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 Standing on the Promises 
 Isaiah 54 
 
Introduction 
 

A. Isaiah 54 is often a forgotten and forsaken chapter.   
 

1. Isaiah 54 suffers the serious misfortune of being located between two massive peaks: Isaiah 53 
(suffering servant) & Isaiah 55 (gospel invitation).  

 
B. Many of you know the content of Isaiah 53.  And, many could tell me the content of Isaiah 55 (come, 

seek the Lord, my thoughts are not your thoughts, the Word is not void).   
 

1. But, can you tell me the content of Isaiah 54?  If you’re like me, Isaiah 54 is unfamiliar. 
    

C. I hope today to establish Isaiah 54 as a section of the Scriptures that we cherish (a familiar path).  Here 
is a call from God to be Standing on the Promises. 

 
1. Isaiah 54 reveals the results (fruit or outcome) of the work of the suffering servant: 

 
Isaiah 53:11-12 (ESV) Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge 
shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore 
the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.  

 
C. Isaiah 54 shows us three glorious pictures of God’s work of redemption: 

 
1. A barren woman rejoices over her children (verses 1-3) 
2. A deserted wife is comforted by her loving husband (verses 4-10) 
3. A poor city is bedecked with costly jewels and made secure (verses 11-17) 

 
I. Read Isaiah 54:1-3 (picture 1: a barren woman rejoices over her children). 
 

A. In the days of Isaiah infertility for a woman equaled shame (perhaps still does).  Whether it was Sarah, 
Rebekah, Rachel or Hannah infertility meant bitter disappointment. 

 
1. Response 101 is agony (bitter tears, questions and complaints).  The last thing a lady would be 

found doing was singing.  Yet, that is the prophetic command.  Why? 
 

2. Sing because God has accomplished salvation for His people (where Israel had failed).  God has 
done it for the sake of His name. 

 
B. Isaiah 54:1 is quoted by Paul in Galatians 4:27 (21-31).  Here is the idea: 

 
1. Abraham had two children which represent two covenants.  One is law and slavery (the present 

Jerusalem); the other is grace and freedom (the Jerusalem above). 
 
2. The New Testament orients us away from literal Jerusalem to the heavenly Jerusalem.  

 
C. Sing, and do not be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  Only two ways to serve God:   

 
1. Seek to gain His approval by good works (circumcision was slavery). 
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2. Trust Christ and His work (freedom). 
 

D. The Christian responds to this free gift of salvation in two ways (remember prophets often speak as if 
the future is now, time is not their concern, reality is their concern). 

 
1. Singing (it cannot be helped!) - Isaiah 54:1. 

   
The test of a church’s faith is not only the wording in its creed but also the gladness in its worship.  The 
gospel demands a carefree spirit.  If we aren’t going to hell anymore, if we stand to inherit every 
blessing Almighty God can think of, if nothing can stand in the way of our restored humanness because 
it’s all ours through the merit of Christ, the friend of sinners - if that can’t make us smile, what can?  Ray 
Ortlund, Jr. in Isaiah PTW Commentary, p 364 

 
2. Exploits (enlarge your tent, stretch out your habitations, lengthen cords, strengthen your stakes, 

you will spread abroad) - Isaiah 54:2-3. 
 

Ex: May 31, 1792, at 10:00 a.m., William Carey preached a sermon since named “the 
deathless sermon.”  Isaiah 54:2-3 led to “expect great things; attempt great things.”  

 
E. Isaiah 54:1-3 calls forth a response from the people of God.  Isaiah 54:1-3 insists and demands.  As we 

are standing on the promises of God we expect great things and attempt great things. 
 

1. Corporate: Our attempt to build a facility falls in this category.  We hope to have a ministry base 
that allows other churches to be planted. 

 
2. Individual: As we begin 2009 what is God saying to you?  How might you enlarge, stretch out, 

lengthen and your tent? 
 

Ex: My conviction years ago not to limit God in how he might use me.  We have our limitations 
but let’s not allow faith to be one of them. 

 
F. Isaiah 54 tells us the nations are going to get in on the good news regarding Jesus Christ.   

 
1. We absolutely want to be involved in sending leaders to aid in the spread of the gospel.  God is 

using Sovereign Grace to this end (after three large misses). 
 
II. Read Isaiah 54:4-10 (picture 2: a deserted wife is comforted by her loving husband). 
 

A. As if infertility is not bad enough now we have widowhood (this is bad to worse). 
 

1. The widow lived with reproach.  Even worse, you (Israel) are like a wife deserted in her youth 
(grieved) but get this: the Lord is your redeemer and your husband.    

 
2. The Lord will have compassion on you.  After wrath there will be a covenant of peace. 
 

B. In the days of Noah God became grieved at the wickedness of mankind.  God sent a flood (40 days and 
nights) and wiped out humanity. 

 
1. Except for Noah and his family in the ark.  God sent a rainbow to say never again.  

 
2. Now, because His wrath was poured out on the servant (Isaiah 53), there will never again be 

anger poured out on the people of God (after exile).  We have a covenant of peace. 
 

C. Standing on the promises of God means believing what God has said.  So: 
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1. Verse 4: Fear not (34 times in ESV, plus worry and anxious). 
2. Verse 4: You will not be disgraced. 
3. Verse 4: You will forget the shame of your youth (our youth isn’t always pretty). 
4. Verse 5: Your maker (Creator) is your husband and your redeemer. 
5. Verse 8: In God’s everlasting love he will have compassion of us.  
6. Verse 9: I will not be angry with you. 
7. Verse 10: My steadfast love and covenant of peace shall not depart. 

 
D. We didn’t cause truth and grace to appear in Jesus Christ and we cannot reverse truth and grace  now. 

 The good news here is that God won’t and God doesn’t quit on us. 
 

1. Therefore, as much as it depends on us, we don’t quit on folks either. 
 

Ex: Two ex-fosters kids contacting us recently (with apologies). 
 
III. Read Isaiah 54:11-17 (picture 3: a poor city is bedecked with costly jewels and made secure). 
 

A. Our future in God, by faith, is certain and secure (let me acknowledge some believe that Isaiah 54:10-
17 is about the millenium - it is therefore by definition not a word to us - not my view).   

 
1. In Isaiah 54:11-12 we are given hope by seeing the end of the story.  Jesus told His disciples He 

is going to prepare a place for them.  That place is described in Revelation: 
 

Revelation 21:1-4; 18-23 (ESV) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” ... 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city 
was pure gold, clear as glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of 
jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, 
the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates 
made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 22 And I saw no 
temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no 
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  

 
2. All things are summed up in Jesus Christ.  Jesus applies Isaiah 54:13 to himself: 
 

John 6:45 (ESV) It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has 
heard and learned from the Father comes to me.   

 
3. All who come to Christ have been adopted by God into His family.  Family runs deep. 

 
B. Isaiah 54 ends with robust statements that enable us to live fearlessly for the glory of God.  

 
1. You shall be established in righteousness.  Nothing matters more because our greatest problem 

is that we are not good, we lack righteousness, apart from Christ. 
 

Revelations 21:8 & 27 (ESV) But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire 
and sulfur, which is the second death.” ... 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who 
does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  
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2. You shall not fear, nor encounter oppression, nor terror, strife will not matter, because you are 
secure in Christ.  In this life we will have troubles.  One day they will cease. 

 
3. And, in Isaiah 54:16 we see one of the clearest and strongest statements about the sovereignty 

of God in all of the Scriptures.  Let’s read it again: 
 

Isaiah 54:16-17 (ESV) Behold, I have created the smith who blows the fire of coals and produces a 
weapon for its purpose. I have also created the ravager to destroy; 17 no weapon that is fashioned 
against you shall succeed, and you shall confute every tongue that rises against you in judgment. This 
is the heritage of the servants of the Lord and their vindication from me, declares the Lord.”  

 
C. God has created: 

 
1. Babylon to invade His people (and other nations and rulers who threaten God’s people). 
2. Satan - the ultimate ravager. 
3. Weapons - but none shall succeed. 

 
D. But no weapon formed against you will prosper.  Why?  Because you cannot be separated from the 

love of God .  Isaiah 54 is stated with forceful clarity in Romans 8.   
 

Romans 8:1 (ESV) There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
   

Romans 8:18 (ESV) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

 
Romans 8:31-39 (ESV) What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised— who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 
As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For 
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Close 
 

A. Isaiah 54 gives us three glorious pictures. 
 

1. A barren woman rejoices over her children (family) 
2. A youthful, rejected wife is comforted by her husband (marriage) 
3. A poor city is made rich and secure (heaven) 

 
B. Because God is faithful to His promises do not fear the future (especially for your children) 

because it is certain and secure.  God holds the future in His hands. 
 

1. As we begin 2009 by faith be Standing on the Promises of God. 
 

Standing on the promises I cannot fall 
Listening every moment to the Spirit's call 
Resting in my Savior as my all in all 
Standing on the promises of God (R. Kelso Carter) 
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2. Let’s see what God does with us as we by faith believe His Word as we expect great 
things and attempt great things for the glory of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Application Questions for Sermon on 4 January 2009 
 
Title: Standing on the promises 
Text: Isaiah 54 
 
1.  Describe the good news found in Isaiah 54. 
 
2.  What exploits would you love to accomplish for Christ? 
 
3.  Where and why are you prone to fear?   
 
4.  What do you anticipate about eternity? 
 
5.  What promises are you standing on right now in your walk with God? 
 
 


