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To The Ends of the Earth 
Acts 28:17-31 

 
 

 
Intro 
 
My wife likes happy endings in movies not ambiguous ones - that’s broadly true for each us - 
we want Darth Vader to be defeated, we want Voldemort to be vanquished, we want the dark 
Lord Sauron to be destroyed 
 
The best stories do tend to see the good guys win and the bad guys lose. 
 
Reflects the true story of where history is headed  - Good will trump - evil will be defeated - 
with a twist - the twist is that bad guys will be forgiven and declared good, and good guys will 
face judgment for trusting in their own, insufficient goodness instead of Christ.  
 
End of the book of Acts - We haven’t seen the end of this story - we are in the middle of the 
story - but we do know the end.  
 
[21:1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
[3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4) 
 
 The end of the story for all who have trusted Christ is “they lived happily ever after” 
 
Before we reach eternity of happy days - there is work to do - there is a gospel to be preached 
- we want to bring as many people to Christ as we can. The gospel must go to the ends of the 
earth and we must carry it 
 
3 preparations for the mission from the book of Acts - we get our head and heart right as we 
participate in Christ’s call for us to witness to the gospel  
 
 
I. Arm Yourself With Hope 

 
A. Through the providence of God - through opposition, trials, through a storms, 

shipwreck, being bit by poisonous snake - Paul arrives in Rome 
 

The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” (Acts 
23:11) 
 

1. Jesus is always true to his word 
 

B. Pioneer - chained to a guard 24/7 - wastes no time - He calls the Jewish leaders - likely 
synagogue rulers - together and gives them a synopsis of how he came to be in Rome.  
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1. He hadn’t done anything wrong but he was falsely accused by the Jews in Jerusalem. 
Romans seized him. Set off a course of several kangaroo courts. In the end he 
appealed to Caesar to avoid being turned over to the Jews who were conspiring to 
kill him - because of the gospel.  
 

C. Verse 20 - “it is because of the hope of Israel I am wearing this chain” 
 

Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the 
hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” (Acts 23:6) 
 

1. Paul preached real concrete hope 
 

2. The promised Messiah has come - Jesus Christ has come - the hope of eternal life 
revealed in him.  
 
a) Christ died in the place of sinners, was raised in the power of God, crushing 

death, establishing a wondrous destiny for all who trust in him, the hope of 
eternal life! 
 

D. The Jews haven’t heard anything about Paul - they do want to understand more about 
Christianity 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Unbeliever - Do you know this hope? Hope that comes from sins forgiven, guilt 

removed, friendship with God, eternity of happy days. You can if you will turn to 
Christ and trust him. 
 

2. Suffering Christian - be reminded of this great hope - there will be an end - as you 
wait - arm yourself with hope - the great day is coming - suffering will end - 
heaven is your destination Jesus will keep you and carry you through. Come Lord 
Jesus! 
 

3. Look around at political landscape - now is a great time to stop locating your hope 
in politicians - transfer your hope to Jesus 
 
a) Concern is appropriate - anxiety is a symptom of hope being in the wrong place 

 
4. Ours is a mission to proclaim hope to those around us - we arm ourselves with 

hope - we must find hope in Christ and carry that hope to those around us  
 

II.  Prepare For The Challenge 
 
A. Verse 23 They return with a crew of curious Jews - Paul goes to work - a succinct 

picture of his ministry  
 
1. He expounds - he explains and teaches the Bible (OT) to them 

 
a) Testifying to the kingdom of God - God’s reign in the lives of his people 

 
b) Trying to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

 
(1) Luke 24 - the whole Bible is actually about Jesus 



Living Hope Church 3 July 2016 

 
3 

 

(2) He’s “trying to convince”, he’s working hard appealing to their hearts and 
heads to believe upon Christ 
 
(a) “God has to move…” true - but we must work - the problem is when we 

lose one of these  
 

B. Some believe, some disbelieve (common response) - he clears the room with one 
statement (v. 25) “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah” 
 
1. Pause - he is affirming the divine inspiration of Scripture. When we read the Bible 

the Holy Spirit - God - is speaking to us.  
 

C. Quotes Isaiah 6:9-10 -  
 
1. You will hear - but never understand, you will see - but never perceive. The reason? 

 
a) Heart has grown dull, they can’t hear, they have closed their eyes – volitional 

 
(1) They hear the Word - their senses have malfunctioned 

 
(2) Calloused, critical, common condition apart from grace 

 
2. Look at the glory they are turning away from - if they would see, hear, understand, 

and turn they would be healed! 
 
a) Jesus miracles - healing the blind, deaf - miracles in Acts - point to the spiritual 

healing/restoration that we need - that Jesus gives to everyone who turns to him 
 
(1) Not just to bless - healed but not saved? 

 
3. We are talking about v. 28 “the salvation of God”!!! The Jewish people won’t listen he 

will turn to the gentiles - not done with the Jews - Jew first then to the gentile.  
 

Leaflock has grown sleepy, almost tree-ish, you might say: he has taken to standing by himself 
half-asleep all through the summer with the deep grass of the meadows round his knees. 
Covered with leafy hair he is. He used to rouse up in winter; but of late he has been too drowsy 
to walk far even then. (J.R.R. Tolkien) 
 

D. Application 
 
1. Maybe you’ve arrived hear spiritually drowsy, dull of heart, can’t see very well 

 
a) Because of running after sin - John Bunyan - “this book will keep you from sin or 

sin will keep you from this book.  
 

b) Overly familiar with holy things - the Word of God is common to you and so, 
easily ignored 
 
(1) Yes I get it - tell people about Jesus… 

 
c) Bitterness 

 
d) Pride - thinking we are better than others - Pharisees instead of publicans in 

need of Mercy 
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(1) Today God holds out to you renewal - there is healing, there is restoration 
for your soul - turn again to Christ 
 
(a) Blind man in Luke 18 - son of David have mercy on me! Turn and receive 

healing from Jesus 
 

(b) This is the challenge - deafness, blindness, dullness  within us - certainly 
with the lost - God must move - we are radically dependent on his grace 
 

e) BUT - some will be convinced! The only way we fail is to not tell people about 
Jesus 
 

III. Continue The Mission 
 
A. Acts ends on a hopeful note v. 20-31 

 
1. Paul lives in Rome for 2 years - paying his own way - likely renting an apartment 

 
2. He continues his ministry - welcoming, proclaiming Christ, with boldness and 

without hindrance 
 
a) Fruitful - wrote Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians 

 
B. Application 

 
1. Sacrifice - for the sake of Christ 

 
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. (Acts 20:24) 
 

a) Money - ex. Building 
 

b) Time  
 
(1) knowing Netflix better than neighbors 

 
2. Welcome – hospitality 

 
[42] And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. [43] And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. [44] And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. [45] And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. [46] And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, [47] praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-
47) 
 

a) Connecting with neighbors - invite to dinner - bring them a meal (Kate) 
 

b) Invite to church - Our extended home - opportunities in the building  
 

c) Connection to CG 
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(1) Are you committed to community - lone rangers? 
 

3. Boldness - filled with the Holy Spirit 
 

[29] And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to 
speak your word with all boldness, [30] while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs 
and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” [31] And when 
they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 
(Acts 4:29-31) 
 

a) People of prayer and dependence 
 

b) We must earnestly seek and ask! 
 

4. Clarity - proclaiming Christ and his kingdom 
 
a) That’s the message - that’s what saves - no substitute 

  
“Unhindered” offers an apt closing word for the book of Acts. Luke’s point is that though 
Paul is bound, God’s message is not. As one scholar summarizes the message of Acts: 
“Nothing can stop the gospel”! (Craig Keener, Acts: An Exegetical Commentary) 
 
Close 
 
Conclude the book of Acts with chapter 28 -This is Acts chapter 29! We are part of the story of 
God filling the earth with his glory through the proclamation of the Gospel. We are the sequel - 
Christ’s church for the last 2000 year - we join arms with the saints that have gone on to glory 
ahead of us and with every faithful church across the globe.  
 
The Acts of the Apostles have long ago finished. But the acts of the followers of Jesus will 
continue until the end of the world, and their words will spread to the ends of the earth. 
(Stott, BST: The Message of Acts, 405) 
 
We are still in the middle of the story - we know the end -the glorious conclusion 
 
“All their life in this world and all their adventures had only been the cover and the title 
page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on 
earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one 
before.” (C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle) 
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