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 Shared Values of SGC: Continuationist Pneumatology  
 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 
Introduction (pray) 
 

A. The sermon last Sunday was the fourth in a series of seven sermons devoted to the shared values of 
Sovereign Grace Churches.  Values are emphases (settled convictions, hills we die on). 

 
1. Last week we looked at Reformed Soteriology.  The point was that we respond to God by calling 

to Him and repenting, but behind the scenes (unseen), God acts decisively in salvation. 
 

2. This truth runs all through the Scriptures.  It appears as large, vivid truth and it appears in small, 
short lines we can easily overlook.  One short example: 

 
Philippians 3:12 (ESV) [12]Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

 
B. We understand that as we try to grasp the teaching of Scripture our brains are stretched.  As we try to 

understand the Bible we find we have questions.  Read, study, pray. 
 

1. Questions are welcome.  We believe the mind is essential if our Christianity is to grounded in 
truth.  Our aim at Living Hope is to provide the gospel plus safety plus time.  

 
C. We turn now to another topic that tends to raise questions and tends to divide believers.  Today we 

look at Continuationist Pneumatology.  Which is what? 
 

1. Pneumatology is the study of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  
2. Continuationist refers to a believer who holds that spiritual gifts are for our time. 

 
I. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit.  
 

A. Let’s begin with a definition from Wayne Grudem: 
 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to manifest the active presence of God in the world, and especially in the 
church.  Wayne Grudem in Systematic Theology, p. 634 

 
B. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit is active in these ways: 

 
1. Creation (Gen 1:2 - Spirit hovers over the waters and then acts in the process) 
2. Revelation (the Word of the Lord is spoken by prophets) 
3. Filling (temporary)  

 
C. In the New Testament the Holy Spirit is active in these ways: 

 
1. Virgin birth (that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit) 
2. Following the water baptism of Jesus fills Jesus and leads Him (temptation) 
3. Descends on the believers in Jerusalem on Pentecost (power for ministry) 
4. The Holy Spirit leads the advance of the unstoppable gospel throughout Acts 
5. The Holy Spirit fills Christians with spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12-14, Rom 12, Eph 4) 

 
D. What does the Holy Spirit do today?  I can assure you the Holy Spirit remains active.  The Holy Spirit 

is active in the conversion of every single believer.  The Holy Spirit: 
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1. Convicts the sinner of sin and truth 
2. Washes and renews the unbeliever 

 
Titus 3:3-7 (ESV) [3]For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 
[4]But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, [5]he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6]whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, [7]so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. 

 
John 3:3-8 (ESV) [3]Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” [4]Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” [5]Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. [6]That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7]Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ [8]The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 
3. Provides the assurance of salvation 

 
Ephesians 1:11-14 (ESV) [11]In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, [12]so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. [13]In him you also, when 
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, [14]who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to 
the praise of his glory. 
 

4. Fills, empowers, guides the believer in life, ministry and in killing sin 
 

Romans 8:12-17 (ESV) [12]So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. [13]For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 
of the body, you will live. [14]For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. [15]For you did 
not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” [16]The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, [17]and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

5. And the Holy Spirit gives every believer spiritual gifts. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7 (ESV) [7]To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
 

E. We hold that Scripture to be true for every single believer.   
 
II. The continuationist  
 

A. Look at verse 1 again: 
 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (ESV) [1]Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. 
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1. Nowhere does the Bible say gifts will cease before Jesus returns (the perfect referred to in 1 
Corinthians 13:10).  Then prophecies, tongues, and knowledge stop (partial or dim is gone). 

 
2. For now spiritual gifts are essential because we need the common good.  We need built up and 

edified.  We are a dependent people and we stand in need of help and power. 
 

B. We do not want you uninformed about spiritual gifts.  Here is what you need to know. 
 

1. Definition of spiritual gift: 
 

A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.  
Wayne Grudem in Systematic Theology, p. 1016 

 
· Lists of gifts include both natural abilities and the supernatural. 

 
2. Spiritual gifts are empowered by one Spirit (see verse 11). 

 
1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV) [11]All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions 
to each one individually as he wills. 

 
3. Spiritual gifts are given by the Spirit as He sovereignly determines (see verse 11) 

 
4. There are varieties of gifts (verse 4), varieties of service (verse 5), and varieties of activities (verse 

6).  
 

C. In verses 8-10 we have a list of spiritual gifts (we don’t know if the list is all inclusive, we don’t know if 
we get more than one, we don’t know how each one works). 

 
1. What we know is that Jesus is building His Church and He gives gifts through the Holy Spirit so 

that the church is strengthened. 
 

2. We know we need others because we don’t singly have all the gifts. 
 

3. We know that though spiritual gifts matter love is supreme (see 1 Cor 13). 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (ESV) [1]If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. [2]And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3]If 
I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 
D. Nevertheless spiritual gifts matter because the common good matters.  What is the common good?  

The common good for us is Jesus Christ. 
 

1. Jesus died our death on that old wooden cross.  He is our all and the Holy Spirit points us to 
Jesus Christ, our common good. 

 
When floodlighting is well done, the floodlights are so placed that you do not see them; you are not in 
fact supposed to see where the light is coming from; what you are meant to see is just the building on 
which the floodlights are trained. The intended effect is to make it visible when otherwise it would not be 
seen for the darkness, and to maximize its dignity by throwing all its details into relief so that you see it 
properly. This perfectly illustrates the Spirit’s new covenant role. He is, so to speak, the hidden floodlight 
shining on the Savior. Or think of it this way. It is as if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing light over our 
shoulder, on Jesus, who stands facing us. The Spirit’s message is never, “Look at me; listen to me; 
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come to me; get to know me,” but always “Look at him, and see his glory; listen to him, and hear his 
word; go to him, and have life; get to know him, and taste his gift of joy and peace.”  J.I. Packer in Keep 
in Step with the Spirit, p. 6 

 
The ultimate criterion of the Spirit’s activity is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord.  Gordon Fee in 1 
Corinthians NINCT, p. 582 

 
2. The raw exercise of power, or weirdness (decently and in order), is not our goal.  Our goal is to 

exult Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior (we can only say Lord by the Spirit).     
 

3. Rather, we point folks to Jesus by speaking His words, by being His feet, by being His hands, by 
being His heart, by being His smile, and by showing His love.   

 
Close 
 

A. Are you a godly, healthy continuationist?  No question some of us may say we are dry or weary or 
perhaps even confused.  Here are telltale signs of the right path: 

 
1. Your prayers demonstrate hunger for God.  It has been said, regarding the Holy Spirit, that we 

leak.  We desperately need to be filled and so we ask. 
 

Luke 11:9-13 (ESV) [9]And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you. [10]For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened. [11]What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of 
a fish give him a serpent; [12]or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? [13]If you then, who 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more and 
novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use -- men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy 
Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. 
He does not anoint plans, but men - men of prayer.  E.M. Bounds in Power Through Prayer 

 
2. You long to see the church built up so you earnestly desire spiritual gifts.  You are determined 

that so help you God you will not place limits on how God uses you (my story). 
 

1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (ESV) [1]Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you 
may prophesy. [2]For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. [3]On the other hand, the one who prophesies 
speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. [4]The one who speaks in 
a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church. [5]Now I want you all to 
speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who 
speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up. 

 
· All may prophesy or speak in tongues though not all do (tongues best in private) 
· Learn to step out in faith when prompted by the Lord 
· You have a desire to grow  

 
But if we are sitting within sight of the cross, we will not be contented with merely loathing ourselves. 
We will seek complete forgiveness and new holiness.  Robert Murray M’Cheyne in Banner of Truth 
Magazine, Issue 606 

 
3. All this because eternity matters.  We live now for Jesus Christ and He is eager to reward those 
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who live for Him. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) [58]Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:9-10 (ESV) [9]So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
[10]For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is 
due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 
Pray 
 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21 (ESV) [20]Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, [21]equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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