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Seeing God Truly When the Floods and Fire Come 
Isaiah 43 

 
 

Introduction 
 
 Isaiah 43 continues God’s words of comfort to his people.  The Lord is giving this comfort in light 
of the exile to Babylon which is coming down the road.  Because of Israel’s persistent idolatry, God is 
going to discipline his people.  It will be a time when the people will suffer, it will be as though they are 
walking through flood waters or to give another picture, like walking through fire.   
 

Ed Welch makes a statement in his book that is insightful.  Depression-A Stubborn Darkness, 
“Isn’t true that suffering reveals us?  While prosperity allows us to hide, hardships peel off masks we 
didn’t even know we are wearing.  During the better times, we can be happy, unafraid, confident, and 
optimistic, but the lean years reveal the best and worst in us….You don’t even know who you are until 
you have gone through suffering.”  p. 134 

 
This is true, isn’t it?  Trials do tend to reveal us.   
 
But as Ed Welch and Paul Tripp and others have pointed out, the real problem is not our 

circumstances but how we are interpreting our circumstances, and in particular, how we are letting our 
circumstances interpret, at least for the moment, what we believe about God, others, and ourselves. 

   
It’s in these moments we realize that the only way we can see things as we should is to find 

perspective outside of ourselves, the perspective that God gives us in his Word. 
 
Last Sunday in Isaiah 42, we looked at the first part of this perspective that God seeks to give to 

us, especially when we may be going through a time when God seems to be silent.  God reminds his 
people who he is, and how he sees us, and what he has purposed to do.   

  
He reminds us that a day is coming when all things will be made right.  Yes, he has given us 

eternal life now, but we still wait for the fulfillment of all that is promised in our salvation.  This fulfillment 
will come when Jesus Christ our Lord returns, but until that time our life will have suffering in it. 

   
He also reminds us that while we wait we can trust in his tender care for us and his absolute 

authority to bring about justice in the end.  God is directing all things to the praise of his name, therefore, 
his purpose for our lives is not primarily for our happiness but for our holiness which ultimately will lead to 
our happiness.  

  
Now God continues to lay out in chapter 43 what he wants his people to see so that they are 

comforted and have a right perspective for the suffering to come.  And again, his focus is upon two things 
that really matter: First, he wants them to understand who he truly is.  This is something that Ken and I 
have stressed in our teaching, because God stresses it in His Word.  At any given moment the most 
important question we must ask ourselves is, “What am I believing about God right now?  In other words, 
“Am I believing what is true about him?”   

 
And the second issue that Isaiah 43 addresses which matters a great deal is God’s relationship 

with his people.  Put in a question: “Do I believe that what is happening right now is under God’s 
sovereign care and that he is lovingly directing my circumstance for my good and his glory?  

  
Like chapter 41 God encourages his people, “Do not be afraid…. Do not be afraid.”  And he gives 

them three reasons why they should not live in fear.  First, they are not to fear because Israel belongs to 
the Lord.  Second, they are not to fear because no one is like the Lord, and he is their God.  And third, 
they are not to fear because God is a great Redeemer.  Even though they will be sent to Babylon 
because of their sin, God will not leave his people there, because he is their Redeemer.   
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As God’s people, today, this speaks to us as well.  First, we belong to the Lord.  Second, no one 
is like the Lord, and the wonderful thing is, he is our God.  And third, God is a great redeemer of our lives, 
and therefore, the great restorer of our hope.  

    
I trust that through our study from last week and this week we will see God as he truly is through 

the floods and the fire, and our special relationship with him, so that we might have the perspective we 
need to find faith and hope and strength in the midst of these things.  Let’s begin by reading verses 1-7 
where God encourages his people, “Do not fear, because you belong to me.”   

 
  

1.  Fear Not, You Belong To the LORD  vv 1-7 
 

A.  What the LORD has done to establish a special relation with his people 
 
Chapter 43 begins by describing what the Lord has done that makes his relationship with Israel so 

unique.   
 
First of all, he is the one who created and formed them.  God was the one who came to Abraham, 

and he called him to leave Ur and follow him, and promised that he would make Abraham and his 
descendants his people.  Verse 7 actually uses all three Hebrew words used in Genesis 1 for the creation 
account, emphasizing that God essentially created Israel out of nothing just as he created the world, ex-
nihilo, out of nothing.  Israel would not even exist apart from God’s own purpose and power. 

 
Second, God reminds Israel here that he redeemed them.  Israel was in a bad way.  They had 

become slaves in Egypt and they were doomed to suffer endlessly apart from the Lord’s supernatural 
rescue.  And indeed, God redeemed them. 

 
Isaiah puts a unique angle on this Exodus event, saying that God gave the Egyptians and Cush and 

Seba as a ransom in Israel’s place.  All three people groups though distinct had formed an alliance at that 
time, but what about this idea of these people being a ransom for Israel?  Certainly, God is not saying that 
their death somehow atoned for Israel, but rather is saying that instead of pouring out his justice upon 
Israel, which is what they deserved, the Lord poured it out upon these people.  The angel of death struck 
their firstborn and not Israel’s.  And we recall that the reason the angel did this is that Israel put the blood 
of a spotless lamb on the doorpost which was the real reason Israel’s sin was atoned for and why they 
escaped God’s curse.   

   
So God created Israel and brought them into existence, and he redeemed them, and these works of 

God formed a special covenant relationship with Israel, unlike any relationship which God had formed 
with any people.  As a result, God describes his people in verse 4 as precious in his eyes, and honored, 
and ones whom he loves. 

 
It is this kind of relationship which we as born-again Christians share with God.  We have this 

covenant relationship, this special relationship in which God calls us “his own” (verse 1).  But what we are 
taught in the Scriptures is that our relationship with God is based upon an even greater work than Israel’s 
was, because it is based upon Christ’s life and sacrifice.  We are told in Hebrews 8:6-“But now he (Christ) 
has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as he is also the mediator of a better covenant, which 
has been enacted on better promises.” (NASB)  What this is saying is that now we have a better covenant 
relationship with God because this relationship is based upon Christ’s perfect righteousness and sacrifice 
on our behalf.  And so we live with God with even better promises because they are based upon Christ’s 
obedience and perfect sacrifice. 

 
An example of this is the fact that we have such an open access to come to God, today, to deal with 

our sin.  We don’t have to go out and slaughter a lamb to have our sins atoned for, but Christ’s shed 
blood gives us open access to come to God and freely confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness for 
them.   
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So we have a special relationship with God in which we are able to say along with Isaiah 43:1, “God 
calls me by name” and “I belong to him.”   

 
We were just told in chapter 40:26 that God calls every star in heaven by name illustrating his 

amazing power to be able to save his people.  Here he tells us that he calls us by name to illustrate the 
special relationship he has established with us, a calling which has resulted in God saying, “You are 
mine.”  “You belong to me.”  The emphasis here is not on God’s ownership over our lives (we see this in 
other places of Scripture), but the unique relationship he has with us, and therefore, he gives us the 
reason he cares for us in a special way. 

 
 

 B.  One of the great blessings of belonging to the LORD-His presence 
 
 And how does God uniquely care for us.  Look again at verses 2 and 5.  Here he says, “Fear not, 
for I am with you.”  We are no longer alone in this life.  We have been reconciled and have entered back 
into the one relationship for which our soul longs, and for the rest of our days, God is with us. 
 

Now let’s stop and think about this.  Verse 2 assumes that even though we belong to God we 
 will still face afflictions.  Verse 2 says, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through the fire you shall not be burned.”  Just 
because we belong to God and have a very special relationship with him, this does not translate into life 
with no problems.  Rather, Psalm 34:19 says-“Many are the afflictions of the righteous.” 
 
 But here is the wonderful promise and how the verse finishes:  “but the Lord delivers him out of 
them all.” And why does the Lord deliver him?  Because in every affliction we go through, the Lord is right 
there with us.  God’s presence with us means that he is surrounding us and protecting us so that we shall 
not be overwhelmed when we go through the waters nor burned when we walk through the fire. 
 
 This promise of God’s presence is a very tangible and significant promise.  
  

In his presence there is great security, because his sovereign hand protects us and rules over 
every situation so that he accomplishes exactly what he desires even when evil may be intended by our 
adversaries.  Joseph certainly experienced this throughout his life.  No matter what evil his brothers 
intended Joseph knew the security of God’s presence. 

 
In God’s presence we find great strength because we live in partnership with God to accomplish 

his purposes and salvation, and God empowers us in our activity when he is present with us.   
 
In God’s presence the cause of the afflicted is maintained and justice is executed toward the 

poor-Psalm 140:12-13. 
 
In his presence is the fullness of joy as Psalm 16:11 states, because God is working all things out 

for our good. 
 

 In his presence is peace of mind, because we can rest in God’s control over our lives and know 
that every situation is being managed by his personal care. 
 

In his presence we come to know God personally as he reveals himself to us.  What we are told 
about God in the Scriptures becomes our personal knowledge of God in our daily lives. 

 
 Finally, in God’s presence we find sweet communion because we do not go through this life alone 
but the living God is walking each step with us, and we see the hand of God throughout our life 
experience.   
 
 Are you seeking to live in the presence of God each day?  If we appreciate what it truly means to 
walk with God, more than anything, we will seek the presence of God in our daily life.  More than the 
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sleep we need or the long hours we work or the things we concern ourselves with, we will seek the 
presence of God because through it we receive help from God-Psalm 42:5 and in it the Lord supplies all 
we need-Isaiah 23:18 and by God’s presence the Lord delivers us-Isa.63:9. 
 
 If you would like to grow in understanding this subject and practicing God’s presence in your life I 
would suggest two books.  One is Practicing the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence and the other is 
Experiencing God’s Presence by Mathew Henry.  The first will help you understand what walking in God’s 
presence means, the second is a practical guide to bring the presence of God more into our life.   
 
 So the Lord is the one who has created us and redeemed us.  We are his and there is no greater 
reality than the fact that we belong to him and now can experience the blessing of his presence.  This is 
the first reason we should not walk in fear. 
 
 Second, Isaiah exhorts us, “Fear not, because there is no one like the LORD.  What is the Lord 
like?  Read vv 8-13. 
 
 
2.  Fear Not, There Is No One Like the LORD  vv 8-13 
 

A.  He alone tells us the future and fulfills it.  vv 8-10 
 

Quite often we are brought back to a court scene in Isaiah.  In this scene, God first calls 
his own people, Israel, to come into the court.  Then he invites all the nations to come and present their 
case for why they have turned away from the living God in order to worship false gods. 
 
 The first argument that God presents to the nations is this: Have any of your so-called gods 
declared what was going to happen and then done it?  Go ahead, give me an example. 
 
 Then he turns to Israel to be his witness, and while God invites them to testify to the fact that God 
has declared many things that were going to happen and then done them, he seeks to persuade Israel 
out of their own ridiculous idolatry.  It is ridiculous because neither have they heard any of their idols 
declare what was going to happen and then do it. 
 
 The point is, because no one is like the Lord, he alone is able to declare the future, fulfill it, and 
then proclaim what he has just done (v 12). 
 
 

B.  The uniqueness of predictive material in the Scripture 
 

 One of many unique characteristics about this book we call the Bible or the Holy Scriptures is the 
predictive material that is contained in it.  No other book in all the world has this feature, not the Koran, 
not the Buddhist writings, not any Hindu writings, nowhere will you find prophetic words that predict the 
future like you find in this book.  
  

This prophetic material is God eternal witness to his absolute uniqueness.  No one knows the 
future but God.  No one knows what he is sovereignly working to do but God alone.  And God has 
recorded what was to happen and the fulfillment of these things, so that his people and all of mankind 
may see that he alone is God, the eternal, self-existent One. 

 
 1) Now as we think about this, it is also important for us to understand that prediction was actually 
one of the foundation stones in the formation of God’s Word.  God tells Israel in Deut. 18 that he will 
continue to raise up prophets to speak to his people like he did, Moses.  But this raises the question, how 
will they know who God sends to them and who is simply speaking for himself?  God tells them, “I will 
empower my prophets to predict and declare what is to happen.”  And when the event happened as the 
prophet said it would be, then he is obviously speaking for God.  If not, then the people didn’t need to 
listen to him. 
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 Then in Deut. 18 God leaves no room for doubt and essentially says, “The prophet who speaks 
for me and speaks of what will happen to prove he speaks for me.  What he predicts will happen 100 
percent of the time!  If it doesn’t, he is not speaking for me.”   
 
 2) Now as we continue to think about this, God not only used prediction but he also used 
miraculous signs as a way of confirming that someone was speaking for him.  We see this with the OT 
prophets but even more so with Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ public ministry here on earth only lasted about 31/2 
years, so God cuts to the chase and proves what he is saying is true by empowering Christ to do 
miraculous signs.  This is one of the reasons Christ performed miracles.  Through them he gave evidence 
that what he said was truly from God. 
 
 So coming full circle, what God is essential saying in Isaiah 43 is: If the god you believe in cannot 
predict the future and then do it, then he is no god at all.  But because I have done this and you are my 
witnesses to this, turn back to me, my people.  Put away your fear because I will fulfill my word in the 
future just as I have fulfilled my word in the past.   
 

Folks, this ought to build our own faith in God as well.  Look at the predictive material in the 
Scriptures and how God has fulfilled it.  There are many hundreds of predictions made by God and he 
has fulfilled them.   

 
Just consider the predictions about Jesus Christ.  Over 300 specific prophecies had been made 

about Jesus Christ, things like where he would be born, the exact time when he would come and give his 
life as a ransom for his people, what he would be like, what he would do, why he would come and die, 
how he would die and be buried, and how he would be raised again after his death.  These predictions 
are unique and specific and as Jesus Christ fulfilled each one of them, they now testify both to his 
uniqueness but also the uniqueness of God being able to tells us what is going to happen and then his 
ability to fulfill just what he said.   

 
One reason that God gives us these prophetic predictions and fulfills them is that we may trust his 

word when we do not know how things are gong to turn out in the future.  As we walk through this life 
there will be things that happen which we cannot make sense of.  These are the floods and fire Isaiah 
speaks of.  But in the midst of this mystery, one thing is certain.  God will fulfill his word in the future just 
as he has fulfilled his word in the past, so do not fear but trust in him. 

   
This is the confidence God wants to give you even if you may be walking through the fire. 
 
C.  If God purposes to do something no one can stop him 
 

 Now God concludes his argument by assuring Israel that if he says he is going to do something 
no one will be able to keep him from doing it.  Verse 13 states, “Even from eternity I am he; and there is 
none who can deliver out of my hand; I act and who can reverse it?”  With this, God concludes his 
argument. 
 
 Now he turns to Israel, and in the next unit he gives them a third reason why they do not need to 
live in fear.  The Lord is the great Redeemer of Israel.  Read vv 14-21.   
 
 
3.  Fear Not, the LORD Is the Great Redeemer of Our Lives vv 14-21 ` 
 

A.  The LORD is both the Holy One and the Redeemer.  Vv 16-19  
 
Because of Israel’s persistent idolatry, God will discipline them by sending them off in exile to Babylon 

to break their disobedience.  And without question, this will be a very painful experience.  God will do this 
because he is the “Holy One of Israel.”   
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This reminds us of the strong words of the Apostle Paul in Galatians 6:7-“Do not be deceived.  God is 
not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.”  We cannot take lightly the holiness of God.  If 
you and I think that somehow our sin does not matter to God, he will discipline us until we come to 
understand, he is holy and he calls us to be holy.   

 
But there is another side to this issue.  When we see our great failure and we realize how much we 

have fallen short, we can lose heart and lose hope.  This word is for the one who sees his sin in a fresh 
way who has repented of it, but wonders if God can restore what sin has destroyed.   

 
Do not fear, God is not only the Holy One but he is also the great Redeemer.  In his great mercy, he 

truly forgives us of our sin and he withholds what we really deserve.  And in his grace, he restores our life 
so that we see good rather than the evil we deserve.   

 
Here God promises to restore Israel after the captivity and he tells them of a better day, a day in 

which he will use the very ships of Babylon to transport his people back to their land.  And as he made a 
way in the desert when he delivered Israel from Egypt, he will make a way by the sea to deliver them from 
Babylon.   

 
B..  Don’t look back look forward 
 

And so he encourages his people in verse 18, “Don’t recall the things I have done for 
you in the past, like the time I delivered you from Egypt.  You don’t have to look back to see the goodness 
of my mercy.  You can look forward. 
 

Folks, if God is our redeemer who is full of mercy we don’t have to keep going back to the 
kindness he has shown us in the past.  No, he will continue to show us new things that will demonstrate 
his great grace toward us.  We can be confident of this, for one reason.  God in his mercy is committed to 
be our Redeemer. 
  
Conclusion  vv 22-28 
 Now having encouraged his people with all of this, God closes this chapter with a very sad note.  
Even though God had proven to Israel that they belonged to him and were precious in his eyes, and that 
no god is like the LORD, and that he is a great redeemer, Israel failed to see who he truly is and what 
blessings could have come out of the special relationship he had with them.  Here we see the sober 
refrain of Isaiah, the persistent unbelief of Israel. 
 
 But from this sober refrain, we can learn something very important.  We learn how a wonderful, 
dynamic relationship with the living God is reduced to nothing more than an empty religion. 
 
 First of all, this happened to Israel because they did not trust in him alone.  In verse 22 God 
rebukes Israel, “Yet, you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have been weary of me, O Israel.”  
Instead of God becoming their refuge and strength, he became like a weight around their neck.  Instead 
of His Word becoming a source of life and wisdom it became a regulation too heavy to bear.  Why?  
Because they did not turn to him and make God their trust. 
 
 I made a point several weeks ago (in Isaiah 37-38) that God expects us to trust in him above 
everything else, because our trust in him expresses not only our total dependence upon him but also our 
faith that God alone is the sole sufficiency of man.  Here we are reminded again if how significant this 
issue is before God.  We will either make him our trust or the only other option is, we will make ourselves 
or something in creation our trust.  There is no other option.   
 
 Second, Israel got to a place (and they perhaps never really left this place) that they did not care 
about their sin, therefore, they did not continue to grow in God’s grace.  Verse 23-“You have not brought 
me your sheep for burnt offerings or honored me with your sacrifices.”  The burnt offerings were the 
animal sacrifices Israel made to atone for their sin, and they didn’t bring them because they simply did not 
take to heart how their sin truly offended God.   
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 The only way that we can remain fresh in our life with God is for God to continue to show us our 
sin and its offense in his holy eyes.  This is why we believe God teaches us a strong view of sin even for 
the believer and how great it is, and that we will never get to a place of having arrived.  Some would 
accuse us of denying the realities of our salvation, and certainly we may go too far in our emphasis of the 
Christians battle with sin. 
 

But God seems to emphasize a greater concern that we think to little of our sin and our true battle 
with sin.  So we will continue to teach that we will always have much change that still needs to take place.  
May God continue to give you and me eyes to see our sin and a heart that care deeply that it offends 
God, that we may seek him for power to kill it and overcome it, and come to appreciate more the true 
measure of his grace and glory of our Savior who has won God’s grace for us.   

 
 Third, Israel’s living relationship with God was reduced to nothing more than an empty religion 

because they lost their appreciation for God and what he had truly done for them.  Verse 23 says, “You 
have not brought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices.”  Sweet cane 
was used to make the incense which continually burned before the Lord, and the fat refers to the peace 
offerings which were brought to thank the Lord for an unexpected blessing or to fulfill a vow or to give an 
offering simply to express one’s uncontainable love for God.  This offering was completely voluntary and it 
included sharing a meal together with family and friends which came from a portion of the meat sacrificed 
before the Lord. 

 
 These offerings weren’t being given because Israel failed to see the amazing things God had 

done for them, especially the one thing that he reminds them of in verse 25, “I am he who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”  Can you imagine what life would be 
like without this one gift from God, the greatest of all his gifts? 

 
We would not have peace with God.  We would not have a clear conscience.  We would have the 

hope of eternal life.  We would not have confidence that God is for us.  We would not have freedom to 
own up to our sin and then disown it.  We would not know the greatest of all loves. 

 
What an incredible gift it is to be able to say, “God has forgiven me of my sin.” 

 


