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The Gospel of Grace 
Acts 20.17-38 

 
 
Intro 
 
Out for groceries - crash at Larry Dr.  
 
In a fire - what would you rescue? In other words - what is precious to you? 
 
Me - my wife and kids, the rest can burn, but pictures, memories, heirlooms?  
 
We run through flames for that which is precious to us - visceral, emotional connection - not 
just an acknowledgment that something is valuable. When I got married and had kids they 
became precious to me - more than myself - dying of selfishness 
 
Just so when we come to the Lord Jesus and hear his words of life and forgiveness - he 
becomes precious to us. We are eager to serve him. Fundamental shift in priorities.  
 
To see the Law by Christ fulfilled,  
And hear his pard’ning voice; 
Changes a slave into a child,  
And duty into choice. (William Cowper) 
 
Paul instructs and provides example to us - never got over the grace of God - he turned a 
persecutor into a preacher.  
 
Let us be amazed by the grace of God and let us live our lives through the grace of God 
 
I. The Truth of the Gospel 

 
A. After the Eutychus episode - Paul’s 3 years in Ephesus are coming to an end - he is 

headed for Jerusalem - (echoes of Christ) - he gathers the elders/pastors of the 
Ephesian church 
 

B. Verse 18 “You know how I lived among you” - his claims are testable - they have seen 
him, they know him - he lives near to the people that he ministers to 
 
1. Marks of a good pastor 

  
a) serving the Lord (the umbrella) 

 
(1) all humility, tears (vulnerability), trials - humble persevering in the face of 

opposition 
 

C. Verse 20 “I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable” - v. 27 
“the whole counsel of God.” 
 
1. Mark of a faithful preacher - When you love people you tell them everything they 

need to know - don’t hide things they need to hear.  
 

Illustration: One has a cure for cancer but is reluctant to tell because it causes discomfort  
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D.  His was a public and private ministry - and what was the core of his instruction? It was 
the gospel and the appropriate response to the gospel v. 21 - testifying of “repentance 
toward God and of faith in Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
1. What is the most necessary, profitable declaration of the church? It is the good news 

of Jesus Christ with accompanying call to repent and believe the gospel.  
 
a) We are born into sin and deserving of God’s righteous wrath - he created us and 

we have failed to recognize his ownership of us - even if we think of ourselves 
as religious people we twist and pervert our view of God to suit ourselves 
(idolatry) 
 

Illustration: Jesus Seminar - 1980s and 90s - Jesus ended up looking a lot like the men from 
the seminar 
 

b) We minimize our sin but it is unthinkable ugly and offensive to a holy God we 
have earned his anger - we have earned hell.  
 

c) God should have destroyed us and instead he moved toward us in love 
 
(1) Eternal Son became the incarnate Christ - born of a virgin - entering into 

this damned world as ONE OF US 
 

(2) Jesus Christ - fully God and truly man - where we disobeyed God - he  
obeyed God in every way - he became our substitute - taking our sin and the 
wrath of God for our sin upon himself in his body and died upon the cross 
 

(3) God robbed the grave - death couldn’t hold Jesus - he burst out of death 
and was raised from the dead - the King of a kingdom - coming again for 
his own - calling all to repent and put their faith (reliance, dependence) in 
him 
 
(a) Repent - turn from sin and self AND turn towards Christ 

 
Repentance is intrinsic to “the gospel of God’s grace”, for only those who see the ugliness 
of their sin can glimpse the beauty of God’s grace. (Dennis Johnson, The Message of Acts 
p. 153) 
 
Calling people to repentance isn’t a rude intrusion in their lives. It is an indescribable 
invitation to the tenderness and compassion of the Father. (Thabiti Anyabwile)  
 

(b) Faith - empty hands - receiving what he obtained for us - forgiveness, 
adoption, eternal life.  
 

E. Application 
 
1. Christian - Martin Luther - “When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said ‘Repent,’ 

He called for the entire life of believers to be one of repentance” 
 
a) Opportunity in hearing the gospel to repent of this sins of last night, this 

morning and receive the gospel with the empty hands of faith 
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II. The Root of the Gospel 
 
A. Verses 22-23 - remarkable - Paul knows (Holy Spirit) that he is headed for Jerusalem to 

preach the gospel and that he will be imprisoned and he will face afflictions. 
 

B. Paul is willing - why? Because he is some kind of super hero? No - look again at verse 
24 
 

[24] But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may 
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 
gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24) 
 

C. The gospel of the grace of God - there’s your explanation - a heart gripped by the 
grace of God extended to him from the Lord Jesus 
 

D. The root of the gospel is the grace of God - the gospel flows out of the grace of God  
 
1. Grace - Kindness, goodness poured out on the completely undeserving who are 

unable reciprocate in any way 
 
a) “Unable” - the situation for us in our sin is chronic - we are walking dead - 

utterly incapable of moving towards God unless he animates us through his 
grace. He must act decisively if we are going to have a hope: 
 

[1] And you were dead in the trespasses and sins [2] in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now 
at work in the sons of disobedience—[3] among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. [4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great 
love with which he loved us, [5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:1-5) 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Doubting soul - do you look at your sin and think you are beyond grace. It is foolish 

to measure the capacity of God’s grace by looking internally - it is grace because 
the gospel is for those who are completely underserving Praise his name for his 
grace! 
 
a) Verse 28 - “he obtained with his blood” 

 
Obtaining the church by such precious blood suggests an infinite cost. Thus it 
communicates that God’s church is of priceless value to him. (Craig Keener, Acts: An 
Exegetical Commentary p. 3037) 
 

2. Christian for a long time - “wish I had a good testimony” - we need to examine the 
Scriptures to understand - you were utterly lost, dead in sin, facing God’s wrath - in 
his grace - through the gospel - he made you alive - you are alive because of him 
alone  
 
a) No-one is so sinful that they move beyond God’s grace, no-one is so good that 

they don’t need God’s grace 
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3. Do you count your own life as precious or do you count Jesus Christ and his grace 
most precious? Awareness/Embrace of God’s grace changes our priorities. 
 
a) Ways we find ourselves finding self-precious 

 
(1) Bitterness - I can’t believe you did that to me 

 
(2) Worry - It’s all on me - failing to trust in the God of grace 

 
(3) Risk-aversion - play it safe and coast into retirement  

 
(a) We have New Heavens and New Earth ahead of us - ultimately nothing to 

lose.  
 

(b) Grace has been poured out on us - we pour out our lives - money, time, 
don’t need more stuff! Far better that Christ receives more glory! 
 
i) Missionaries and Church Planters - RAISE THEM UP 

 
III. The Fruit of the Gospel 

 
A. As Paul concludes his exhortation - exhorts the pastors to shepherd the flock 

(commend the elders at Living Hope) - job of the elder/pastor is to teach and protect 
the church  
 

B. As Paul prepares to leave - v. 32 - he says “I commend you to God and to the word of 
his grace” - commend = entrust - ultimately all these things and all his people are in 
his hands - isn’t that good to know?  
 

C. Look at v. 32 “the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are being sanctified”  
 
1. Notice what he’s saying - the gospel is not only the means through which we stand 

right with God - it is also the means through which we are built up, mature.  
 
a) As we deepen our understanding on the gospel, as our hearts are increasingly 

gripped by the grace of God, we find energy, strength to grow in becoming the 
sort of people God wants us to be.  
 
(1) IOW - as we gaze upon Jesus Christ we begin to look more and more like 

him - Jesus said if we abide in him we bear much fruit 
 

b) The gospel is able “to give you the inheritance among those who are sanctified” 
- IOW - God’s grace keeps us to the end when we are received into his eternal 
kingdom - he holds us fast. 
 

c) WE WILL NEVER MOVE OFF OF THE GOSPEL 
 

D. Verse 35 - his life is an example - he has shown them what it looks like in and through 
the gospel of the grace of God 
 
1. Fruit of the gospel 

 
a) Verse 19, humility, perseverance 
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b) Verses 22-23 trust, dependence 
c) Verse 24 self-forgetfulness, sacrificial life 
d) Verses 28-32 encouragement 
e) Verse 33 contentedness 
f) Verse 34 hard work 
g) Verse 35 generosity 

 
2. Attractive right? It is to all who have to come to know the grace of God in Christ - 

God intends to shape us to look like this - to look like Jesus 
 
a) Imperfect but perceptibly - completed upon his return 1 John 3 - when we see 

him we will be like him. 
 

E. Application - The Gospel Shaped Man/Woman 
 
1. Maturity/Sanctification 

 
a) We apply the gospel in community - “do you mean we should just share the 

gospel all the time, a little weird” 
 
(1) Not a wooden 4 point presentation - “I’m struggling with unforgiveness” - 

“Remember what you have been forgiven, remember the infinite offense of 
your sin”… 
 

2. Proclamation 
 
a) Verses 26-27 “I am innocent of your blood” 

 
[7] “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. [8] If I say to the 
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 
turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require 
at your hand. [9] But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn 
from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
(Ezekiel 33:7-9) 
 
“I’ve always said that I don’t respect people who don’t proselytize. I don’t respect that at 
all. If you believe that there’s a heaven and a hell, and people could be going to hell or not 
getting eternal life, and you think that it’s not really worth telling them this because it 
would make it socially awkward—and atheists who think people shouldn’t proselytize and 
who say just leave me along and keep your religion to yourself—how much do you have to 
hate somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe 
everlasting life is possible and not tell them that? 
“I mean, if I believed, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that a truck was coming at you, and 
you didn’t believe that truck was bearing down on you, there is a certain point where I 
tackle you. And this is more important than that.” (Penn Jillette) 
 

b) We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone 
 
(1) Go down to our graves - hands out - we want you to know the grace of God 

in Christ 
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Close 
 
Let us be amazed by the grace of God and let us live our lives through the grace of God 
 
The Gospel of grace that has saved our souls is the same gospel that God intends to us to bear 
fruit in our lives 
 
Can’t keep it to ourselves  
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