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 Take No Rest 
 Isaiah 62 
 
Introduction 
 

A. Have you ever pondered how the Word of God came into being?  How can one say with integrity that 
the Bible is the Word of God when it was written by men?  Two key ideas from Carson: 

 
One, the God of the Bible is a God who acts and talks.  He is personal.  The Christian’s view of the 
Bible is tied to the doctrine of God, who discloses himself in words and deeds.  Two, the Bible is 
simultaneously the product of God’s mind and of human minds.  D.A. Carson in The Gagging of God, p 
151       

 
1. The process of Scripture writing varies (vision, investigation, history, witness).  When a prophet 

prophesied they were often thinking about their life.  Example of David: 
 

Psalm 71:20-21 (ESV) You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; 
from the depths of the earth you will bring me up again. 21 You will increase my greatness and comfort 
me again.  

 
2. In the same way, here in Isaiah 62, this great prophet is prophesying about what he will has done 

and will do.  Yet, behind his activity stands the greater activity of God. 
 

B. Isaiah speaks a command (God-breathed) in verses 6 & 7: 
 

Isaiah 62:6b-7 (ESV) You who put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest, 7 and give him no rest until 
he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth.  

 
1. My title is Take No Rest.  If you have put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest.   

 
2. In Isaiah 62 I’d like to call your attention to the promises of God and to the appropriate response 

on our part to the promises of God. 
 
I. The promises of God. 
 

A. The promises of God are glorious, numerous and staggering.  They are so plentiful and magnificent that 
it is like trying to get a drink from a fire hydrant. 

 
B . Jesus Christ, if he were literally present with us today (I believe), would call our attention to the 

promises of God (He is faithful). 
 

1. The Lord will not keep silent or be quiet (verse 1).  This is for the sake of Jerusalem and Zion 
(the people of God).  He will speak until righteousness shines brightly. 

 
· Note: Isaiah also speaks.  He too will not keep silent but this can only be as long as he 

has life and breath.  Isaiah was faithful to his call to an unfaithful people. 
· God’s will is to grow his people as oaks of righteousness (see Isaiah 61:5 - gladness, 

praise, strength).  The way we live matters to God because He loves righteousness. 
 

2. The nations will see it and you will get a new name (verse 2). 
3. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord (see verse 3). 
4. Your name will no longer be forsaken or desolate.  Instead, your name will be “my delight is in 

her” and “married.”  The Lord will delight in you (see verse 4). 
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5. As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride so God rejoices over you (see verse 5). 
 

Isaiah 26:12 (ESV) O Lord, you will ordain peace for us, for you have indeed done for us all our works.  
 

C. When Lord?  When will these glorious promises actually happen?  There are two times.  Now (following 
the cross of Christ) and eternity. 

 
1. Jesus sees the church as His bride. 

 
Ephesians 5:25-32 (ESV) Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so 
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore 
a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 
32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  

 
2. Now links to eternity: 

 
Revelation 19:6-8 (ESV) Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright 
and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  

 
3. The Bride (the church) has prepared herself.  She is beautiful.  Jesus Christ finds delight and 

pleasure in His bride.  He rejoices over us. 
 
II. The promises of God are glorious and desirable.  The promises call for a response. 
 

A. The response is asking God to do His Word.  What shall we call this asking?  We call it prayer. 
 

1. In verses 6 & 7 we see that those who have the Lord in remembrance take no rest. 
 

Ex: Mighty men of God like Daniel and Nehemiah stood on the promises and prayed.   
 

B. These individuals placed on the walls are called watchmen.  What do watchmen do? 
1. They watch.  If they are faithful, they are alert.   

 
Matthew 26:41 (ESV) “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.”    

 
C. Prayer is wonderfully described in Is 62:6-7.  There are six qualities of the prayers of watchmen (those 

who have put the Lord in remembrance): 
 

1. Prayer is ceaseless ... all the day and all the night (verse 6).  This is a call to insistent, persistent, 
unending prayer (my friends will help us).   

 
Men who know their God are before anything else men who pray, and the first point where their zeal 
and energy for God’s glory come to expression is in their prayers... the invariable fruit of true knowledge 
of God is energy to pray for God’s cause - energy, indeed, which can only find an outlet and a relief of 
inner tension when channeled into such prayer - and the more knowledge, the more energy!  By this we 
may test ourselves... If, however, there is little energy for such prayer, and little consequent practice of 
it, this is a sure sign that as yet we scarcely know God.  J.I. Packer in Knowing God, p 24 
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· Prayer is our response to God. 

 
Prayer is our response to God as he speaks to us...  All speech originates with the Persons of the 
Trinity.  God has made us persons in His image.  Therefore, God talks to us, and we talk to Him.  
Graeme Goldsworthy in Prayer and the Knowledge of God, p 36-37 

 
The only thing of transcendent importance to human beings is the knowledge of God.  This knowledge 
does not belong to those who focus endlessly on themselves.  Those who truly come to know God 
delight just to know him.  He becomes their center.  They think of him, delight in him, boast of him.  
They want to know more and more what kind of God he is.  D.A. Carson in The Cross and Christian 
Ministry, p 32 

 
· Ceaseless prayer does not equal lengthy prayers.   

 
Some brethren pray by the yard, but true prayer is measured by weight - not by length.  A single groan 
before God may have more fullness of prayer in it than a fine oration of great length.  Charles Spurgeon 
in The Power of Prayer in a Believer’s Life, p 34   

 
· In bringing prayer to our attention I in no way desire for you to feel guilty about a lack of 

prayer in your life.  Think about God (promises), not yourself: 
 

2. Prayer is vocal ... they shall never be silent (verse 6).   
 

· We pray Sunday mornings at 9:00 am and you’re invited 
· We pray a pastoral prayer each Sunday (worship team prays) 
· We pray before we preach (pray for preachers) 
· We pray at the end of a meeting 
· We pray in care groups as effective leaders lead you to pray 
· We pray personally (Jesus recommended a prayer closet) ... right? 

Ex: I find that I pray best when standing.  It is the practice of many to pray out loud 
because the body is engaged (not drowsy).  Prayer is work.   

 
But the hard truth is that most Christians don’t pray very much. They pray at meals—unless they’re still 
stuck in the adolescent stage of calling good habits legalism. They whisper prayers before tough 
meetings. They say something brief as they crawl into bed. But very few set aside set times to pray 
alone—and fewer still think it is worth it to meet with others to pray. And we wonder why our faith is 
weak. And our hope is feeble. And our passion for Christ is small. And meanwhile the devil is 
whispering all over this room: “The pastor is getting legalistic now. He’s starting to use guilt now. He’s 
getting out the law now.” ... Is it true that intentional, regular, disciplined, earnest, Christ-dependent, 
God-glorifying, joyful prayer is a duty? ... You can call it that. It’s a duty the way it’s the duty of a scuba 
diver to put on his air tank before he goes underwater. It’s a duty the way pilots listen to air traffic 
controllers. It’s a duty the way soldiers in combat clean their rifles and load their guns. It’s a duty the 
way hungry people eat food. It’s a duty the way thirsty people drink water. It’s a duty the way a deaf 
man puts in his hearing aid. It’s a duty the way a diabetic takes his insulin. It’s a duty the way Pooh 
Bear looks for honey. It’s a duty the way pirates look for gold. I hate the devil, and the way he is killing 
some of you by persuading you it is legalistic to be as regular in your prayers as you are in your eating 
and sleeping and Internet use. Do you not see what a sucker he his making out of you? He is laughing 
up his sleeve at how easy it is to deceive Christians about the importance of prayer.  God has given us 
means of grace. If we do not use them to their fullest advantage, our complaints against him will not 
stick. If we don’t eat, we starve. If we don’t drink, we get dehydrated. If we don’t exercise a muscle, it 
atrophies. If we don’t breathe, we suffocate. And just as there are physical means of life, there spiritual 
are means of grace.  John Piper in Sermon on 28 Dec 2008 

 
3. Prayer is Godward ... you who call on the Lord (verse 6).  When we pray as Jesus taught we 
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begin by thinking about God, not ourselves (The Lord’s Prayer).   
 

In the great majority of books written, and in the sermons preached upon prayer, the human element 
fills the scene almost entirely: it is the conditions we must meet, the promises we must claim, the things 
we must do, in order to get our requests granted; and God’s claims, God’s right, God’s glory are often 
disregarded.  A.W. Pink in The Sovereignty of God, p 109 

 
4. Prayer is disciplined ... take no rest (verse 6). 
5. Prayer is urgent ... give Him no rest (verse 7). 
6. Prayer is sustained ... until He establishes Jerusalem, a praise in the earth (verse 7). 

 
D. Which means what? Some find a Scriptural basis and hope for a literal Jerusalem.  They give 

themselves to this end.  Maybe; but more certain is this: 
 

1. The New Testament orients us to a place and a person.  The place is a new city and the person 
is Jesus Christ.  

 
Hebrews 12:22-24 (ESV) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous 
made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks 
a better word than the blood of Abel. 
  
Hebrews 13:12-14 (ESV) So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he 
endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.  

 
Galatians 4:25-26 (ESV) Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our 
mother.  

 
3. Jerusalem points us to Jesus Christ.  We are in love with and anticipate being with a person.  

The kingdom of Jesus Christ is not of this world.   
 

John 18:36 (ESV) Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, 
my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is 
not from the world.” 

 
E. In verses 8 & 9 God promises on oath that what is given can never be taken away.  Satan and other 

adversaries cannot harm a single hair on your head.  
 

1. We, the redeemed of the lord, shall have fullness of life (first fruits now, the full fullness is ours in 
eternity).  That is where we’re headed. 

 
F. In verses 10-12 our response to the promises of God prepares the way for the peoples to come.  There 

is an invitation and a command.  Come to Christ!  We make the appeal and so: 
 

Every living church today is an entry-point into the eternal city.  Ray Ortlund Jr in Isaiah PTW 
Commentary, p 422   

 
1. Three times in verse 11 we see behold.  Behold your God.  Behold His salvation.  Behold your 

reward.  Behold Jesus Christ (it is either Christ or self). 
 
Close 
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A. His people will be holy people; the redeemed of the Lord; sought out; A city not forsaken.  God is faithful 
to His promises and He invites us to ask Him to do it.   

 
1. So we desire Christ for ourselves and for others too. 

 
B. If you have the Lord in remembrance, and if you know God, then you will take no rest and give Him no 

rest until eternity.  What a privilege. 
 

The dimension of prayer is perhaps one of the most astonishing aspects of God’s plan, in that he allows 
redeemed sinners to actually ask Him to do his gracious will.  Graeme Goldsworthy in Prayer and the 
Knowledge of God, p 209    

 
 


