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SGC Values: United in Mission 
Matthew 28:16-20 

 
 

Intro 
 
The worldwide spread of Christianity has its beginnings in a small room of disciples.  Sunday evening, 
these men heard earlier that Jesus had been raised from the dead, a couple of them have seen him with 
their own eyes 
 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples 
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-22) 
 
This small band of men leave this room and the fledgling church of Jesus Christ explodes in fruitfulness.   
It spreads into Jerusalem and beyond (Rome) – Acts.  By the middle ages, China to Spain and Scotland 
to Ethiopia.  We sit here in PA this morning as the fruit of a mission that began thousands of years ago. 
 
In fact, as we shall see this morning, a mission that was begun at the beginning of time. 
 
SGC Value: National and international outreach and church planting 
 
Integral to who we are as a family of churches.  
 
Why do national and international outreach? Why plant churches? What is the heart of this value that 
produces the fruit of outreach and church planting? It is our mission, the mission given to us by Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Let’s examine how and why we are united in mission 
 
Mission is: Commenced in God; Commanded by Jesus; Completed through the church 
 
We have been called to participate in God’s saving mission 
 
I. Commenced in God 

 
A.  All of Scripture is, in a sense, about mission - it is a testimony about God moving towards 

humanity. 
 

1.  Yahweh moving towards his creation, even in the moment of the curse - genesis 3:15 - the 
serpent-crusher is coming 
 

2.  Old Testament focused on a particular people - remember what precedes Israel - The scope of 
God’s mission towards his creation is universal - Abraham - all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed. Theme of Scripture 
 

He says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and 
to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation 
may reach to the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) 
 

a)  Israel was commanded by God to be a light to the nations around them - they were 
unfaithful - God keeps moving 
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3.  The New Testament is written by missionaries, we need to read it in that context 
 

B.  Ultimate revelation of God’s mission of salvation - the revelation of the Son 
 

1.  Hebrews 1 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world.  (Hebrews 1:1-2) 
 

2.  Jesus is the final word. Not only his words - His very life, death, and resurrection are the 
message. It is appropriate to continually be amazed at the incarnation  
 

3.  The name Jesus means “God Saves” 
 

4. The Cross is the ultimate missionary moment - the pinnacle of the mission of God - the 
crowning achievement - to redeem his fallen creation - to reconcile God and man making peace 
through Christ’s blood shed at Calvary  
 

5.  You might be listening to this sermon and not a Christian 
 

a)  Jesus is God’s final word of forgiveness and his great word of grace. He came and took 
our sin and the wrath of God for our sin on the cross. 
 

b)  He came so that we could have life, he came so that our hungry hearts could be filled 
 

(1)  Turn to him and trust in him 
 

C.  As we make the move to consider our mission and our text - the Great Commission - the only 
right place to begin is by lifting our eyes to the triune God of mission - 
  

Missio Dei must be understood as the foundational concept that launches the church from the 
place of worship and fellowship into the frontiers of God’s reign. Living such a life, participating 
with God in such a movement, is costly and painful, and yet, in the end, it is glorious 
(Understanding Christian Mission by Scott Sunquist, p. xiii) 
 

D. We make his activity to come and redeem creation in Jesus Christ, the foundation for all our 
proceeding discussion on mission. Before mission is something we do, we must see mission as 
what God is all about. 
 

 Mission is commenced in God and mission is: 
 
II. Commanded by Christ 

 
A.  Mission flows out of God - from Christ and to his followers 

 
1.   John 20:21 

 
a)  The Father sends the Son, the Son sends his disciples in the power of the Spirit 

 
B.  As we look at Matthew 28, we cannot truly understand these verses without considering what 

has come before them. 
 

1.  Jesus said that he came to die on a cross and be raised from the dead 
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2.  He came to give his life as a ransom for many 
 

3.  He came to save his people from their sin 
 

a)  In this moment, Matthew 28, he comes to his disciples, he has done all that he said he 
would, he has died for sinners and has been raised from the dead in the power of God 
 

C.  He gives a command - this great commission. What is the basis for the command? V. 18 Jesus 
has been given all authority in heaven and on earth therefore go. 
 

1.  IOW - He is king. The cross has not been the end. He is informing them that in what appeared 
to be the greatest moment of weakness that the world has ever seen - the Son of God nailed to 
a tree - was not the end, it was him placing his feet upon the royal carpet of his coronation 
 

The heavens frighten us; they are too calm;  
In all the universe we have no place. 
Our wounds are hurting us; where is the balm?  
Lord Jesus, by thy scars we know thy grace.  
The other gods were strong; but thou wast weak;  
They rode, but thou didst stumble to a throne;  
But to our wounds only God’s wounds can speak,  
And not a god has wounds, but thou alone. (Edward Shillito) 
 

2.  The reason we are called to go is because Jesus is our King. 
 

a)  What we ultimately need is not a “heart for the lost” Though important, what we ultimately 
need is not more training - thought training is important -our greatest need, our ultimate 
need is to see the Lord Christ, risen in power, calling us out into the harvest fields. 
 

3.  When our hearts are captured with his glory, his beauty, the riches of his grace, it is a very 
natural thing to respond to his voice of command. 
 

Illustration: reflexes - doctor hits knee with hammer, leg goes up, healthy reflexes. Obedience to Christ 
is the reflex of the healthy Christian 
 

D.  The message is Jesus himself - the crucified and risen Lord - King insufficient - terrifying. 
 

E. The calling is to make disciples 
 

1.  Not less than just doing evangelism but much more - rooted in teaching - looking to see folks 
converted and baptized and become mature disciples of Jesus Christ 
 

2.  locally and abroad - all nations (panta ta ethne) 
 

F.  We go into our communities with the gospel, we needn’t go far physically, but we must cross the 
great cultural barriers and gulfs of understanding that stand between us and our next door 
neighbor. 
 

G.  Should all go oversees? No...but some MUST! We cannot be merely attractional or local we 
must go because Jesus says go.  
 

1.  As we consider our lives, it is right to ask God and consider whether he may be calling us to a 
distant place. 
 

a)  Young person, consider spending time abroad 
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(1)  God may be tapping you on the shoulder - counsel of pastors, parents 
 

b)  For those of us who are advancing in years, can I make an appeal to you? Don’t let our 
culture’s interpretation of retirement - take it easy, golf, relax 
 

(1)  There is grand work to participate in. There are millions of people to be reached 
with the Gospel. 
 

Illustration: Beth’s dad, making trips to Zambia in his 80’s. This man has his eyes fixed on King Jesus.  
 
Illustration: SGC - international outreach - PC men from Bolivia, England, Germany, Philippines, DR - in 
the past South Korea, Burma, Bahamas  
 

2.  Our partnership as a family of churches helps to ensure that we are involved not just locally but 
abroad. 
 

H. There is a calling within Christ’s call to make disciples to suffer for his sake.  
 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him.  (Romans 8:16-17) 
 

I.  We haven’t faced much suffering in the west. The reality is that our culture is increasingly hostile to 
the Gospel. We should not be surprised if we face persecution, opposition, Jesus said it would be 
so. Christ comforts us as we go. V.  20 - I am with you always to the end of the age.  
 

J. We will not have sufficient conviction about our mission until we grasp our reason for going - that 
our King of glory commands us to go. We will not have sufficient clarity about our mission until we 
see that the risen King has nail marks in his hands and feet. We will not have sufficient comfort in 
the midst of our mission unless we remember that the King of Grace will be with us to the end of the 
age. 
 

We have been called to participate in God’s saving mission. We have been commissioned into what 
God has been doing throughout history, moving in this world in grace and power for the sake of his great 
name being spread to the ends of the earth. That’s what we are called into, but this mission is not a solo 
endeavor.  
 
III. Completed through the Church 

 
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
(Ephesians 3:8-10) 
 

1.  No “plan B”.  
 

a)  This is why we do church planting - God’s chosen means to spread the Gospel - joy of 
SGC.  
 

B. In the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

1.  Acts 2 - Pentecost - filled and preach the Gospel 
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2.  Acts 4 - filled to be bold proclaimers in the middle of opposition 
 

a)  Want to be filled with the Spirit? Go on mission! 
 

Illustration: Greg Dirnberger, church plant growing, sense of the Spirit’s presence and power, folks are 
amazed.  
 

C.  The church in its very nature is missionary. We are sent by God. When we evaluate the health of 
our church or any church, the question is whether or not we are faithful. A big question is whether 
or not we have rejected our commissioning 
 

1.  Not a tack-on, not ancillary – primary 
 

2.  The story of Israel is that instead of being missionary witnesses to Yahweh, they were instead 
co-opted by the surrounding culture and its values, gods, idols. That is something WE are in 
danger of.  
 

a)  Idols of comfort, security, entertainments, sexual gratification  
 

b)  Lulled to sleep 
 

Illustration: Paul Michaels going to India - how’d it go? Ate good Indian food, watched lots of Indian 
movies, looked at a bunch of Indian architecture. That’s it - yep, pretty much 
 

c)  Not arguing for asceticism - we must be careful that we are not asleep in the light  
 

3.  Elders have been discussing - how we can appropriately weave the priority of our mission 
into our Care Groups, into our family lives, into our friendships. 
 

a)  Mission is not opposed to fellowship, it is a vital, life-giving means of deeper fellowship with 
God and with each other. There are bonds that can only be forged in the context of doing 
mission together, there are experiences of the power and presence of God that we will 
experience only in as much we are on mission. There are comforts in the gospel that 
become more real to us as we step out and share the gospel. 
 

And I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every 
good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. (Philemon 1:6) 
 

4. Vital part of our mission is prayer 
 

a)  Massively important. God must move. God must energize our efforts. God must open up 
the eyes of the blind. God must raise spiritual zombies to abundant life.  
 

(1)  Pray for the Lord of the Harvest to raise up laborers. Pray that God would help 
us to see the opportunities around us to share the Good News and pray that God would 
fill us anew with his Spirit so that we can be bold.  
 

Prayer ascendeth to Thee ever,   
Answer! Father, answer prayer  
Bless oh bless each, weak endeavor,  
Blood-bought pardon to declare  
Wake Thy slumbering, children wake them,  
Bid them to Thy harvest go  
Blessings O our, Father make,  
Round their steps let blessings flow (Give Reviving by Midlane/Scott) 
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(2)  We put our lives, our futures, our goals, our plans on the table with Jesus. 

“Jesus controls my destiny.” 
 

(a)  Let us plant churches, support overseas mission, consider how we might 
sacrifice and be involved. 
 

(b)  KING JESUS IS WORTHY! worth every sacrifice, worth every suffering, We will 
see him - we will know 
 

Close 
 
We have been called to participate in God’s saving mission 
 
How will we respond? 
 
Apathy? Aggravation - not another sermon on evangelism. Guilt? 
 
Let us respond with hope-filled expectation and joy-filled zeal 
 
Been unfaithful? Penance? NO - repent and believe. The one who commands our destiny is the one who 
crowns our existence with grace and steadfast love.  
 
 
 
 
Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format 
provided that you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of 
reproduction. For web posting, a link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the 
above must be approved by Living Hope Church. 
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