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 How Long, O Lord? 
 Isaiah 63 (read Isaiah 63:1-6) 
 
Introduction 
 

A. We have called our study of Isaiah Behold Your God.  This is because when we discover the main 
idea of Isaiah we realize the main idea is God. 

 
The central theme of the book of Isaiah is God himself, who does all things for his own sake (48:11).  
Isaiah defines everything else by its relation to God, whether it is rightly adjusted to him as the 
gloriously central figure in all of reality (45:22-25).  Ray Ortlund Jr in ESV Study Bible, p 1234 

 
B. The massive book of Isaiah (66 chapters) divides into 3 majors sections and in each section we have 

seen God at work.  Therefore, Behold Your God: 
 

1. Isaiah 1-39  God purifies a remnant of His apostate people through judgment 
2. Isaiah 40-55  God consoles His discouraged people in exile 
3. Isaiah 56-66  God prepares all of His true people for salvation 

 
C. We’re in the third section of Isaiah.  Chapters 60-62 were a delightful highlight.     

 
1. Isaiah 60  The final glory of God’s people 
2. Isaiah 61  The year of the Lord’s favor  
3. Isaiah 62  God’s watchmen pray and ask God for salvation 

 
D. We come now to Isaiah 63 (the beginning of the end).  Here we will see: 

 
1. The Lord’s salvation 
2. Isaiah’s prayer for salvation 

 
When we see God’s plan for salvation the God-glorifying response is to ask Him to act.  

 
I. The Lord’s salvation (verses 1-6). 
 

A. We ought not be surprised to see the Lord’s salvation in Isaiah 63 because the watchmen on the wall 
are taking no rest until God shows up.  Isaiah 62 winds up with this prophetic word: 

 
Isaiah 62:11 (ESV) Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of 
Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.”  

 
1. So, as Isaiah 63 begins the prophet sees someone coming.  Who is this? 

 
Ex: Butch and Sundance, looking off into the distance as they are being tracked, and one of 

them asks this question: who are those guys? 
 

2. That is Isaiah’s question (though singular).  How the prophets longed to look into these things.  
Even angels long to understand God’s plan of salvation. 

 
1 Peter 1:10-12 (ESV) Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 
was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in 
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been 
announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven, things into which angels long to look.  
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3. The point is that salvation intrigues their (prophets and angels) thinking and imagination.  Who is 

this one who is mighty to save?  Hints: 
 

· Crimsoned garments from Bozrah, capitol of Edom, land of Esau (pride) 
· Splendid in appearance and strength; His apparel is red 

  
B. The answer comes back from the one approaching saying: 

 
1. I am mighty to save 
2. I have trodden the winepress alone 
3. The day of vengeance is in my heart, my year of redemption had come 
4. My own arm brought me salvation 
5. I trampled down the peoples in my anger 

 
C. Who is this?  Jesus Christ, the lion from the tribe of Judah, King and conqueror. 

 
1. The Lord’s salvation is wonderful news of grace to His people.  The Lord’s salvation is dreadful 

news for His enemies (He tramples them down in His anger). 
 

2. In our time many have chosen to say God does not exist.  They scoff at the very idea that Jesus 
Christ will come again.  If He is somehow real, He is not a judge. 

 
Ex: They look at the created order and say no one did it.  Sin is without consequence. They 

are without excuse because they deny God. 
 

3. The question comes down to each one of us.  Who is Jesus Christ?  The Bible’s answer is that 
He is both Savior and Lord.  He offers justice and mercy (He is never unfair). 

 
Revelation 14:19-20 (ESV) So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape 
harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress 
was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 
stadia.  

 
Revelation 19:11-13 (ESV) Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it 
is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame 
of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 
13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.  
 
D. What do you see in your mind’s eye when you think about Jesus Christ (very important)? 

 
1. Hippie poet, nice guy, loves everyone, good teacher?  Our view is incomplete if we do not see 

Jesus Christ as an avenging judge.  What is our problem? 
 

We know nothing of the emotions proper to absolute holiness, the just, merited and inevitable final 
settlement between God and all that defiles and opposes.  Alec Motyer in Isaiah IVP Commentary, p 
509  

 
In American religion ... there is almost no sense of God’s difference from us - in other words, his 
majesty, sovereignty, self-existence and holiness.  God is my buddy, my inmost experience, or the 
power source for living my best life now.  God is not strange (that is, holy), and he is certainly not a 
judge.  He does not evoke fear, awe, or a sense of terrifying and disorienting beauty.    Michael Horton 
in Christless Christianity, p 168 

 
I suppose there are no two things in connection with the Christian faith that are so abominated today, as 
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the doctrine of sin, and the doctrine of the wrath of God.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones in Revival, p 40 
 

What do we need to be saved from?  We need to be saved from God - not from kidney stones, not from 
hurricanes, not from military defeats.  What every human needs to be saved from is God.  The last thing 
in the world the impenitent sinner ever wants to meet on the other side of the grave is God.  But the 
glory of the gospel is that the One from whom we need to be saved is the very One who saves us.  God 
in saving us saves us from Himself.  R.C. Sproul in Saved from What?, p 25 

 
2. In the very words of Jesus you are either for Him or against Him (what or whom do you love?).  

There is no middle ground, there is no undecided, there is no neutral. 
 

E. Remember, salvation was announced in Isaiah 53.  We are invited to drink and eat in Isaiah 55.  The 
offer is freely made to anyone who will come to Christ. 

 
1. Will you come to Christ? If you come you come on His terms. 

 
· You acknowledge your rebellion against His rule and reign 
· You believe His shed blood on Calvary’s tree is a substitutionary sacrifice 
· You die to yourself (and you gain life - now and eternal) 

 
2. We will each receive mercy or justice.  It is the glory of the gospel that God saves sinners.  We 

cannot save ourselves.  Salvation is faith alone, grace alone (immense mercy).   
 
II. In the remainder of Isaiah 63 Isaiah transitions to prayer (read verses 7-14).   
 

A. Why does Isaiah pray?  Isaiah prays because when we see God’s plan for salvation the God-glorifying 
response is to ask Him to act.   

 
B. Isaiah begins his prayer (verses 7-9) by recounting the steadfast love of the Lord to Israel.  God was 

good, compassionate, their Savior, He carried them.  They blew Him off.   
 

1. Verses 10-14 summarize the rebellion of Israel.  Twice Isaiah asks this poignant question: Where 
is He?  He does not seem to be present and accounted for. 

 
2. Where is the One who has promises to fulfill?  Wrongs to avenge?  The creation groans in 

anticipation of things being renewed one day. 
 

C. In verse 14 Isaiah remembers that it is all about God and His glorious name.  He is God, we are not.  
He is primary, we are secondary.  God may spend us however he chooses. 

 
1. When we pray we are also wise to recount the mercy of God.  When we pray we are also wise to 

ask God to make His name glorious in us.   
 

Matthew 6:7-10 (ESV) “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they 
think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 
D. In verses 15-19 (read them) Isaiah moves to specific requests (this prayer carries over into chapter 64). 

 It is one of the great prayers of the Bible (Dan 9; Neh 1, John 17). 
 

1. Isaiah started by recounting the mercy and compassion of God.  He acknowledges and 
confesses the sin of Israel.  Then he makes requests. 

 
2. Look down and see. 
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· Where are your zeal and might? 
· Why do you make us wander from your ways, we don’t fear you 
· We have become like those who are not called by your name 

 
E. Isaiah sees the evil in the world.  He also sees that God’s people are worldly.  What is the need? 

 
1. Isaiah will call our attention to our need in Isaiah 64.  Oh, that you would rend the heavens and 

come down!  Make your name known among your adversaries. 
 

2. The need is revival.  We need mercy.  As we see God’s plan of salvation our hearts are moved 
and we ask God to do it.    

 
3. The Christian prays and asks God: 

 
· To revive and restore the church (God more in 10 min. than we can in 50 years) 
· To save those who are lost and perishing (because God saves) 
· To exercise judgment on the world 

 
F. Isaiah is asking a simple question.  How long, O Lord?  How long will you delay? 

 
1. The psalmist asks the same thing often.  One example: 

 
Psalm 82:2 (ESV) How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? 
 

Close 
 

A. It is not yet the day of judgment.  However: 
 

1. No one knows when they draw their final breath. 
2. No one knows when God pulls down the curtain on history. 

 
B. The gospel is our greatest need.  The gospel is everyone’s greatest need. 

 
1. You may know an unbeliever who seems quite happy and content. 

 
Ex: A cut rose is beautiful.  It is also dying. 

 
2. Because the wrath of God is coming we are need of protection like Noah was when the floods 

were coming.  He had an ark. 
 

C. Jesus Christ is our protector. 
 

1. God does not delight when the wicked perish.  There are no shouts of joy. 
 

2. Seeing the wrath to come, and the deliverance of folks by the cross, inspires us to pray that the 
many would be rescued.  And that things be made right. 

 
Revelation 22:20 (ESV) He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!    

 
Pray 
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Discussion Questions 
 
Describe your view of Jesus Christ (who He is and what He is like). 
 
Why is the wrath of God seldom discussed by folks? 
 
How does Isaiah’s view of salvation move you to pray? 
 
Describe the burdens you feel to pray. 
 
How does the thought of the return of Christ affect you? 
 
 
 


