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 An Introduction to Isaiah  
 Isaiah 1:1 
 

Isaiah 1:1 (ESV) The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  

 
Introduction 
 

A. Almost all of us enjoy reading a good mystery.  Whether it be The Hardy Boys, or Sherlock Holmes, or 
Agatha Christie, or Randy Alcorn, or Ludlum or Grisham mysteries captivate us.   

 
B. Good mysteries have common elements.  I came upon this list (teacher.scholastic.com) if you want to 

write a mystery (best-sellers).  They listed ten elements (I=ll read four of them):  
 

1. Every story begins with an idea. 
2. Your main character is the most important part of the story. 
3. The plot of any story is the main character has a problem, and must solve it by himself. 
4. Know how your story will end before you begin to write.  

 
C. Isaiah qualifies as a mystery.   

 
1. Isaiah has an idea (actually, it is a vision). 
2. The main character is the most important part of the story (God). 
3. The main character has a problem and must solve it by himself (God saves sinners). 
4. Isaiah knew the ending before he writes (new heavens and a new earth). 

 
D. Isaiah also qualifies as a mystery in this sense.  If we have read Isaiah, and how many have, we have 

surely encountered sections where we weren=t exactly sure what it meant. 
 

1. The genre of Isaiah is diverse.  Prophecy is the dominant genre yet we find narrative (history), 
prose (ordinary writing) and poetry (verse) included.  Challenging! 

 
I. This sermon is an Introduction to Isaiah.  Given the difficulties of interpretation why Isaiah? 
 

A. Isaiah will inform us about God.  From my perspective, Isaiah will inform us about God like no other 
book of the bible can (Psalms, Genesis or perhaps Romans). 

 
What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us...  The most revealing 
thing about the Church is her idea of God, just as her most significant message is what she says about Him, or 
leaves unsaid, for her silence is often more eloquent than her speech.  She can never escape the self-disclosure of 
her witness concerning God.  A.W. Tozer in The Knowledge of the Holy, p 1  

 
1. We will see God=s sovereignty in Isaiah. 
2. We will see God=s judgment against evil in Isaiah. 
3. We will see God=s mercy in Isaiah. 

 
B. In Isaiah we will see the greatness or the largeness of God. 
People are starving for the greatness of God.  But most of them would not give this diagnosis of their troubled 
lives.  The majesty of God is an unknown cure.  There are far more popular prescriptions on the market, but the 
benefit of any other remedy is brief and shallow... I am persuaded that the vision of a great God is the linchpin in 
the life of the church, both in pastoral care and missionary outreach.  John Piper in The Supremacy of God in 
Preaching, p 9 & 11 

 
1. If you find your soul is presently in distress or doubt or discouragement then you must read (run, 



© Living Hope Church 3 February 2008 

 

 
2 

don=t walk) Isaiah 40 & 53 (with time read chapters 40-55). 
 

2. In Isaiah we will see God as a suffering Messiah (Jesus Christ).  When we share the gospel with 
Jews we surely ask what Is 53 is about. 

 
At the heart of Isaiah=s vision is the startling revelation that the Messiah must suffer.  Barry Webb in The Message 
of Isaiah TBST Commentary, p 29  

 
C. Isaiah is about God and His activity in this world as well as our response to God.  Isaiah has huge 

implications for our lives here at Living Hope. 
 

1. Isaiah will gives us an accurate view of God (series title: Behold Your God!). 
2. Isaiah will teach us servanthood (humility and serving others). 

 
We live in an age that, because ot its abandonment of the biblical worldview, has made status, position, and power 
the absolute good.  John Oswalt in The Isaiah NIV Application Commentary, p 58  

 
3. God is the Lord of history (Behold Your God!). 
4. God calls us into relationship with Him so He might share His character with us. 

 
II. An overview of the book of Isaiah. 
 

A. The book of Isaiah has 66 chapters (remember chapters and verses are helpful tools to help us locate a 
portion of God=s Word).   

 
1. Sixty-six chapters, 1,292 verses and 61 pages in my ESV.  Isaiah is the first of five books called 

the major prophets (Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel). 
 

B. Here is an interesting coincidence: 
 

There is a similarity between the layout of Isaiah=s chapters and the Bible=s books: sixty-six in total, thirty-nine in 
the first section and twenty-seven in the second.  Those two sections, like those of the Old and New Testament, 
major on judgment in the first half and salvation in the second half (though, as with the Testaments, each part 
contains elements of both judgment and salvation).  Gerald Crispin in The Bible Panorama, p 285-286  

 
1. Chapters 1-39 (mostly about sin and judgment with splashes of grace). 
2. Chapters 40-55 (mostly about redemption). 
3. Chapters 56-66 (mostly about godliness). 

 
C. If you read commentaries on Isaiah you may find some commentators believe that Isaiah is a 

compilation of various books.  We hold it stands as is (there is only one introduction).  
 

D. Isaiah is important theologically because of it=s prominence in the New Testament. 
In terms of theological significance, the book of Isaiah is the ARomans@ of the Old Testament.  It is here that the 
threads come together and the big picture of God=s purposes for his people and for his world is most clearly set 
forth.  Something of its importance can be gauged from the fact that it is quoted no fewer than sixty-six times in the 
New Testament, being exceeded only by the book of Psalms (seventy-nine times).  These quotations are spread 
through all the major sections of the New Testament, from Matthew to 1 Peter. Barry Webb in The Message of 
Isaiah TBST Commentary, p 39-40  

 
1. Isaiah is described as a vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  As Paul and I preach Isaiah 

we will be concerned to explain what it meant to Isaiah=s listeners. 
 

2. We will also seek to explain why there is serious relevance in Isaiah for us.  Isaiah is big in terms 
of size and importance. 
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The vision which is introduced here spans the whole sixty-six chapters of the book.  It is big in terms of its sheer 
bulk; big enough to daunt most readers, let alone preachers and commentators.  Barry Webb in The Message of 
Isaiah TBST Commentary, p 26  

 
III. The life of Isaiah the prophet. 
 

A. Isaiah is described here as the son of Amoz. 
 

1. The Bible doesn=t tell us who Amoz was.  Rabbinic tradition claims Amoz is the brother of 
Amaziah, King of Judah, which means Isaiah would be royalty. 

 
2. The name Isaiah means Athe Lord saves.@  His very identity announces grace to us.  God saves 

sinners (but sometimes we don=t like grace). 
 

B. Isaiah began his work around the year 740 BC.  He preached in the southern kingdom of Judah where 
he would see prosperity and decline (much like our day).     

 
1. We know the prophets were not well-received (repentance wasn=t popular). 

 
2. Isaiah preached for sixty-plus years.  I suppose it goes without saying that Isaiah was at work for 

a long time (90% of pastors today quit before the age of 65). 
 

There are at least sixty-four years of uninterrupted prophecies from Isaiah.  All God=s servants should note this 
carefully, so they can see how patient they should be in their own situation, no matter how hard or difficult it may 
be.  They should not think it is any disgrace to endure severe trials.  They ought often to remember that Isaiah saw 
few successes despite his numerous labors.  John Calvin in Isaiah The Crossway Classic Commentaries, p 13   

 
C. Tradition has it that Isaiah was sawn in two.  Israel would choose to cling to idols rather than turn to the 

Living God who alone offers salvation (repentance is not popular).  
 

Acts 7:51-53 (ESV) "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As 
your fathers did, so do you.  [52] Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who 
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered,  [53] you 
who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."  

 
1 That got Stephen killed.  He was faithful because he knew God and Isaiah was faithful because 

he knew God.  Knowing God is the greatest issue we face (it is eternal life). 
 

IV. The relevance of knowing God. 
 

A. All religions seek to understand ultimate reality.  Each human being, you are included, will face two 
options: 

 
1. Either ultimate reality is part of the universe (include atheists here). 
2. Or, ultimate reality is outside of the universe (the transcendent God). 

 
B. Ask the people of Israel why they invented this God and they would quickly say Awe didn=t.@  He 

revealed Himself to us.  The question to us is this: will we listen? 
 

C. If our ultimate reality is all around us here are the implications (taken from John Oswalt in The Isaiah NIV 
Application Commentary, p 56-57).  I hope you don=t see yourself here: 

 
1. There is no meaning in life.  Our existence is an accident.  Thus humans are finally without 

value. 
2. There is no goal in life.  We came from nothing, and we go to nothing.  The only law is 
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survival for the maximum time possible. 
3. Conflict between destructive forces (evil) and constructive forces (good) is both endless and 

inevitable. 
4. Ethics are always relative.  The only enduring Agood@ is a maximum of comfort, pleasure 

and security.  
5. Self-interest is paramount. 
6. In view of the preceding, the acquisition and use of power is of maximum importance. 
7. Because there is an element of spirit power that is beyond physical manipulation, we must 

find Aspiritual@ ways to tap into that power.    
8. Human behavior is largely determined by forces outside of human control or 

understanding... Therefore, history writing as an attempt to understand human behavior is 
both fruitless and pointless. 

 
D. If God is transcendent then ultimate reality is only found in Him.  Any other religion is false. If God is 

transcendent then there are opposing tenets like these (see yourself here): 
 

1. We were created in the image of a good and consistent God to be the stewards of his 
creation under his lordship.  Therefore, human life is of ultimate value. 

2. We are called to share in the character of God, and yet we can choose not to.  Thus it is 
possible both to progress toward and regress from the ultimate goal of experiencing his life. 

3. The Creator is the Good.  There is no conflict in him.  Evil is not a cosmic reality but simply 
that lack of God in our lives. 

4. The character of the Creator is the absolute standard of ethics, against which all behavior 
may be measured. 

5. Surrender of one=s self-interest into the care of the Creator is the most important thing one 
can do. 

6. Acquisition of right standing with the Creator is the most important thing one can do.  
7. The attempt to gain spiritual power through the use of technique apart from submissive, 

obedient behavior is strictly forbidden. 
8. Human behavior can be evaluated according to a consistent standard... Therefore, history 

writing is an important key to understanding human behavior. 
 
Close 
 

A. Isaiah is going to show us reality.  Reality for us Christians is God.   
 

Why did the Hebrews alone stubbornly hold to these concepts, which became the foundation of Western culture?  
It is because they held a different view of reality from all of their contemporaries.  They alone believed that God is 
not of this world.  They alone believed that deity, humanity, and nature are not all parts of one indivisible whole.  
That view is nowhere better expressed in the Bible than in Isaiah... if there is only one reality who created the world 
as an expression of his will and purpose, then to give ultimate obedience to anything else is ultimate disaster.  
John Oswalt in The Isaiah NIV Application Commentary, p 57  

 
B. Isaiah will teach us God is good, we are precious to Him, and we can trust Him with our lives.  Our only 

other option is create our own god (idolatry). 
 

1. The title of this series from Isaiah is Behold Your God!.  As we behold God we are changed.  It 
is God=s will that we should oak trees, not scrawny shrubs, for His glory. 

 
Isaiah 61:3b (ESV) ... that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be 
glorified.  

 


