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God Is Supreme Above All 
Isaiah 27-28 

 
 

Introduction 
 
 Originally I planned to preach on Isaiah 27-28 as a unit.  But after further study it is clear that 
chapter 27 completes a unit which started in chapter 24 and this unit speaks of God’s gracious salvation 
toward Israel after they go through a time of judgment.  To fill out the picture of God and his purposes 
chapter 27 describes God as the mighty warrior who is able to slay the great dragon and he is also the 
faithful vineyard keeper who carefully and tirelessly keeps watch over his vineyard.  God wants to assure 
Israel that he has both the power and the love to restore his people.  Even if they are scattered all the 
way from Babylon in the northeast to Egypt in the southwest he will bring them to Jerusalem where they 
will worship him.  For the sake of time, I am going to leave chapter 27 with that short summary. 
   

Now as we leave this unit on salvation, God once again sends his prophet to warn his people 
both in the northern and southern kingdom of Israel of judgment to come if they refuse to turn from their 
unbelief and idolatry.  And what we find in chapters 28-32 are six pronouncements of “woe” upon God’s 
people.  Some translations don’t translate the word “woe.”  The ESV translates it “Ah” but it isn’t “Ah” like 
God is discovering something, but “Ah” like he is lamenting something.  These chapters continue what we 
have primarily seen in the first 39 chapters of Isaiah, warnings of God’s judgment upon his people in the 
southern kingdom of Judah if they do not repent.     

 
Now as we have walked through these prophecies which focus primarily on judgment but 

continue to have the theme of redemption and salvation sprinkled in them we are reminded of one very 
important characteristic of God.  Do you know what that characteristic is?  His unity.  God’s unity is 
described by Wayne Grudem in his Systematic Theology in this way: “God is not divided into parts, yet we 
see different attributes of God emphasized at different times.”  God’s unity means that God is not 
susceptible to division in any way, and therefore, he operates perfectly in his nature and character, as his 
sovereignty and truthfulness and wisdom and love and holiness all work in perfect harmony.  God never 
operates out of balance. 

 
 God is not like us.  We often operate with a spiritual schizophrenia so that our love might lead us 
to hate sin in our children but fail to show compassion to them or where our wisdom helps us to fear God 
in one thing but totally fail to honor him in another.   
 

We don’t typically sit around and think about the unity of God, nevertheless, the perfect operation 
of God’s nature and character causes him to hate sin and bring judgment upon it, while he also reaches 
out in mercy and redeems those who humble themselves before him, and he does all of these things with 
perfect measure, with perfect time, and with perfect ability and wisdom.  This is a reality about God that is 
very important for us to apply to our own lives whatever the circumstance.  Let me say it again, and I 
would encourage you to write it down so that you may call it to mind and believe it: God always operates 
in perfect harmony in his nature and all his characteristics with perfect measure, with perfect time, and 
with perfect ability and wisdom.   

 
This obviously, should create a great deal of trust in our hearts toward God.  We don’t have to 

worry that God will get up on the wrong side of the bed one day and let us have it because he felt a little 
more grumpy that day.  This idea also reflects on God’s immutability as well, which speaks to his 
unchangeableness.  So let’s bring both of these characteristics of God into view.  When we think of both 
God’s unchangeableness and his unity the reality is we don’t have to worry that God would love to help 
us but can’t because he just doesn’t have the power to pull it off.  No, God is loving and all powerful and 
sovereign, all at the same time.   

 
Another example: We should not think that God was preoccupied with the war in Iraq so that he 

somehow missed preventing the earthquake in China.  Nor was he overwhelmed with the earthquake in 
China so that he did not hear and respond to our prayers for help this week.  Granted, our problems are 
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much smaller than the one’s which the people in southwest China face.  But the reality is, God is not 
overwhelmed with anything that is going on in this world.  God is all knowing and all powerful.  He is wise 
and sovereign.  He is loving and just.  And all these things operate in perfect harmony, never changing.  
This is the importance of understanding and believing God’s unity and immutability. 

 
Now since this is who God is we must conclude one more important reality:  As God’s nature and 

character work in perfect harmony this will always lead him to perfectly fulfill his purposes and promises 
toward his people and the people of the earth.  Folks, this is our God, and if we believe who he truly is, it 
will transform the way we walk through our day and by faith in this God are able to respond to each 
situation. 

 
Now we come to Isaiah 28.  As I said, this introduces another unit of God warning his people of 

coming judgment.  But as the theme of judgment is repeated once again, we are given a fresh 
perspective about God and what he wants to be to his people.  God continues to communicate one 
overarching idea in Isaiah, and the idea is this: God alone is supreme above all his creation.  And 
because he is supreme, he alone has unfading glory, he alone is a sure foundation, and he alone is a 
wise sovereign.  Now what God wanted to convince his people of is that as our hearts are captured with 
these realities of God we will share in his unfading glory, and have a sure foundation for our lives, and live 
in the security of his wise rule.   

 
So let’s consider each of these realities about God.  First of all, God alone has an unfading glory. 
 

1.  God Alone Has the Unfading Glory  vv 1-13 
 
 A.  The Fading Glory of the World vs the Unfading Glory of God 
 
 Let’s read verses 1-13 in chapter 28.  Let me simply say that Ephraim refers to the northern 
kingdom of Israel.  Samaria was its capital which was a walled city that sat in its glory on top of a hill 
overlooking a lush valley.  It no longer exists but has been completely destroyed.   Verses 1-4-The Lord 
predicts how he will use mighty Assyria to humble his people.  Verses 5-6-Then we are told how God will 
raise up a remnant who make the Lord their glory.  Verses 7-8 explain what has happened to Israel.  
Even Israel’s prophets and priests are like drunkards who ought to be spiritual leaders but have become 
worthless men.  Verses 9-10 next give us a taste of how the people viewed the prophets God had sent to 
them and their words.  And finally, in verses 11-13 God tells them what he is about to do because of their 
refusal to repent.  As they mock at the words of his prophets saying that their words are like baby babble, 
therefore, he will bring foreigners to speak babble to them, so that they will be broken and taken away.   
 
 What a colorful description of Israel and why God was about to judge his people.  God speaks to 
the northern tribes of his people, and even though they are richly blessed because of his mercy they fail 
to see the goodness of God and they have become like a bunch of worthless drunkards.  I suppose that 
this references the drinking parties they had, but it pictures more importantly, the way Israel had 
responded to God.  Instead of being grateful and becoming worshipers of God, their prosperity led them 
to arrogantly think that their crown of glory would never fade.  But the reality was, their crown was made 
of flowers that were fading in its beauty.  And like a lone ripe fig before the normal season, God’s mighty 
instrument, Assyria, was going to pluck Israel from the tree, and their fading crown of glory would become 
a trampled wreath. 
 
 B.  Where did Israel go wrong? 
 
 As we think of this picture, the important question to ask is, “Where did Israel go wrong?”  What 
led them from such glory to a place of complete shame in which they would fall back and be broken and 
even be taken away?  The repeated statement in verses 1-3 gives us the hint we need to answer this.  
God describes Israel as “the proud crown.”   
 

Israel had simply become proud and their pride led to two unimaginable consequences: first, their 
spiritual leaders, their prophets and their priests, joined the drunken stupor.  Instead of being spiritual 
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leaders, they became as worthless as the people.  Instead of speaking for God they spoke what the 
people wanted to hear.  Instead of pastoring people toward greater faith they pacified people in their 
unbelief.  And the second unimaginable consequence is that the people went so far as to mock the 
message of the true prophets God was sending their way.  Instead of seeing God’s word to his people as 
profoundly wise, they thought that God’s simple, straight-forward word was only fit for infants who were 
just learning the elementary principles of life.  And because they no longer believed God’s Word to them 
they chased worthless things that were nothing but a fading glory. 

 
 C.  The fading glory of pride  
 
 Back in February I preached on Isaiah 2 and there we saw that God was directing all of history to 
one purpose-that all the people of the earth would see His glory and would worship him.  This is the 
ultimate end for each of us.  We are made for glory, but not for the glories of this world which will fade to 
nothing, but for a greater glory that is unfading, for God’s glory.  And our satisfaction is tied directly to this 
purpose.  It is only as we live for the glory of God that we also experience satisfaction in this life.  God 
wants us to see that you and I are hard-wired to find our satisfaction in living for His glory.  We can 
continue to deny this in our thinking, but we cannot deny this in the core of our being.  
  

I appreciate the way Paul Tripp reflects upon this in his book, A Quest For More.  He says, “We 
are connected more to what is above us than what is below us….Our lives were designed to be shaped 
more by our attachment to the Creator than by the creation.  We were made to experience, to be part of, 
to be consumed by, and to live in pursuit of the one glory that is truly glorious-the glory of God.”   

 
 Because of unbelief and pride Israel refused to live for this greater glory of God and instead they 
lived for the fading glories of this earth, and it left them empty.   
 
 I distinctly remember how I felt when I finished the football season my senior year in high school.  
When we had played our very last game against our arch-rival, the Sandusky Blue Streaks, and man-
handled them, and finished our season undefeated and were crowned Buckeye Conference Champs, I 
remember as the shouts of victory were reverberating in our locker room the sense that I had-“This is 
good, but I thought that it would be far more satisfying.”  That experience sealed my new Christian faith in 
understanding: Nothing that I pursue in this world will satisfy me except God alone.  Oh, I did not 
understand all that was behind this sense I had.  I didn’t know that God was directing all of history for his 
glory and that anything that does not bring him glory will fade.  But I felt the sense of this. 
 
 Folks, our souls are hard-wired for God’s glory and if we live for any other reason we will always 
be left with the sense that we are pursuing a fading glory.  And because it is a fading glory it is also an 
unfulfilling glory.  Examples: Entertainment, pleasure, accomplishment, advancement, even relationships. 
   
 Now moving onto the next section of our text, God wants to convince his people that he also is 
the only sure foundation.  Here, Isaiah begins to turn to God’s people in the southern kingdom of Judah.  
And he confronts the rulers.   
 
2.  God Alone Is a Sure Foundation  vv 14-22 
 
 A.  The reign of Ahaz the wicked king 
 
 Referring to the rulers in Jerusalem as scoffers is a very strong rebuke but it is given for good 
reason.  Ahaz was the king during this time.  His reign began when he was twenty and his entire sixteen 
year rule was one of the worst in Judah.  His life is a great lesson on what unbelief will do to you and 
those around you.   
 

Earlier in his reign he was being threatened by Israel and Syria to the north, but he refused to 
listen to the call of God’s prophets to turn to the Lord.  Instead, he turned to the Assyrians.  He took all the 
treasuries from the Temple of the Lord and added his own family’s riches to it and persuaded the king of 
Assyria to take care of the threat to the north.  This was not the worst thing that happened though.   
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When Assyria defeated Syria and Israel and Ahaz gained victory over his enemies his unbelief 
turned into gross deception, and instead of understanding that the Lord God was using Assyria to judge 
the hardened rebellion of God’s people in the northern kingdom of Israel Ahaz believed that the gods of 
Assyria had given him the victory.  So he took all the instruments from the Temple and made altars to 
these false gods throughout Jerusalem and closed the Temple doors so that the corporate worship of the 
Lord God in Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, was completely stopped.  

 
 This was surely the lowest time in Judah’s history.  Rampant idolatry and the God who had 

brought Israel into existence and had a special covenant relationship with them for hundreds of years was 
put to shame.  

  
The final irony of Ahaz’s reign comes later on when Sennacarib becomes king of Assyria and 

breaks his alliance with Judah and decides to march against them.  The protector of Judah  all of a 
sudden becomes the threat.  But because Ahaz continues in his unbelief he turns once again to surviving 
by his own schemes and forms an alliance with the Egyptians to take care of this threat.  

  
It is at this point in history that Isaiah is sent with this prophecy in chapter 28.  God says, Your 

covenant with Egypt is nothing but a covenant with death.  You think that the Egyptians are going to come 
through for you and the scourge of the Assyrians won’t touch you?  Think again, you have believed a LIE!  
A LIE has become your security and you have surrounded yourself in a blanket of deception.   

 
B.  The stone which is tested, a costly cornerstone 
 
But here we see the amazing mercy of God.  As God challenges the unbelief of the rulers of 

Jerusalem, he holds out this promise.  I have laid in Zion a stone.  It is both a tested stone and a costly 
cornerstone which forms the foundation.  The stone which God is referring to is himself.  As a tested 
stone God had proven again and again his trustworthiness.  And he was ready to prove it once again.  He 
was also the only cornerstone that Israel could build their lives upon.  The cornerstone refers to the 
ancient practice of finding a large, solid rock on which to build the walls of a building.  God wanted to be 
that foundation stone to his people. 

 
But you know, this prophecy has special significance to us as Christians because Christ is 

described as this precious cornerstone.  1 Peter 2:4-6 says, “As you come to him (to Christ), a living stone 
rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being 
build up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in Scripture: ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 
Jesus Christ has become our tested stone, our cornerstone who alone has fulfilled all 

righteousness before God.  There is no other stone that we can build our lives upon.  He alone provides 
the forgiveness and righteousness we need to stand right with God.  If we come to God and try to build 
our relationship with him on any other basis we do not have a sure foundation. 

 
Now fundamentally, most of us understand this here at Living Hope Church, but in reality, this is 

being tested everyday.  In some way, our faith in Christ as the cornerstone of our lives is being tested.  As 
God exposes the sin in our heart our faith in being forgiven and declared righteous by grace alone in 
Christ alone will be tested.  As we go through trials in life, our faith in God’s everlasting love offered 
through Christ will be tested.  As we face challenges that we cannot solve, our faith in God’s promises 
which are “Yes to us in Christ” will be tested.  As we have to make life-changing decisions, our faith in 
God’s priorities and purposes will be tested.  As we have to wait upon the Lord for answers to prayer, our 
faith in God’s faithfulness will be tested. 

 
But here is the key: Will we put our trust in the Lord or will we turn to our own devices?  God 

always wants to be our trust, because when we trust in him he is able to prove his greatness.  As the 
promise in Isaiah says, “He who believes (in this stone) will not be in haste.”  There is nothing that we will 
have to fear when we put our trust in the Lord. 
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 How is your soul being tempted to not trust in God?  Remember, God’s nature and character 
work in perfect harmony with perfect measure and with perfect time and with perfect ability and wisdom 
so that he will always perfectly fulfill his purposes and promises toward us.  But do we see him as our only 
sure foundation and are we trusting him? 
 
 Now last of all, God seeks to convince Israel that he alone is the wise sovereign.  Isaiah 
addresses the wisdom of God’s rule in the last section, verses 23-29.   
 
3.  God Alone Is a Wise Sovereign  vv 23-29 
 
 A.  Trials test our faith in the true character of God 
 
 Before we read these verses I want to raise a question.  When we go through life it tests our faith 
in God, right?  But have you ever stopped and asked yourself as you are battling unbelief, what is it about 
God that I am really calling into question?  Life challenges what we believe about God, but to address 
where our faith is being challenged we have to ask ourselves, “What is it that I am having a hard time 
believing about God right now?  Is it his true power and ability?  Is it his absolute rule over his creation 
and our lives?  Is it his enduring love for you and me?  The question that God raises in this last 
section is about his wisdom.  When we simply cannot see how we are going to get through a trial or 
when a trial seems to last much longer than we can endure, it is easy to call into question God’s wisdom.  
Lord, do you really know what you are doing? 
 
 Apparently, this is what the people of God were struggling with as they saw their country decline 
and as Assyria continued to threaten Judah.  “God, why are we continually threatened by this people?”  
God’s answer is quite interesting.  He draws on the simple peasant farmer to answer this question.  Now 
let’s read these verses-23-29. 
 
 B.  Learning from the farmer 
 
 For those of you who are going through a trial, pay special attention to what we are taught here.  
This gives us wonderful perspective about God for our trials. 
 

Isaiah uses three stages in farming to illustrate the wisdom of God in dealing with us.   
He starts out with plowing.  A wise farmer doesn’t plow the whole season.  No, once he breaks up the soil 
then he plants.  In the same way, God knows that the upheaval of plowing in our lives can only last so 
long.  This is why God assures us in 1 Cor.10:13 that he “is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond your ability.”  
  

Does God know how to break up the rocky soil in our heart?  Yes.  Does it seem hard at times?  
Yes.  But is he wise in knowing how much to plow?  Yes, he is “excellent in wisdom,” Isaiah says. 

 
 Second, the farmer also knows how to plant.  You don’t plant wheat and corn in the same way 
because they grow differently.  God also knows what to plant in our lives and how to grow a Christ-
likeness in us.  He is wise in knowing exactly what we need. 
 
 Third, the farmer knows how to harvest.  Some harvesting requires certain instruments and a 
certain process, and if the wrong instrument or process is used you will not reap what you sow but you 
will ruin the crop. 
 
 God is the one who taught the farmer these things, and so, is he not also wise in the way he 
deals with us?  The obvious answer is, “Yes, he is.”  But the real question is this, “Will we trust his wise 
rule over our lives?” 
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Conclusion   
 
 There are many things in this life that are a mystery.  One that I think of is the death of Neil 
Ressler.  Neil was a young man that I met and became friends with some years ago.  His parents were 
long-time missionaries in the Philippines and Neil was following their footsteps by training to become a 
missionary helicopter pilot.  After eight years of pilot and mechanical training he and his young family 
moved to Indonesia, went through a year of language training, and for six months he began to transport 
missionaries to remote tribes in the mountains of central Indonesia.  Then on a return from dropping 
some missionaries off Neil’s copter went down and he was killed.  
 

When his wife emailed me to tell me of his death, there were so many things that made no sense 
to me.  Almost a decade of training for six months of service.  His ability to fly into these remote areas 
made it possible for other missionaries to bring Christ to those who never heard the gospel, and now their 
work was made many times more difficult because of his death.  He was a great example to me of 
someone who gave his all for the glory of Christ, yet he died at age thirty-two. 

   
 What we are taught here, in God’s Word, is that God rules over his world and all things are being 
directed by God for his glory.  We can count on this because in the end it is only his glory which will 
stand.  Everything else will pass away but his glory will stand.  He wants to prove that he is the only wise 
rule over his world and over our lives.  But in order for us to truly know God in his glory, we must trust him 
and believe in his word. 
   

And God tells us that when we do trust him and believe in his word, he will prove that he does all 
things perfectly as he does them with perfect measure, with perfect time, and with perfect ability and 
wisdom. 


