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 True Servants of God  
 Isaiah 56 & 57 (read Isaiah 56:1-8) 
 
Introduction 
 

A. Shakespeare (Hamlet) wrote these oft-quoted words: 
 

To be, or not to be, that is the question. 
 

B. Isaiah (Luther - 5th gospel), having preached good news of a Savior (Isaiah 53), an eternal covenant of 
peace (Isaiah 54), and a free offer to all who will come (Isaiah 55), now in essence writes this: 

 
To love God, or not to love God, that is the question. 

 
C. In Isaiah 56-66 (the end) we’re going to see a glorious future promised and we (like the original 

audience) will encounter a call from God to keep justice and do righteousness (in short, obey).  
 

1. Here in Isaiah we will see the necessity of response to God’s gracious offer. 
 

2. In my experience some Christians get squeamish or nervous when we talk about obedience to 
God (I hope you don’t!).  This happens for a number of reasons. 

 
· Many of us know we fall short of obedience (like mercy in marriage). 
· We’re saved by grace through faith, not works, so why obey (why be serious)? 
· Let’s avoid legalism (obedience to God, from a heart of love, is precious)  
· We know our motives matter to God (why and how we obey). 

 
3. Perhaps you find Isaiah confusing.  Isaiah 1 finds Israel failing.  Is 7-39 speaks of covenant 

keeping and destruction for failing (exile).  Is 40-55 is grace-filled.  Now obey? 
 

Chapters 56-66 are a synthesis of what seems to be conflicting points of view in chapters 7-39 and 40-
55.  Chapters 7-39 call people to live righteous lives in obedience to the covenant, with the threat of 
destruction if they fail.  Chapters 40-55 seem to speak of grace that is available to the chosen people 
and depends on nothing but receiving it.  These two ideas seem irreconcilable.  This final division in the 
book shows this is not the case.  It is as people, any people, choose to live the life of God as He 
graciously empowers them that they come to know the true meaning of being servants of God.  John 
Oswalt quoted in Isaiah TEBC Commentary, p 814 

 
D. My title is True Servants of God. 

 
Because true servants of God think rightly they love God and they obey God. 

 
1. In Isaiah 56:1-8 we will see the path to being blessed (right thinking) 
2. In Isaiah 56:9-57:21 we will see the path of the wicked (wrong thinking) 

 
I. The path to being blessed. 
 

A. The path is not salvation by works or being a nice person.  However, the path is lit by four lamps (or 
indicators).  A brief mention of each one to help you see into the text: 

 
B. One, a sure knowledge of the future. 

 
1. Keep justice and do righteousness.  Why (why precedes how)?  Why should we do that?  For 
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soon my salvation will come and my deliverance will be revealed.  How does this work? 
 

Ex: It is the difference between being in the Battle of the Bulge (WWII - not waist) and 
watching the outcome years later in a movie.  Fear not, you know the end  

 
2. You’re blessed if you remember God’s salvation comes soon (that is why we’re blessed if we 

read the words of Revelation) because that changes the way we live (purifies us).   
 

· Priorities shift as we embrace the promises of God.  Justice and righteousness are 
precious gems, not harsh laws.  A favorite example: 

 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  

 
3. A question may be raised when you see the phrase “keeps the Sabbath.”  That is Saturday and 

I’m fearful I’m not doing it. 
 

· The Sabbath is for the Lord.  It is not inactivity; the Sabbath is enjoying God (rest from 
normal labors), avoiding evil, and doing a dress rehearsal for heaven.  

 
Ex: The Pharisees didn’t get that it was about God (not inactivity).  My parents, for a 

season, required us to rest Sunday afternoon. 
 

C. Two, a sure knowledge of God’s certain faithfulness and love to those who come and seek. 
 

1. Verse 3: let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, The Lord will surely 
separate me from His people.  Is salvation only for Israel (the Jewish people)? 

 
John 6:37 (ESV) All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
cast out.  

 
D. Three, the certainty of eternal rewards. 

 
1. In verses 3 and 4 we see eunuchs mentioned.  They are males who usually have been castrated 

and can no longer reproduce.  They often guarded women’s quarters (harem). 
 

· In Deutronomy 23:1 they are prohibited (cut off) from the assembly of the Lord. 
 

2. Now, what matters is Christ and His saving work.  No one is cut off.  And get this: to live for God 
is to obtain a monument and a name better than sons and daughters. 

 
Ex: Singles: marriage isn’t everything, God is everything (kids are special). 
 

E. Four, to join yourself to the Lord is to minister to Him (not about us).  See verses 6 & 7: 
 

Isaiah 56:6-7 (ESV) And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the 
name of the Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
and holds fast my covenant — 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”  

 
1. Ministry and service that bring glory to God are motivated by love (Your love is better than life).  

Therefore, we surrender our lives to Him (not duty, but love). 
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2. Love comes from seeing our sin and seeing our Savior.  Therefore, You don’t work up love.  
Love happens because of things we know and experience. 

 
Ex: Try to force yourself to love chocolate. 

 
3. Of what does our ministry consist?  The text says prayer (conversation a nd fellowship with God 

that is similar to an effective father with his children).  The idea is relationship. 
 

Revelation 3:20 (ESV) Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.  

 
F. The path of blessing is open to anyone who will come and seek.  No one needs to be on the outside.  

And salvation isn’t forced upon us.  Neither is salvation offered indefinitely. 
 

1. To come to Christ is to love Him.  To love Him is to lay down your life.  It is not love to say He is 
your Savior but you will live however you like. 

 
Ex: Streets in Boston, 1770s, were lined with this sign: We serve no sovereign here. 

 
To a generation that wanted to “feel good” at all costs, we declared a feel-good religion.  All one has to 
do to gain a heaven of bliss and an earthly life of abundance is to say “yes” to Jesus’ wonderful plan for 
life.  This decision has no necessary bearing on a person’s behavior.  John Oswalt in Isaiah NIV 
Application Commentary, p 622  

 
2. Jesus Christ preached a gospel that led to the kingdom of God.  His rule, His reign, in the glad 

hearts and lives of His people.  Lives are changed!  We live for Him. 
 
II. Sadly, however, there is the path of the wicked.  There are two specific problems that hinder blessing 

(remarkably relevant in our time - the Bible is always relevant). 
 

A. Wrong thinking leads to wrong actions.  Wrong thinking is deception.  Wrong thinking is to believe lies 
that cannot set us free.  Here is how wrong thinking works. 

 
B. One is irresponsible leaders (priests then, pastors now - any leader) - read Isaiah 56:9-12. 

 
1. These leaders are blind, lazy, selfish and they loves themselves (leaders lead by godly 

example).  Leaders matter because they exert influence on those around them. 
 
2. When you consider what church to join (and we believe in clear membership) what things do you 

evaluate?  If leaving, what matters?  My list: 
 

· The Word of God is preached, applied, and lived (primary) 
· Songs are God-centered and worship is orderly 
· Relationships matter (get connected in a care group) 
· Outreach matters 
· The children and youth prosper 
· You can trust the leaders  

 
Ex: Friend who runs a garage; if you don’t trust me don’t come.  Trust is both earned 

and given.  Trust is not blind. 
 

3. You want shepherds and leaders who lay down their lives joyfully to serve others.  That said, 
leaders aren’t perfect. 
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B. Two is idolatry (or appetites).  Isaiah 57 points to specific areas where we humans tend to worship 
things rather than God (leaders influence but we’re each responsible).  They cluster: 

 
1. Lovers of sexual pleasure (note: in reviewing this list we will see our nation in vivid color because 

this is where people go when they reject God). 
 

Isaiah 57:4-5 (ESV) Whom are you mocking? Against whom do you open your mouth wide and stick out 
your tongue? Are you not children of transgression, the offspring of deceit, 5 you who burn with lust 
among the oaks, under every green tree, who slaughter your children in the valleys, under the clefts of 
the rocks?  

 
· Romans 1 makes clear that sexual perversions are rebellion against God (no excuse, they 

deny truth, God gives them up to their lusts). 
 

2. Children are sacrificed (the God is Molech). 
 

· In our day we too will decide whether to worship and love God or go our own, serving our 
appetites (moms working, kids ignored).  A loving family is a gift from God. 

 
· Our nation sacrifices its children too.  Abortion has prospered because we put ourselves 

first (embarrassment, inconvenience, often lust at work).  
 

· I grieve the necessity of laws to protect the unborn.  The call to do justice and 
righteousness means we pray and work for the weak (widow and the orphan). 

 
3. Greed (unjust gain). 

 
Isaiah 57:17 (ESV) Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain I was angry, I struck him; I hid my face and 
was angry, but he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart.  

 
· The human heart tends to desire more even as it has more.  Isn’t it true that our nation 

has ben driven by greed (we want large returns more than we want God)?  
Close 
 

A. The sad thing (beyond rebellion) is that these things don’t deliver as advertised.  They don’t deliver life 
or joy or peace or eternal life.  They weary us.  Read Isaiah 57:10: 

 
Isaiah 57:10 (ESV) You were wearied with the length of your way, but you did not say, “It is hopeless”; 
you found new life for your strength, and so you were not faint.  

 
1. The person who comes to Christ well has at some point said uncle.  It is hopeless.  I cannot 

atone for my sin, I need a Savior.  Life doesn’t satisfy (lay your burdens down). 
 

2. I’m thirsty and I’m hungry and I need the bread of life and the water that satisfies.  Idols and 
appetites only increase our bondage.  To serve them is fatal. 

 
B. But to those who see this need and have this desire (grace) God is faithful. 

 
Isaiah 57:15 (ESV) For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.” 

 
1. Have you been revived?  Often our problem is precisely in this: We are not hopeless.  We seek 

new strength in other places that will never deliver (cisterns). 
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2. God offers, to the needy (lowly, contrite, hungry, thirsty) bread and wine and milk and bread that 

satisfies forever. 
 

C. As God satisfies us we find that wickedness flees.  We find in our hearts reverent fear of the Lord.  We 
find a desire to obey.  We find grace at work in our lives (no to sin). 

 
1. Think rightly, love God, obey God.  Receive the gospel and stand in it. 

 
Because true servants of God think rightly they love God and they obey God. 

 
 
Benediction 
As you join yourselves to the Lord, 
May you know and glory in the hopelessness that please God, 
May you choose the things that please God, rejecting idols and appetites, 
May you know and experience the peace and grace of God.  Amen   
 
 
 
 
Application Questions for Sermon on 25 January 2009 
Title: True Servants of God 
Text: Isaiah 56-57 
 
Is it possible for our obedience to be legalism?  Why or why not? 
When and why are you tempted to believe your labor for God is in vain? 
How do you minister to the Lord? 
Recount the benefits you have received over the years from leaders in your life. 
Where does idolatry tempt you most readily? 
 
 


