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Him We Proclaim 
Colossians 1:24-29 

 
 

 
Intro 
 
We come to the end of our sermon series on Community Groups and the beginning of our journey 
together in Community Groups.  You will recall - we shut down our Care Groups in June, we spent the 
summer endeavoring to envision you for Community Groups. CGs - the small groups where we gather for 
the purpose of prayer, fellowship, and mission. 
 
Two weeks ago - Ken announced to you that we have a new mission statement. Our mission statement is 
an assertion about our purpose, our aim as a church.  
 
We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature in him 
 
Coossiansl 1:28 - Our mission statement keeps us on track - helps us to evaluate the various ministries 
and endeavors of Living Hope to ensure that we are being faithful to what God has called us to.  
 
Let us examine the mission of Living Hope Church and let us see how our Community Groups contribute 
to our common mission. 2 Elements of the mission: 1. Proclaiming 2. Presenting.  
 
I. Proclaiming 

 
A.  Our text gives us a window into the heart of Paul’s ministry. The stewardship that was given to 

him. 
 

1.  V. 25 - to make the word of God fully known  
 

a)  V. 28 - What is the essence of his proclamation? “Him” - Jesus Christ. 
 

[15] He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. [16] For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. [17] And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. [18] And he is the head of the body, the church. He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. [19] For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, [20] and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:15-
20) 
 

B.  “Him”, in this one small personal pronoun there is a universe of power, love, joy, comfort, hope, 
glory, grace. 
 

C.  Do you see the connection that is made between the word of God and the proclamation of 
Christ? 
 

1.  Paul’s Bible was the Old Testament - his proclamation flowed out of the revelation of Jesus 
Christ that was present in the Old Testament - hidden in the shadows - in the coming of Jesus 
the light is turned. 
 

a)  BTW - this Old Testament was the Bible Jesus taught from - the Scriptures that he saw as 
dependable and true. The Scriptures of which he said not one jot or tittle, not one iota 
should be adjusted.  

2.  Away! Away with so called “evolved” notions of the Bible that somehow separate Jesus Christ 
from the Scriptures. Away with those who would seek to somehow rescue Jesus from the 
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Word. Away with those who would throw out the Old Testament in order to “preserve” the 
Christian faith.  
 

a) The Bible will not have it, God will not have it, The Lord Christ will not have it. 
 

D. How we proclaim - warning/teaching - the work of the pastor  
 

1.  But, lest we think that this work of proclaiming Jesus Christ to others is work best left to Paul 
and pastors: 
 

[16] Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
(Colossians 3:16) 
 

E.  What is the scope of this proclamation? Everyone. 
  

1.  Everyone? Is that reasonable?  
 

a)  Because the King of glory suffered and died and was raised and is returning, and because 
God will accomplish his purpose of filling the earth with his glory, let us go, even down to 
the last moments of this short life, hands stretched out, straining, declaring “Jesus Christ to 
everyone.” 
 

As no part of the universe is left untouched by Christ’s redemption, so the church’s saving 
mission extends to all humankind. The gospel bursts through all ethnic discrimination, all 
sectarian exclusivism, and intellectual hubris, denying entry into this perfection to no one who 
submits to Christ. (David Garland, NIVAC: Colossians & Philemon, p. 124) 
 

F.  Application 
 

1.  We have been entrusted with the greatest news that could ever fill our mouths - sadly we can 
be prone to proclaim other things 
 

a)  Preferences about how we raise our children 
b)  Our favorite sports teams  
c)  Our wisdom, our greatness 
d)  Good things like Spiritual gifts or personal holiness 
e)  Our political ideologies 

 
Illustration: William Wilberforce, great political reformer 17-1800s - who abolished the slave trade 
in England - founder of the Church Mission Society - he wrote one book “A Practical View of 
Christianity” - his priority was proclaiming Jesus Christ.  
 

2.  We seek to understand and apply God’s Word in CGs - sermon application - Bibles open - it is 
this Word that reveals Jesus Christ.   
 

3. We are all about proclaiming Jesus Christ in our Community Groups. He is the beating heart of 
our fellowship. Whether we are talking to fellow Christians or unbelievers who visit. He is the 
great substance of our fellowship and our mission.  
 

a)  To the sin-sick - he is a great Savior, he died in the place of sinners, he bore the judgment 
we earned for our sin, he exhausted the wrath of God in our place, drinking the cup of 
God’s righteous anger down to it’s dregs, he was tempted in every way and is able to help 
those who are being tempted. 
 

b)  To the suffering - he is the man of sorrows, acquainted grief, our comfort and strength 
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c)  To the weary - he says come to me all who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you 
rest 
 

d)  To the rebel - he died and was raised and is coming again, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, terrible as an army with banners and every knee will bow either now in joyful 
submission or in a awful eternity of separation from his love and kindness.  
 

4.  We must never leave off ringing out the name of Jesus Christ in our church and in our 
Community Groups.  
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature in him. Our mission statement 
keeps us on track in our CGs. It is the great work that we are called to and there is a result. This 
proclamation bears fruit.  
 
II.  Presenting 

 
A.  The work is proclaiming, the goal is Christian maturity 

 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, (Ephesians 4:15) 
 

1.  Again we find the “everyone”. God’s purpose is that all of his children become mature in Christ.  
 

a)  Every true disciple of Jesus Christ matures by growing in: 
 

(1)  love for God and others 
(2)  persevering in difficulty and suffering 
(3)  serving one another - using the gifts God has given us 
(4)  Proclaiming the gospel 
(5)  maturing disciple means that we make more disciples 

 
b)  We need each other, we need the church of Jesus Christ, no one gets left behind.   

 
2. What will grow us to maturity? A deepening understanding and application of V. 27 - “Christ in 

you, the hope of glory” 
 

a)  Christ in you 
 

(1)  Present grace 
 

(2)  Presence of sin remains - the possibility of real progress - killing sin/pursuing 
righteousness 
 

b)  The hope of glory 
 

(1)  Anticipation of infinite glory in Christ’s return. “Glory belongs to the age to come” 
(Lucas) 
 

(a)  We have hope in every situation. We are able to turn our backs on materialism, 
selfish, worldly values and fix our eyes on eternity. Changes the way we think and 
act in the present. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
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3.   These two realities keep us balanced and keep us growing. We keep proclaiming Jesus Christ 

to each other because we so easily forget.  
 

B.  We mature in the Christian life - in the final equation - The great presentation to God of the saints 
is ultimately in the hands of Jesus Christ 
 

[21] And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, [22] he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above 
reproach before him, 
(Colossians 1:21-22) 
 

1.  In essence, our labor to help others grow in maturity is a reflection of the great work that Christ 
is accomplishing and will complete in the day of his return 
 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2)  
 

C. When Christ returns in glory - oh what a presentation! His beloved saints basking in the glorious 
perfecting love of our Savior-King. 
 

D.  Application 
 

1.  In our Community Groups - We help each other to mature in the Christian life - to put off 
selfishness and sin and put on love - to grow in humility - to become increasingly like Jesus 
Christ. 
 

2. If we are going to proclaim and present - we need spiritual power  
 

This work described in verse 28 is harder than anyone who has not attempted it can imagine, and 
might sap the strength of the youngest and fittest of people without the strength which God 
supplies. (R.C. Lucas, The Message of Colossians & Philemon, p 79)  
 

3. V. 29 - our energy and strength in our common mission - like Paul - is in Christ 
 

4.  We labor, we work in this call to proclaim and present, but we find, to our joy, that Jesus 
Christ’s energy is powerfully  provided for the work 
 

a)  Christ-centered, gospel living is not antithetical to work and toil - it is made possible by the 
grace in the gospel. “God gives his power to workers” (O’Brien) 
 

b)  Our work is futile apart from his power  
 

c) The need for prayer - prayer is vital for our Community Groups.  
 

(1)  We engage in fellowship and mission - how great is our need for power and 
strength - to be filled anew with the Holy Spirit to proclaim and present 
 

(2)  He is eager to give us his Spirit - he has promised to energize us - he will never 
leave us or forsake us - he has promised to go with us to the end of our days - to the 
limits of our mission - and into eternity 
 
 

Close 
 
We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature in him 
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We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone 
We present everyone who trusts in and submits to Jesus Christ mature in him 
This is our churches mission and this is what we aim to accomplish in our Community Groups. May the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself empower us for this mission for his glory and for our joy.  
 
 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format 
provided that you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of 
reproduction. For web posting, a link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the 
above must be approved by Living Hope Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Benjamin Kreps 
Website: www.lhc-pa.org 
 


