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 Lessons Learned from Isaiah 
 Isaiah 12 
 
Introduction 
 

A. The title of this sermon is Lessons Learned from Isaiah.  We began our study of Isaiah back on 
February 3, 2008.  We’ve invested 15 months in the prophet Isaiah.   Why?  

 
1. Well, every part of a particular culture will decide what things really matter.  Every entity, people 

group, family and person will value something.  For example: 
 

· What is important to our government (prosperity, protection)? 
· What is important to our courts (mercy, rehabilitation)? 
· What is important to our churches (meeting, relationships, youth, outreach)? 
· What is important to our families (perhaps a house, sports or entertainment)? 
· What is important to us as individuals (happiness, faithfulness)? 

 
B. The reason we invested 15 months in Isaiah is because Isaiah teaches us that the most important 

category of life is God.  God matters more than anything or anyone else. 
 

1. We named the series Behold Your God! because God is the primary character.   
 

Isaiah 40:9 (ESV) Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your 
God!”  

 
2. Other characters appear in the book of Isaiah.  In order of appearance: 

 
· Isaiah (the vision of Isaiah concerning Judah and Jerusalem - Is 1:1) 
· The people of God (but His children have rebelled - Is 1:2) 
· King Ahaz (Syria and Israel - trusts Assyria for help) 
· King Hezekiah (trusts Egypt when King Sennacherib & Assyria come against him) 
· Babylon (Cyrus) will take God’s people into exile 
· A suffering servant (Is 42, 49, 50 & 52-53) - Jesus Christ (and eternity). 

 
3. In Isaiah’s vision he points to Jesus Christ.  This book of the Bible is rich with Christ.  

 
John 12:37-41 (ESV) Though he [Jesus] had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe 
in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what 
he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 39 Therefore they could not 
believe. For again Isaiah said, 40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see 
with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.” 41 Isaiah said these 
things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 

 
C. It is hard to read Isaiah without asking a question like: why couldn’t these folks get it?  Why did they 

persist in their rebellion?  The answer is they (and we) need help to see. 
 

1. Isaiah prophesies to Judah and Jerusalem about judgment (and later comfort) in his time.  Isaiah 
also prophesies to us today about Jesus Christ and eternity. 

 
D. There are three lessons I’d like to call to your attention (what have you learned?).  If you’ve been 

present through this series of sermons from Isaiah you’ve heard these ideas again and again. 
 

1. Anger (wrath of God in judgment) 
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2. Trust (what God delights to receive) 
3. Joy (what God aims to give His people) 

 
I. Anger (the wrath of God in judgment). 
 

A. Throughout Isaiah we have seen God identified as the creator of all things.  
 

Isaiah 40:28 (ESV) Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  

 
Isaiah 42:5 (ESV) Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those 
who walk in it. 

 
1. Why does that matter?  This fundamental doctrine establishes God’s sovereignty and ownership. 

 God does as He pleases (within the bounds of His Word and holiness). 
 

2. The matter of first importance to us is getting God right.  
 

All the problems of heaven and earth, though they were to confront us together and at once, would be 
nothing compared with the overwhelming problem of God: That He is; what He is like; and what we as 
moral beings must do about Him.  A.W. Tozer in The Knowledge of the Holy, p. 2 

 
B. If we don’t get God right it follows that we have erected a God of our own imagination.  Or, we have 

designed a God to our own favorite proportions (like a golden calf).   
 

1. The Bible says throughout that God is a  God of love, mercy, compassion, and faithfulness.  God 
is a forgiving God and He is patient.  

 
2. But that is not all.  God is more than that.  God is also holy.  Therefore, as Isaiah learned in 

Isaiah 6, woe is me.  God, in His holiness, dispenses wrath.  
 

Isaiah 1:5 (ESV) Why will you still be struck down? Why will you continue to rebel? The whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint.  

 
Isaiah 12:1 (ESV) You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry 
with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  

 
3. The New Testament makes the same exact point.  Our condition before Christ is not described in 

pretty terms and words.  The problem was our nature. 
 

  Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV) And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind.  

 
Romans 5:8-9 (ESV) But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God.  

 
C. A strong, healthy Christian will be, to some degree, aware of the wrath of God and the mercy they have 

received.  How does this happen?  How do we avoid wrath?  By grace we trust God. 
 
II. Trust (what God delights to receive is faith and repentance). 
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A. Because God has created us we find in our hearts a desire to worship.  Every single person will  place 

trust in someone or something.  And we will worship.  Trust is about salvation. 
 

Isaiah 12:2 (ESV) “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my 
strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”  

 
1. We do not trust and not be afraid because life is easy.  We trust, and we are not afraid, because 

God is our salvation.  
 

B. In the book of Isaiah we noticed several options or choices regarding trust: 
 

1. Religious activities. 
 

Isaiah 1:11 (ESV) “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of 
burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, 
or of goats.  

 
2. Other nations, kings and armies (the symbol of human strength). 

 
Isaiah 31:1 (ESV) Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses, who trust in chariots 
because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but do not look to the Holy One 
of Israel or consult the Lord!  

 
3. Other gods (idols).  There is no satisfaction apart from Jesus Christ.  Jesus came to give His 

people abundant life.  There is no other way. 
 

Isaiah 44:9 (ESV) All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit.  
 

4. Trusting in themselves. 
 

Isaiah 30:15-16a (ESV) For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you 
shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16 and you 
said, “No! We will flee.... “ 
 

Ex: Trusting in good works like ultra-generous benevolence (Buffet and Gates). 
 

5. Trusting in false leaders (leaders matter). 
 

· We all follow leaders.  That is why even the most independent, rebellious teen looks 
exactly like other rebellious teens.  We all follow someone (or desire that). 

 
C. Who will you trust?  How will you trust? 

 
1. We trust God by fixing our mind on Him. 

 
Isaiah 26:3-4 (ESV) You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in 
you. 4 Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock.  

 
2. We trust God even though eternal judgment is coming.  We trust God because all who trust will 

receive deliverance and salvation.  We live life God-ward. 
 

· Even Isaiah’s name is God-ward.  Like Joshua, Elisha, and Jesus his name means 
“Yahweh is comfort” or “The Lord saves.” 
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3. The Christian knows he or she cannot be separated from the love of God.  So, we trust. 
 

Ex: Keep your shield of faith up. 
 

Isaiah 7:9b (ESV) If you are not firm in your faith, you will not be firm at all. 
 

4. In trusting God for salvation we find joy. 
 
III. Joy (what God aims to give His people) 
 

A. I cannot describe joy to you any better than I describe love.  Joy is happiness, contentment, 
satisfaction, delight, not dependent on circumstance.  Joy is dependent on God alone.  

 
Isaiah 12:3 (ESV) With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

 
1. Where is joy located?  Joy comes from the water in the wells of salvation (nowhere else). 

 
If you have never realized your guilt or guiltiness before God you will never have joy in Christ.  It is 
impossible.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones in Spiritual Depression, p. 31  

 
Ex: Athletes, movie stars, rich and famous ... are generally miserable people.  They cannot 

find joy and satisfaction. 
 

2. The Christian may be afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, struck down, hard-pressed, but the 
Christian ought never to be joyless.  Why? 

 
B. The wells of salvation have to do with another.  Jesus Christ (perfect life, death in our place, raised 

again) and every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places is ours by faith. 
 

1. A believer lacking joy is a serious thing.  Why do we lose joy?  We lose sight of our great 
salvation (this is why we remind ourselves weekly).   

 
The Christian life seems to them to be a constant problem, and they are always asking the same 
question. ‘Why cannot I get there?  Why cannot I be like that?’  They read books which are meant to 
give instruction about the Christian way of life, they attend meetings and conferences, always seeking 
this something they cannot find.  And they are cast down, their souls are disquieted within them... They 
often concentrate on the question of sanctification, but it does not help them because they have not 
understood justification.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones in Spiritual Depression, p. 25  

 
C. Great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  This designation (perhaps Isaiah’s favorite) is made 

clearest to us at the cross.  Isaiah 53 is quite clear.  Jesus saves us. 
 

Isaiah 53:4-6, 11 (ESV) Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are 
healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.... out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 
shall bear their iniquities. 

 
2. When joy is lost the conviction of sin is not present; and when the conviction of sin is lost then 

the glory of Christ is lost.  You don’t need a Savior. 
 
Close 
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A. Our aim pastorally in preaching Isaiah to you is to save any who are outside of Christ and to build Living 
Hope into Christians who walk by faith, not sight, and treasure salvation.   

 
1. You send massively deep roots into Christ.  Christ is your all in all.  Therefore, you are humble 

and not proud (you can’t be proud beside the cross). 
 

2. I will die a happy man if Living Hope consists of saints who joyfully accept the loss of property 
and possessions because they know they have a superior inheritance. 

 
Revelation 12:11 (ESV) And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.  

 
B. When you have some time read through Isaiah.  Revisit the 5th gospel.  When you do, pay close 

attention to anger, trust and joy. 
 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness, 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name, 
On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand 

 
 
 
 
Application Questions  
Title: Lessons Learned from Isaiah 
Text: Isaiah 12 
 
1.  Describe how you experienced conviction of sin in your life. 
 
2.  Where are you tempted to doubt God rather than trust Him? 
 
3.  Is joy thriving in your life?  Why or why not? 
 
4.  Does your joy overflow into desire to share Jesus with others? 
 


