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 Living with the End in View 
 Isaiah 66 
 
Introduction 
 

A. When U2 (you may not be familiar) was inducted into the rock and roll hall of fame the first song Bono 
and the boys chose to play was Until the End of the World.  The lyrics:  

 
We were as close together as a bride and groom We ate the food, we drank the wine Everybody having a 
good time, except you - You were talking about the end of the worldU2 in Until the End of the World 

 
1. For many of us talk about the end of the world is not a good time.  It is not a good time because it 

is hard be casual about the end of the world.  It isn’t trivial, is it? 
 

2.  The topic is serious, not funny (no laugh tracks looping).  The end of the world is so serious we 
treat it like death.  We often prefer to avoid the topic (as if today is momentous). 

 
Ex: “I’d like to sing a song about the end of the world.  It’s a happy little number.”  Larry 

Norman (nervous laughter follows - funny, right?  Or not so funny?). 
 

B. The book of Isaiah concludes with God talking about the end of the world.  The context: 
 

1. Isaiah 63 & 64 contain a prayer for revival and rescue.  Will God be silent? 
2. No, He will not and so Isaiah 65 and 66 are God’s response (final answer). 

 
C. In Isaiah 65 (last week) we looked at the end.  Now, as we consider Isaiah 66, my title is Living with 

the End in View. 
 

The end is not yet but seeing and thinking about the end will inform how we live. 
 

1. I have three points (tell them about the end).  I will tell them about: 
 

· The one to whom God will look (Isaiah 66:1-6) 
· Rejoicing over God’s new nation (Isaiah 66:7-14) 
· Final judgment and glory (Isaiah 66:15-24) 

 
I. Tell them about the one to whom God will look (Isaiah 66:1-6). 
 

A. There is a particular person who somehow captures the eye of God (his attention).  Logic dictates the 
opposite as well.  There is a particular person in whom God does not delight. 

 
1. Both the OT and NT make this point.  The reality of the cross does not change God’s view 

(though we receive power via the gospel). 
 

2 Chronicles 16:9 (ESV) For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give 
strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward him.  

 
1 Peter 5:5-7 (ESV) Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of 
you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  

 
2. God begins speaking with a piece of sarcasm.  Heaven is my throne (big), earth is my ottoman, 
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so what are you building for me?  I made all these things so they all came to be. 
 

Ex: As if I’m sitting in my recliner; feet propped up; my 2 year old son thinks he will perform 
something large for me.  Cute (not if it is about earning).  

 
B. The one to whom God looks has at least 3 characteristics (let’s acknowledge that Jesus Christ has 

fulfilled this perfectly; that is who we are and who we are becoming): 
 

1. Humble (the absence of self).  The humble person serves and that is why Christ is humble.  He 
did not come to be served.  To be humble is to have: 

 
The mindset of Christ (a servant’s mindset): a focus on God and others, a pursuit of the recognition and 
the exaltation of God, and a desire to glorify and please God in all things and by all things He has given. 
 Stuart Scott in The Exemplary Husband, p. 187  

 
· When God sees greatness He sees a servant (His disciples wanted to rule): 

 
Matthew 20:26b-28 (ESV) But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and 
whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

 
2. Contrite (impossible apart from an awareness of sin). 

 
· To feel regret, sorrow and pain over sin (guilty with remorse - not only caught). 

 
3. Trembles at the Word of God. 

 
· Reverence and awe for God and His Word 
· Eagerness to obey God 

 
C. The description of the one to whom God will look is simply devastating.   

 
1. So, tell me, on a scale of 1-10, humble ... contrite ... trembles at God’s Word? 

 
2. Aren’t you grateful Christ fulfilled this perfectly?  Don’t you find desire for the day when this is 

completely true for us who believe in Christ? 
 

D. The opposite - in other words the person to whom God will not look with favor - is proud and self-
sufficient.  No need for God (full of self-interest).  Pride is: 

 
The mindset of self; a focus on self and the service of self, a pursuit of self-recognition and self-
exaltation, and a desire to control and use all things for self.  Stuart Scott in From Pride to Humility, p. 6 

 
1. The people of God in Isaiah’s day made the tragic error of desiring to control God for their own 

use by performing religious ceremony and sacrifice.  What did God want? 
 

Micah 6:8 (ESV) He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  

 
Ex: Samuel to King Saul: To obey is better than sacrifice.  To choose the things God does not 

delight in is to choose idols and evil. 
 

E. So be not only hearers of God’s Word but be doers lest you be deceived.  But notice, God tells us that 
in this life trials will come.  Not all is well yet.   
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1. Brothers (family) may hate you and persecute you.  As we are humble, contrite, and trembling at 

God’s Word we will experience ridicule and persecution. 
 

2. Jesus Christ said that since the world hated Him the world will also hate His followers.  It is 
unavoidable conflict because values differ.  There will be enemies. 

 
F. We are to love our enemies in this life and leave revenge for God.  God will render recompense to His 

enemies (people will desire rocks to fall upon them).    
 

1. That is not what God’s people will receive.  We will receive mercy and blessing. 
 
II. Tell them about rejoicing as a new nation (Isaiah 66:7-14). 
 

A. God invites and commands His people to rejoice.  3 times in Isaiah 66:7-14 we see the word rejoice.  
Why should we rejoice?  Four reasons: 

 
1. God promises to bring forth a new nation (see verse 8).  This nation will emerge from the work of 

the Son that God the Father sends into this world.  
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 (ESV) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

 
2. God promises to be faithful to His promises (see verse 9). 

 
· The kingdom of God is “already but not yet.”  The kingdom has come but will come in 

fullness.  What we will be is not yet final (a tension here).   
 

3. God promises peace to His people (see verse 12). 
 

4. God promises to comfort His people (see verse 13). 
 

B. So, rejoice now as if all this is yours because in Christ it is.  God rules over all. 
 

1. We will drink deeply with delight.  The abundance of the Lord will seem overwhelming as we 
consider the magnitude of His work of salvation and judgment. 

 
Ex: Like cool water after a desert hike (Grand Canyon). 

 
C. Nevertheless, though God’s people rejoice in the comfort they receive, not all are saved from judgment 

and wrath.  Isaiah concludes with this: 
 
III. Tell them about final judgment and glory (Isaiah 66:15-24). 
 

A. The Lord comes in judgment.  His enemies are those folks who try to sanctify and cleanse themselves 
by their own works and deeds (however religious). 

 
1. There is only one name by which we are saved (faith; not sacrifices).   

 
Acts 4:10-12 (ESV) Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing 
before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 
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the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved. 

 
2. It is a lie (doctrine of demons) that there are many ways to God.  God insists in His Word that He 

alone holds the keys of life and death.  
 

B. God’s people will be from every race, tribe, and language.  They will worship the Lamb of God, Jesus 
Christ, the Savior of the world, for forever.  God’s glory will be seen. 

 
1. Grace is amazing.  We find ourselves wondering why we are not now His enemies.  We once 

were going our own way and doing our own thing.  Grace and truth break in. 
 

2. And Our lives are changed.  We see the greatness of God, our sin and guilt, and in hearing 
God’s Word we find that we tremble. 

 
C. We tremble in part because we see the stakes.  The stakes are eternal.  The last verse of Isaiah is 

sobering and perhaps even beyond our comprehension. 
 

1. God’s people will look upon the wicked and the destruction which does not end.  The NT 
substantiates this teaching.  The way we live reveals our faith (fruit). 

 
Philippians 3:17-21 (ESV) Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 
according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their 
belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be 
like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.  
 
D. There is no peace for the wicked.  Their end is destruction.  How is it that we can rejoice at the 

destruction of the wicked (especially if it is a loved one)? 
 

1. Answer: when our lowly bodies have been transformed, and we see Christ, and we are like Him, 
we will see clearly the horror of the darkness of sin. 

 
2. Not only that.  We will see Christ in all His glory and He will be beautiful to behold.  To love 

godliness requires the hatred of sin.  Sorrow becomes rejoicing. 
 

Revelation 18:19-20 (ESV) And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, 
“Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single 
hour she has been laid waste. 20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and 
prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!”  

 
E. Jesus taught the doctrine of eternal destruction in a place called hell (quoting Isaiah).   

 
Mark 9:43-48 (ESV) And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 
than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two 
eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’  

 
1. We may consider ourselves warned.  Fear saves no one, love and kindness will.  Consider the 

love of God in the offer of salvation to you. 
 
Close 
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A. The disposition of our heart toward God (we desire what He desires) and sin (everything God does not 
desire - cut it off) is one of the best indicators of the reality our salvation. 

 
1. You read Isaiah and you are wise to reflect on your life and your eternal destiny. 

 
The end is not yet but seeing and thinking about the end will inform how we live. 

 
B. In preaching through Isaiah Paul and I have sought to preach Christ (Isaiah saw Him).   

 
1. To preach Christ is to preach the glorious news of the gospel.  You cannot save yourself, you 

see your need for mercy and a Savior, you ask for bread and water (grace).   
 

2. To preach Christ is also to warn of the judgment to come (tsunami) because it captures attention, 
shakes off lethargy, not to mention it is reality. 

 
C. I pray Christ is yours, you love nothing more, and you anticipate eternity with Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
Application Questions 
 
How often do you think about the end of the world?  Describe your thoughts. 
 
How do you pursue humility? 
 
Are you familiar with being contrite and trembling at God’s Word?  Why or why not? 
 
Is rejoicing evident in your life? 
 
Describe your disposition toward God and toward sin. 
 
 


