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Face like a Flint 
Acts 21:1-16 

 
Intro 
 
Holland, MI - Janie Tinklenberg - youth group - spread like a wildfire 
 
WWJD bracelets - youth groups in the 1990s - invaded the subculture 
 
Has biblical warrant 
 
Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. (1 John 
2:6) 
 
“Be Nice” - leaving aside making a whip 
 
Even liberal Christians would embrace this idea - moral exemplar 
 
He is our example - his faithfulness - his perfect obedience 
 
But the example of Jesus would break us apart from his grace 
 
We are honest with ourselves we fall so far short of his glory 
 
When we trust in him - his obedience accounted as ours - we abide in him and WE WALK 
 
Paul is headed for Jerusalem walking in the footsteps of Jesus - surrounded by grace - 
surrounded by blessings/gifts that were his and ours as Christians.  
 
God surrounds us with grace, let us surrender our lives to him 
 
Three vital means of grace given to us for the Christian life 
 
I. The Blessing of Community 

 
A. Paul has left the emotional scene with the Ephesian Elders in Ch. 20 - he encouraged, 

he exhorted them to shepherd the flock of God, “we won’t see each other again” 
 

B. He begins the last leg of his trip back to Jerusalem - we are nearing the end of his 3rd 
and final missionary journey - sails to Syria by way of Phoenicia and comes to the city of 
Tyre - layover for the ship to unload cargo. 
 

C. Layovers are lame but this is a 7 day deal…On his layover v. 4 “He sought out the 
disciples, we stayed there for seven days.” - we personal pronoun – Luke 
 
1. He looked for Christians in the city and they put him and his companions up - 

robust hospitality  
 

2. When it is time for him to sail on - there is a touching scene in V. 5 
 
a) A crowd of Christian families - kids too - walk with Paul as he leaves the city 

and in sight of the ship they all kneel down and pray - surely for strength, for 
grace, for fruitfulness, safety for Paul and then he leaves 
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D. Not only expression of the blessing of community - We see this sort of thing 
throughout the text 
 
1. Verse 7 - the brothers put him up for the night 

 
2. Verse 8 - Paul comes to Caesarea and Philip the evangelist puts him for v. 10 “many 

days” 
 
a) Pause here - remember Philip? V. 8 “one of the seven” from Chapter 6 - men 

appointed to distribute food to widows. 
 
(1) Chapter 7 - Paul (then Saul) - presides over the murder of Stephen one of 

the seven - get that - Philip watch Paul participate in the killing of his 
ministry partner and friend.  
 
(a) Here we see him welcoming Paul into his home to care for him - 

reconciliation! This is the fruit of the gospel! 
 

3. Verse 16 - As they come to Jerusalem - some of the disciples take Paul to Mnason’s 
crib to stay 
 

E. Application 
 
1. In this text the disciples in various locales - provides us with a compelling example 

 
a) Soaked through with love, affection, sacrifice, generosity, reconciliation 

 
(1) So too have we been given this great gift of Christian community 

 
2. How do you express these characteristics in your home?  

 
a) Opening up our home even when it’s inconvenient 

 
(1) There is a place for rest and retreat 

 
(2) But not overprotective of “me” time. Scheduling our lives with so many 

activities.  
 

b) Opening hearts and homes to each other - CG Meals 
 

c) Eating with others, sharing with others, spending time with each other 
 
(1) This can be tiring - God gives grace. He wants us to function this way for his 

glory and for the care of his church and for our joy 
 
(a) Opening hearts and homes to each other 

 
[8] Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
[9] Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. [10] As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: [11] whoever speaks, 
as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that 
God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:8-11) 
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3. Stewards of grace - surrounded and imbued by grace 
 

4. Hospitality in community is for the glory of Christ 
 

II. The Gift of the Holy Spirit 
 
A. The activity of the Holy Spirit is all over the place in our text  

 
1. In Tyre v. 4 “Through the Spirit they were telling Paul not to go to Jerusalem” - Spirit 

revealed to them what he revealed to Paul that he would suffer and be imprisoned - 
incorrect application - “don’t go”! 
 

2. Verse 9 - Philip has four young (unmarried) daughters who prophesied - remarkable 
family - the kids are getting in on it - women prophesy! 
 

3. Verse 10 - a prophet named Agabus comes over with a word of prophecy - Acts 11 
- accurately predicted a famine  
 

(1) Jews did not bind him - the Romans did - Acts 22 - and they did not deliver 
him to kill him and the Romans snatched him from the Jews.  
 
(a) 1 Cor. 13:9 - we know in part and we prophesy in part  
(b) 1 Cor. 14:29 - prophecy must be “weighed”  

i) Different than OT prophecy - you get killed for messing up 
ii) NT prophecy is fallible 

 
b) Paul surely listened and weighed - wise - we don’t change the direction of our 

lives based on every prophetic word 
 

B. Application 
 
1. The Spirit of God is active in this church! Wonderful! MORE!!!  

 
2. Distinctive of Christian Community - vital means of grace - edify build up  

 
3.  The activity of the Spirit - do you expect? Do you ask?  

 
a) 1 Corinthians 14 - earnestly desire 

 
(1) Pray - open yourself up to be used - before Sunday and CG 

 
(2) Come to mic - we will help you navigate 

 
(a) We need to exercise gifts 

 
4. 1 Corinthians 14 - I want you all to prophesy 

 
a) Men and Women 

 
b) Young people (daughters of Philip) 

 
(1) Read 1 Corinthians 12-14 - ask God for grace 
(2) We want to experience his presence, his power - we have been given the gift 

of the Holy Spirit - AWESOME 
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III. The Impetus of the Gospel 
 
A. Luke and other disciples hear Agabus’ prophesy of Paul’s impending imprisonment - 

they beg him not to go - natural response 
 

B. Paul’s remarkable response v. 13 - “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my 
heart” - Paul loves these Christian brothers/sisters - internal struggle - dramatic scene 
 
1. I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of 

the Lord Jesus 
 
a) He’s ready, he’s resolved - what can explain this? He walks in the footsteps of 

Jesus 
 

[51] When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem.(Luke 9:51) 
 
[17] And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on 
the way he said to them, [18] “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will 
be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 
[19] and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he 
will be raised on the third day.” 
(Matthew 20:17-19) 
 

C. Christ went willing and sorrowful (like Paul) - in the garden - not my will but yours be 
done.  
 
1. His journey to Jerusalem to be bound, brutally whipped, mocked, crucified 

 
2. DYING in the place of sinners shows us who he is - his unique death informs us of 

his identity as Savior and Lord 
 

3. Paul looks - and we look - at his example - provoked by his love and grace - his 
cross is our help and hope and our example - Christians live cruciform lives because 
we serve a Lord who was crucified in our place 
 

D. Verse 14 “Let the will of the Lord be done” - at the end of the day - this is where we 
rest. We trust his will because we see his willingness to die in our place.  
 

E. Application 
 
1. Are you resolved and ready? 

 
Paul sees life and death not as ends in themselves but as instruments that could be used 
beneficially or not. (Craig Keener, Acts, p. 3108) 
[20] I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 
 

a) Ready to lay down your life for the one who laid down his life for you?  
 
(1) Killing sin whatever it takes 
(2) What do you need to give up/ die to / embrace for the glory of Christ?  
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(3) O come to the altar and lay your life down for the one who laid down his life 
on the altar of God’s judgment for you. O come and die to yourself that you 
may gain Christ 

(4) He is most precious, he is most worthy, let us surrender our lives to be used 
by him - he gets glory - we get life - we look forward to eternal glory. 
 

2. Mission - gospel people are ready to do whatever it takes. If not - it’s a gospel 
problem - we aren’t getting it. HIS LOVE IS OUR IMPETUS  
 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown, Tell the world of the treasure you found (Come 
to the Altar - Elevation Worship) 
 
Close 
 
God surrounds us with grace, let us surrender our lives to him 
 
Are you ready? Are you resolved? 
 
God has blessed us in the church - he has given us his Spirit - he strengthens us through the 
gospel.  
 
Church - let’s go - let’s go into this day - this week - into our families - in our CGs - to the 
lost - Church let’s go for his glory! Let’s sing and offer our lives to him again.  
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