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 Truth Accepted, Truth Rejected 
 Acts 18:24-19:10 
 
Introduction (pray) 
 

A. When Jesus Christ was on trial for His life before Pontius Pilate he engaged Pilate in a crucial 
conversation.  The conversation was about an urgent topic.  The topic is truth about Jesus. 

 
1. The most important question you can ask is the fifth question Pilate asks Jesus. 

 
John 18:33-38 (ESV) [33] So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” [34] Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, 
or did others say it to you about me?” [35] Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” [36] Jesus answered, 
“My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have 
been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the 
world.” [37] Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” [38] Pilate said to him, 
“What is truth?” 

 
2. That is THE question.  What is truth?  Everyone has an opinion.  In the glorious 

prologue to John’s Gospel we read these powerful words: 
 

John 1:14-17 (ESV) [14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. [15] (John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”) [16] For from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. [17] For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 

 
3. Jesus Christ is full of grace and truth.  We answer the question “what is truth?” by our 

response to Jesus Christ because Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
 

B. Our text is a narrative about Truth Accepted, Truth Rejected (my title).  We will find three 
presentations of truth in Acts 18:24-19:10.  We will note the response to truth. 

 
1. Acts 18:24-28 - Apollos is confronted by truth (Apollos accepts truth) 
2. Acts 19:1-7 - Disciples are confronted by truth (they accept truth) 
3. Acts 19:8-10 - The Jews are confronted by truth (they reject truth) 

 
Because Jesus Christ is truth we must believe His claims regarding truth. 

 
I. Apollos is confronted by truth (Acts 18:24-28) 

Acts 18:24-28 [ESV) [24] Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. 
He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. [25] He had been instructed in the way 
of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. [26] He began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him 
the way of God more accurately. [27] And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers 
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encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped 
those who through grace had believed, [28]for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, 
showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.  

 
A. In Acts 18:23 (the verse before our text) Paul launches his third and final missionary journey.  

Though Paul heads off on his trip Luke keeps the story in Ephesus.  Apollos shows up. 
 

1. Who is Apollos?  He is quite the gifted guy. 
 

· A Jew, eloquent, competent in the Scriptures (OT) 
· He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, fervent in spirit 
· He spoke and taught accurately 

 
2. What’s not to like?  Remember, Acts is really 2 Luke (both books are written to 

Theophilus).  In the Gospel of Luke we read the reason for Luke writing this narrative.  
 

Luke 1:1-4 (ESV) [1] Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things 
that have been accomplished among us, [2] just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, [3] it seemed good to me 
also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, [4] that you may have certainty concerning the things you have 
been taught. 

 
3. In other words, that you (Theophilus and now us) may know the truth with certainty.  

Apollos, while a gifted preacher, simply doesn’t have all the facts.   
 

B. What is wrong with Apollos?  He only knew the baptism of John.  John was the forerunner 
who pointed to Jesus.  John belonged to the law and prophets, not the kingdom. 

 
1. His knowledge about the kingdom was incomplete.  Priscilla and Aquila take him aside 

and explain the way of God more fully.  This is a power couple (may their tribe increase). 
 

· This couple left Rome under threat of persecution 
· They are all in on mission 
· They instruct Apollos privately, in their home, and Priscilla may well lead the way 

 
2. Apollos is confronted with truth, no doubt from God’s Word, and he humbly submits. 

 
3. The effect on Apollos is more fruitfulness (Corinth).  He is teachable (amazing). 

1 Corinthians 3:4-9 (ESV) [4] For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 
are you not being merely human? [5] What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through 
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. [6] I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the growth. [7] So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who 
gives the growth. [8] He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. [9] For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 

 
C. Priscilla and Aquila are devoted to the teaching, to the Word, and they invest in Apollos.   

 
1. May God give us couples invested in vested in mission like this.  May God give us women 

like Priscilla.  May we be devoted to the things that endure into eternity. 
2.  
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II. Disciples are confronted by truth (Acts 9:1-7) 
 

Acts 19:1-7 [ESV) [1] And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through 
the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. [2] And he said to 
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” [3] And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
They said, “Into John's baptism.” [4] And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 
[5] On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. [6] And when Paul had 
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues 
and prophesying. [7] There were about twelve men in all.  

 
A. Paul returns to Ephesus and encounters disciples.  This is one of the most fascinating 

accounts in Acts because there are differing thoughts and understandings. 
 

1. The key question is this.  Does the word “disciples” mean Christians?  Some say yes and 
point to a subsequent experience of the Holy Spirit.   

 
2. Others are not satisfied that these disciples are believers.  Why?  Because they describe 

themselves as followers of John the Baptist (they do not know the truth about Jesus). 
 

B. Paul simply tells them that the repentance John preached was designed to point to Jesus Christ.  
To believe in the Son of God, the perfect, sinless Lamb of God. 

 
1. They are confronted with truth.  They accept the truth, they are baptized (in this case 

there is a second water baptism), and the Spirit falls upon them in power. 
 

· The principle is that believers in Christ are water baptized.  This is our initiation 
into the body of Christ.  We die with Him and we are raised to newness of life.   

 
2. I suggest they became believers at this point because now they believe on Jesus Christ.  

 
· A Christian believes and is filled with new life (a new creation).  Things change. 

“The norm of Christian experience, then, is a cluster of four things: repentance, faith in Jesus, 
water baptism, and the gift of the Spirit.  Though the perceived order may vary a little, the 
four belong together and are universal in Christian initiation.”  John Stott in The Message of 
Acts TBST, p. 305 

 
· Have you been confronted by the truth of Jesus Christ?  Have you repented, trusted, 

been water baptized, and received the Spirit?  Ask, seek, knock (many fillings). 
 
III. The Jews are confronted by truth (Acts 19:8-10) 
 

Acts 19:8-10 [ESV) [8] And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, 
reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. [9] But when some became 
stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, he 
withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 
[10] This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, 
both Jews and Greeks. 
 

 
A. Paul goes to the synagogue even though he dismissed the Jews back in Corinth.  He tries 
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again and Paul will be rejected again. 
 

1. Paul reasons and persuades but some hearers become stubborn.  Some people will hate 
the gospel because it makes a claim of repentance on their lives. 

 
2. These people speak evil publicly about the Christians.  When attacks like this come we 

must think biblically.  We must lay hold of truth.   
 

· We must not be surprised when folks attack us (especially religious folks).  They 
tend to be rather intolerant.  It has happened to us, it will happen again 
(strengthens). 

 
B. Paul keeps right on preaching Christ.  He withdraws from the synagogue, having said enough, 

and moves down the street where he preaches the gospel for two years. 
 

1. The gospel can’t be stopped.  It spreads all over Asia.  God is at work. 
 

“The gospel was dynamic, even explosive, and could not be contained.  It was making its 
triumphal progress throughout the world.”  P.T. O’Brien in Gospel and Mission, p. 127 

 
2. The gospel spreads because there is good news in Jesus Christ.  

 
Ex: My 8th grade teacher said this was because the gospel promised poor folks gold. 

 
C. Is that truth?  The truth is Jesus Christ.  God created a world that rebelled against Him.  He 

promised a Redeemer.  He sent His Son into this world to die for the sins of His people. 
 

1. Why?  Because God loved the world.  Jesus commands repentance and offers eternal 
life.  

2. Salvation is found nowhere else. 
 

Acts 4:12 (ESV) [12] And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 

 
B. Have you trusted in Jesus Christ?  He is truth.  Do you love Him?  Are you following Him?  

Are you all-in with Jesus?  If so, you will have a passion for people (like Priscilla and Aquila). 
 
Close 
 

A. So, carried along by the love of God, we proclaim Jesus Christ to others.  We graciously seek 
to boldly persuade and reason with people wherever they are, whoever they are. 

 
1. Jesus wasn’t cookie-cutter, neither are we.  We share truth, we share Jesus.  And the 

gospel spreads and the kingdom of God expands for the glory of God.  
 

2. Only let us be faithful to the call.  Will we accept truth or reject truth? 
 

B. The gospel of grace (very good news about the death and resurrection of Jesus) came to Saul 
(Paul), to Priscilla and Aquila, to Apollos, to the Ephesians and the Corinthians, and now to us. 

 
1. Thank God the gospel of grace came to us through folks like these.   
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2. Jesus is worthy of everything we are and have.  Let’s know Him and make Him known.   
 
Pray 
 
 
 
 

Permissions: You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute this material in any format 
provided that you do not alter the wording in any way and do not charge a fee beyond the cost of 
reproduction. For web posting, a link to this document on our website is preferred. Any exceptions to the 
above must be approved by Living Hope Church. 
 
Please include the following statement on any distributed copy: 
By Ken Mellinger 
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