may be the highlight for the couple (the kiss?), but for me the prayer of blessing is where my 

emotions come through.  I usually make it, but just barely. 
 

1. I know that significant trials await the strongest of loves.  It can sometimes feel like I am sending 
two young, innocent lambs off to be slaughtered.  If hearts could speak: 

 
I, Ken, take thee, Beth, to my wedded wife.  I want you to respect me no matter what I do, to joyously 
submit to me, preferably without questions, and to love me no matter when I get home.  I expect hot, 
superb meals on time and I need to feel very important, don’t let me down. 

 
I, Beth, take thee, Ken, to my wedded husband.  I want you to love me as deeply as I require.  I expect 
to always be treated with gentle affection whether my emotions are up or down, or I change my mind.  I 
want long, warm talks, don’t disappoint me. 

 
Ex: Driving home, one of us will usually ask: So, what do you think?  Not how it went. 
 

E. Aren’t you feeling insecure if I recently married you?  Wonder what they said about us?  Let me share 
my answers with you, I only have two of them. 

 
1. Rarely I have said something like this.  I don’t feel too good about this one.  But, if they get fully 
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involved in a good local church I think they may prosper. 
 

2. Usually I say something like this.  I think they’re in good place but they’re going to need to be 
fully involved in a good local church to prosper. 

 
F. The point is this.  My views and feelings are irrelevant to the success of any marriage.  If a marriage is 

to flourish, it must be planted in a local church.  Why? 
 

1. Because we can never forget the gospel. 
 

2. The title of this message is Gospel-Centered Marriage. 
 
I. In every letter Paul penned to a local church he always recounted the gospel (Romans, Corinthians, 

Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians and Thessalonians). 
 

A. In letters to individuals (Timothy, Titus and even Philemon) Paul always made reference to the gospel.  
Even though Paul knew he was writing to believers, he never assumed the gospel.   

 
Paul always assumed that his readers needed to be clearly and specifically reminded of the content of 
the gospel.  C.J. Mahaney in Pastoral Leadership for Manhood and Womanhood p 192  

 
B. Paul knew that believers are prone to drifting away from the gospel.  Why do we drift? 

 
1. Worldliness (living by sight, not by faith). 

 
2. Legalism (we try to do good works so God’s view of us is elevated). 

 
3. Subjectivity (oriented towards our feelings). 

 
C. What is the gospel? 

 
1. The perfect pre-existent one, Jesus Christ, died for our sins and was resurrected on the 3rd day.  

Or, in three words, adoption through propitiation. 
 

The gospel is the good news that Christ died in our place to pay the penalty for our sins... The death of 
Christ secured for us not only freedom from the penalty of sin, but also deliverance from the dominion of 
sin in our lives.  Jerry Bridges in The Discipline of Grace p 61   

 
2. Jesus died so we who believe in Him can have abundant life. 

 
D. Paul always proclaimed the gospel before coming to practical matters of life.  Paul always related the 

Christian life to the cross. 
 
II. Never mind the glorious truths of the gospel in Colossians 1 & 2.  Paul unpacks the gospel again in 

Colossians 3, our text. 
 

A. IF!  The only conceivable way these instructions can be followed in Paul’s view is if one has been 
delivered from the domain of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1:12-13). 

 
B. Think about the topic of marriage as we look at this text.  Notice what we are told to do. 

 
1. Seek the things that are above, where Christ is (Colossians 3:1). 

 
2. Set your minds on things above, not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:2). 
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C. I thought you told me to think about marriage?  Yet, Paul tells me to think about other things.   
 

1. Which is it?  It is both!  All of life is lived with God and eternity in view.  We never assume the 
gospel. 

 
Ex: Driving down to Fairfax on Thursday, did not adjust the mirror, had a blind spot, almost 

ran the guy of the road.  The gospel cannot be in your blind spot! 
 

2. Our response to the gospel is seen in Colossians 3:3.  For you died. 
 

Luke 9:23 ESV And he [Jesus] said to all. “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me. 

 
3. Since you have died, since the divine nature dwells within you, put sin to death (anger, slander, 

lies, etc.). 
 

· On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  The gospel always includes the wrath of 
God. 

 
· Therefore, don’t do the very things God hates with a holy hatred. 

 
4. So we are commanded by God to put them off. 

 
III. We put off sin, we put on righteousness.  It is never sufficient to simply try to stop sin, something 

must replace that activity. 
 

A. Paul proceeds to describe the glories of the Christian life, beginning in Colossians 3:12.  Lay the grid of 
marriage over this part of the text.   

 
B. The text tells us three attributes of a gospel-centered marriage.  If we’re living aware of the gospel, 

these three evidences of grace will abound.  
 

Ex: You and your spouse are cuddled up on a three-legged stool.  If one of these is missing, or 
defective, you’re in trouble.  You will slide off. 

 
1. Acceptance (Colossians 3:13 - bearing with one another). 

 
Romans 15:7 NIV Accept one another then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 

 
· Do you understand why Christ accepted you?  Incomprehensible! 
Ex: In pre-marital counseling, we use a David Powlison article which asks this question.  Can 

you marry this person if they never change? 
 

· Is your spouse overwhelmed with consistent kind, patient acceptance (or, do you withhold 
acceptance because your spouse did not deliver the goods)?   

 
2. Forgiveness (Colossians 3:13 - forgiving one another, just as Christ has forgiven you, especially 

when your spouse has a complaint against you). 
 

· It is probable that your spouse commits their worst sins against you.  You and I return the 
favor. 

 
The unforgiving spirit ... is the number one killer of spiritual life.  James Coulter excerpted from 10 
Questions by Don Whitney 
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Ex: Jesus taught that our sins are not forgiven if we do not forgive others. 

 
· Is your spouse living with the warm comfort of your abiding forgiveness (or, do we carry 

past issues around, bringing them up when convenient?) 
 

3. Love (Colossians 3:14 - love binds everything together in perfect harmony). 
 

· Love is anchored in commitment.  In marriage, God gives us the gift of a mirror where our 
weakness and sinfulness is fully exposed.  How will our spouse respond? 

 
· Love is anchored in sacrifice.  The wonder of God’s love for us is that He knows us, we 

were enemies, yet He died on the cross for us. 
 

To know that God knows everything about me and yet loves me is my ultimate consolation.  What a 
comfort to know I cannot pull the wool over God’s eyes - there’s no point in ever trying.  The human 
institution of marriage should mirror that consolation.  The more we are able to reveal ourselves to our 
life partners and still be loved, the more we are able to understand what a relationship with God is all 
about.  R.C. Sproul in The Intimate Marriage p 9-10   

 
· Is your spouse aware of your unconditional love or do you live out your marriage under 

the pay-as-you-go plan? 
 
Close 
 

A. Great marriages will blossom when each spouse is focused on living the gospel personally.  This 
means we accept, forgive and love our spouse.  Regardless. 

 
1. It can only be done by grace when your eyes are fixed on things above. 

 
B. These truths apply to every relationship.  But let me ask, how are you doing in living the gospel in your 

marriage?   
 

1. I am grateful to God for my wife, Beth.  She accepts, forgives and loves me and in doing this, 
reminds me of the gospel.  I hope to be the same to her. 

 
John Bunyan once exhorted husbands to be “such a believing husband to your believing wife that she 
may say, God has not only given me a husband, but such a husband as preaches to me every day the 
way of Christ to His church.  Quoted by Douglas Wilson in Reforming Marriage p 8  

 
C. The way of Christ is the way of acceptance, forgiveness, and love.   

 
1. Christ accepts all who come to him. 

 
2. Christ forgives the sin of all who come to him. 

 
3. Christ loves all who come to him. 

 
D. So, whatever you do in your life, minimally, do Phil 1:27. 

 
Philippians 1:27a ESV Only let your life [marriage] be worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

 
1. How, Paul?  Accept, forgive, and love others.  Where do I begin?  Start with your spouse. 

 
2. How does your heart respond?   
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· What a privilege to accept, forgive, and love my spouse.  Congratulations, you have the 

gospel in sight! 
 

· I have to do this though I don’t want to.  Then gospel is in your blind spot.  You have 
drifted, and you are at a serious place. 

 
E. If you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, to know His acceptance, forgiveness, and love you only need 

to acknowledge your unloveliness (sin) and your need for a Savior.  
 

John 3:16 ESV For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 

 
 
 
 


