
©Living Hope Church 22 March 2009 
 

 
1 

 
 Make Your Name Known 
 Isaiah 64 
 
Introduction 
 

A. The Bible contains many examples of powerful prayers.  These prayers inspire us and challenge us 
because these prayers were effective.  Consider their design (character and glory): 

 
1. Old Testament:  Abraham (Genesis 18), Moses (Exodus 32), David - a man after God’s own 

heart (Psalm 51; Ps 139; 1 Chronicles 29), Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1), and Daniel (Daniel 9). 
 

2. New Testament: Jesus (Matthew 6; John 17; Luke 22), and Paul (Ephesians 1 & 3).   
 

B. These massive prayers were not wealth and health.  The design of these prayers is that God would be 
true to His character and make His name known (glory). 

 
1. Isaiah 64 is another one of the great prayers of the Bible.  It is probably not as well known as 

these other prayers yet I would suggest it is an important prayer for us.  
 

C. This prayer of Isaiah actually begins back in chapter 63. 
 

1. Isaiah (after prophesying the Lord’s day of vengeance) begins with worship (v 7-9).  A great 
place to begin (recount blessings and promises). 

 
Isaiah 63:7 (ESV) I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according to all 
that the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has granted them 
according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast love.  

 
2. Isaiah then recounts the history of Israel (they rebelled).  Then twice: where is He?  God is not 

yet finished with His people.  Because, God’s name is at stake: 
 

Isaiah 63:12b (ESV) ... who divided waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name. 
 

Isaiah 63:14b (ESV) So you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name. 
 

3. Isaiah then moves to requests even as he pours out his heart in lament and anguish. 
 

· Look down from heaven and see. 
· Where are your zeal and might? 
· You are our Father.  Why are things as they are? 

 
Isaiah 63:19 (ESV) We have become like those over whom you have never ruled, like those who are 
not called by your name.  

 
D. We turn now to Isaiah 64.  Isaiah’s passion is visible in verse 2.  Make Your Name Known. 
  

1. When we pray we glorify God when we ask God to Make Your Name Known.   
 

2. Here in Isaiah 64, as Isaiah prays, we will see Isaiah’s desire, confession, and plea.  Isaiah prays 
that God would do one thing: Make Your Name Known. 

 
I. Isaiah’s desire (verses 1-5a). 
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A. If we would use one word to summarize or describe this prayer by Isaiah I would use the first word of 
Isaiah 64.  Oh. 

 
1. There are many different ways to say oh. 

 
· Oh, hi (a bit of a surprise to see someone)  
· Oh, I see (bad news) 
· Oh, my! (sports announcer in amazement) 
· Oh, no (disappointment) 

 
2. Here Isaiah is pouring out the desires of his heart.  Oh! 

 
Isaiah 64:1 (ESV) Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down.  

 
B. Isaiah, in finance parlance, is putting all of his eggs in one basket.  In poker parlance, he is going all in.  

Don’t do that with money (poker or one basket).  But, do that with God. 
 

1. Why does Isaiah pray for the presence of God? 
 

· To make Your name known to Your adversaries 
· That the nations might tremble in Your presence 
· Note: It isn’t about personal things or matters 

 
2. You know, God does come down.  God is everywhere present and yet there are times when 

God’s presence is revealed in an unusual way.  We call it revival. 
 

The town seemed so full of the presence of God.  It was never so full of love, or joy, and yet so full of 
distress, as it was then.  There were remarkable tokens of God’s presence in almost every house.  It 
was a time of rejoicing in families on account of salvation being brought unto them; parents rejoicing 
over their children as new born, and husbands over their wives, and wives over their husbands... Our 
public assemblies were beautiful... The assembly in general was, from time to time, in tears, while the 
Word was preached, some weeping with sorrow and distress, others with joy and love, others with pity 
and concern for the souls of their neighbors.  Jonathan Edwards in Jonathan Edwards on Revival, p 14 

 
C. Do we desire that too?  Do we feel this “Oh” as we pray?   

 
1. If we do not, surely we can say we are fine with things as they are.  And yet as we say those 

words are hearts are stricken for we know it is not acceptable. 
 

2. What to do?  Isaiah would say (and has said): 
· Behold Your God 
· Consider your ways 

 
3. In seeing rightly, as God illuminates truth to our hearts, our need is clear.  

 
D. God moves for those who wait for Him.  To wait on God is to walk in active dependence on Him - for 

everything.  Isaiah depends on God for everything; on himself for nothing.  To wait is:   
 

1. Patient in prayer 
2. Hope and expectation 
3. Trust and obey (not disobedience which grieves and quenches the Holy Spirit) 

 
Psalm 62:5-8 (ESV) For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. 6 He only is my 
rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 7 On God rests my salvation and my glory; 
my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 8 Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; 
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God is a refuge for us. 
 

E. Everything rests on God.  He is our Father.  He is our hope, our rock, our salvation, our strength.  Jesus 
Christ is our all in all.  And, how we need the Holy Spirit.   

 
You must become aware of your need, of your impotence, of your helplessness... We must ask 
ourselves how we can succeed if we do not have this authority, this commission, this might and 
strength and power.  We must become utterly convinced of our need.  We must cease to have so much 
confidence in ourselves, and all our methods and organizations, and in all our slickness.  We have got 
to realize that we must be filled with god’s Spirit.  And we musty be equally certain God can fill us with 
His Spirit.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones in Revival, p 19 

 
We must choose to accept the inconvenient, disturbing, question-provoking, ego-humbling, prayer-
stimulating, church-changing, prophetic burden that the glory of God would come down upon us today.  
Ray Ortlund, Jr. in Isaiah PTW Commentary, p 433  

 
1. Oh.  Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down. 

 
II. Isaiah’s confession (verses 5b-7). 
 

A. “Oh” is intensified when we consider our condition.  The condition of God’s people in Isaiah’s day was 
seen in Is 63:19 - we are like those who are not called by your name. 

 
B. We have sinned.  We have been in our sins for a long time.  How shall we be saved?  We: 

 
1. Have become like one who is unclean (the leper). 

 
2. All our righteous deeds are polluted garments (literally a menstrual cloth). 

 
3. We fade like a leaf (leaves are green and even when glorious fade and fall).   

 
4. No one calls on your name.  No one rouses themselves to take hold of you.  You have hidden 

your face from us. 
 

C. In sum, we are like our enemies.  Our only hope is found in God. 
 

1. Now here is a very good question.  What does it mean for us who happen to be on this side of 
the cross?  Does that describe our condition? 

 
2. Put another way, what did Christ accomplish for us?  Answer: 

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

 
3. We are made righteous by grace, through faith, in the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  We are 

righteous because of Jesus Christ (justification). 
 

4. Apart from Him we are lost.  In this life, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we aim to grow in 
righteousness (sanctification). 

 
Ex: Martin Luther said that we are simultaneously saint and sinner.  We don’t want to lose 

sight of either.   
  

D. We are changed and yet we are not yet what we will be.  So Isaiah prays a prayer we can pray (bring 
salvation; save us; revive us). 
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III. Isaiah’s plea (verses 8-12). 
 

A. The situation described in verses 8-12 is what the exiles will face on their return from their captivity in 
Babylon.  They face literal ruins. 

 
1. Isn’t it true that we can see the same ruin and decay?  Isn’t it true that we can the foundations 

are being destroyed? 
 

Is it not obvious to all of us, that the church is patently failing, that she does not count even as much as 
she did in the memory of many of us today?  Certainly she does not count as much as she did seventy, 
eighty or a hundred years ago.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones in Revival, p 9 

 
2. If we do not care about the condition of the church we are very poor Christians.  If it is only a little 

help for us we want, we are babes in Christ.   
 

B. Where do we find hope?  In verse 8 we see that God is our Father, and He is the potter and we are the 
clay. 

 
1. God holds all power and authority in His hand.  Does that discourage prayer?  By no means!  In 

fact it ought to encourage prayer. 
 

2. We pray “Oh ... Father ... rend the heavens and come down because conditions are desperate.”  
Unless you act, the cause is lost. 

 
Ex: A Father loves a bold request from a child and seeks to do what is in his power for his 

child.  We have limits.  God does not have limits.    
 

C. Isaiah prays the prayer of a child (depending, trusting, appealing, pleading).  
 

1. Isaiah knows they need God.  We need God.  We are dependent, not independent.  Prayer like 
this prayer by Isaiah brings massive glory to God. 

 
Intercession glorifies God because an expression of utter dependence upon him.  It recognizes that we 
need to be delivered as much from ourselves as from our enemies, and that deliverance of this radical 
kind can be found only in God.  It is his gift, not our achievement.  Barry Webb in Isaiah TBST 
Commentary, p 241 

 
2. Waiting on God is essential because for a season it seems like He is silent.  It seems like God 

restrains himself.  He does not seem to act. 
 

D. To cling to the promises is to wait (active dependence on Him) and wait.  He who promised is faithful 
and He will move when we pray great prayers. 

  
The greatest prayer we can pray is for God to do His will, for His glory, in His way, by His gospel, in our 
generation, without restraint.  That’s a prayer God loves to hear and is ready to answer.  Ray Ortlund, 
Jr. in Isaiah PTW Commentary, p 436  

 
Close 
 

A. Are you satisfied with things as they are?  If you are satisfied then there is nothing needed.  No action 
required.  We can all sleep in the light. 

 
B. If you find you are dissatisfied with the way things are you are faced with a choice: 
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1. Your might and power or His might and power? 
 

And though we may preach, and fast, and sweat, and pray, and do all we can, all our efforts seem to 
lead to nothing.  What is needed is some mighty demonstration of the power of God, some enactment 
of the Almighty that will compel people to pay attention, and to look, and to listen.  And the history of all 
the revivals of the past indicates so clearly that is invariably the effect of revival, without any exception 
at all.  That is why I am urging you to pray for this.  When God acts, He can do more in a minute than 
man with his organizing can do in fifty years.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones in Revival, p 121-122 

 
2. In Acts 4, when the early church was threatened, they prayed and asked God for boldness, while 

God moves in might and power.  God moved in their midst. 
 

C. I hope we are dissatisfied.  I hope that doesn’t discourage us.  I hope, instead, that it puts “oh” into our 
prayers. 

 
 
 
 
 


