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I Have Many in This City 
Acts 18:1-23 

 
 

Intro 
 
Some of the sweetest words ever uttered - Jesus: 
 
[28] Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. [30] For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 
That’s good news for people who know they don’t have it all together. Jesus invites everyone 
who is weighed down under the realization that know how much we try to do we can never be 
good enough. People who congratulate themselves for being good people have no place in 
Jesus, people who beat their breasts and cry “Have mercy on me Jesus” are embraced by him.  
 
Kind Jesus - invites us to drop our pretending and posturing - we can be real selves with him - 
Jesus I’m suffering under the weight of my weakness, my failings - he becomes our place of 
rest.  
 
Christians rest in all that Jesus is and has done - his life, his death, his resurrection, his present 
rule, his impending return bringing heaven with him 
 
That doesn’t make us lazy, it invigorates and gives nobility to our work. There is much to be 
done in this life to bring glory to Jesus - yes even the steps you take from your car into work 
tomorrow morning are given meaning and purpose that transcends a paycheck - you are 
working for the Lord Christ. Mom - rising early with the kiddos - changing diapers - your work 
is noble and pleasing in the sight of the Savior.  
 
We work from a position of rest 
 
Illustration: Good night sleep (folks with babies forget), Saturday of getting things done 
 
Our work is energized and dignified by Jesus  
 
Equation for faithfulness and fruitfulness - work hard, trust God, watch God work  
 
Our text shows us just this sort of thing - specifically in the area of evangelism - telling others 
about Jesus - let’s take each part of the equation in turn and see what God has for us in our 
text.  
 
I. Work Hard  

 
A. Paul leaves the Areopagus scene in Athens and heads to Corinth - 53 miles from Athens 

(3 days)  - big city, prosperous, morally debauched harbor town - prostitution - 
“Corinthian woman”’ 
 

B. He is introduced to a Jewish-Christian couple from Italy - Aquila and Priscilla - they are 
in Corinth because they were deported from Italy by Claudius Caesar 
 
1. Apparently Aquila and Priscilla shared a common trade with Paul - tentmakers - 

leather workers  
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a) Paul joins there business to support himself in ministry  
 
(1) He works to make a living so that he can fulfill the calling on his life to 

preach the gospel. His pattern elsewhere: 
 

[9] For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. (1 
Thessalonians 2:9) 
 

b) It is likely that they worked in a store together - a great place for spiritual 
conversations 
 

C. Paul works hard making tents and his free time he works hard reasoning in the 
synagogue, persuading Jews and Greeks that Jesus is the Christ.  
 
1. Crucified Messiah - outrageous - vindicated in resurrection 

 
D. Paul’s homeboys Silas and Timothy arrive and provide him with the financial means to  

continue in ministry full-time - “occupied with the word” 
 

[9] And when I was with you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers 
who came from Macedonia supplied my need. So I refrained and will refrain from 
burdening you in any way. (2 Corinthians 11:9) 
 

E. Application 
 
1. Paul was a hard worker - he was willing to do whatever it takes to make a living and 

share the gospel  - he wasn’t waiting for someone to come along and pay him 
before he evangelized 
 

(1) Interested in ministry - I ask are you currently serving, telling people about 
Jesus. 
 
(a) Ken - I’m a pastor if they pay me or not 

 
2. Two church plants - Shawn Woo and Jacob Young - SG provides the means for them 

to do in ministry 
 

3. Friends - hard work is a hallmark of the faithful Christian - whatever your hand 
finds to do - do it with all your might (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 
 
a) A testimony to the character of God  

 
(1) Tomorrow morning - do your work with excellence - from McDonalds to 

Lawyer  
 
(a) Life wasted given to video games, porn, etc.  

 
(2) SAHMs - spit-up, yogurt on floor, discipline all day, your work is making 

disciples - pleasing to the Lord! - I pray you feel his pleasure 
 

b) We must aim to persuade others of their need for Christ as well - hard work - 
opportunity at work? (respectful) 
 

c) We work - but we do so not in our own strength - Second point: 
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II. Trust God 
 
A. Paul’s talking about how the Messiah/Savior is Jesus Christ in the synagogue and the 

Jews get angry. Apparently they oppose him to the point that he throws up his hands in 
frustration and jets out of synagogue  
 
1. He shook out of his garments every bit of the dust of the synagogue (Stott) and 

essentially declares an invective rooted in Ezekiel 
 

[17] “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. [18] If I say to the wicked, 
‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, but his 
blood I will require at your hand. [19] But if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn 
from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will 
have delivered your soul. (Ezekiel 3:17-19) 
 

2. Paul leaves and goes next door (provocative) - continues to evangelize at Titius 
Justus’s house - see’s his first convert Crispus - the ruler of the synagogue and his 
family! God’s grace turns enemies into friends.  
 

B. The risen Christ comes to him in a vision - apparently in all of this Paul has been 
experiencing fear - makes sense considering the opposition he’s faced. Comforting in a 
way - Paul wasn’t superman.  
 
1. The Lord comforts and exhorts him  

 
a) Do not be afraid - I am with you 

 
(1) This is the way God speaks to his faithful servants 

 
[10] fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 
I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 
 
[9] Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 
(Joshua 1:9) 
 
…behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28:20b) 
 

b) Do not be silent - I have many in this city who are my people 
 

[16] And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. (John 10:16) 
 

(1) Election in view - God knows that there are people here who are going to 
believe the gospel - mystery of the counsel of his will - eternity past he 
chose 
 
(a) Never a chance that Christ’s death would be ineffective - God wringing 

hands  
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They had not yet believed in him, but they would do so, because already according to his 
purpose they belonged to him. This conviction is the greatest of all encouragement to an 
evangelist. (John Stott in BST: The Message of Acts, p. 298) 
 

C. Continue to work Paul - continue to preach - trust me! 
 

D. Application 
 
1. The same word comes to us - God doesn’t want us to fear and he wants to be 

faithful - He is for us in both 
 
a) UNBELIEVER - The call comes to you to grab hold of Jesus with the hand of faith 

- to come out of sin and self and into his grace - you are invited to the table of 
God 
 

b) Comfort for the suffering 
 
(1) Reminded - We are his (“mine”) 

 
Ex. At a playground - those kids are mine - we belong to him as Father - Hebrews 2:11 Jesus 
not afraid to call us brothers and sisters 
 

(2) Struggling with guilt - doctrine of election - I don’t feel chosen 
 
(a) Tenderize our hearts at his amazing grace - God justifies the ungodly 

 
c) Strength for our labors in evangelism - Hope in the work 

 
2. God has many in our cities and our neighborhoods! Going into the building with 

faith and fearlessness  
 

III. Watch God Work 
 
A. Paul presses into mission trusting God - many Corinthians believed - a church is 

planted - Paul stays for a year and a half 
 

B. A hiccup - v. 12 - the Jews make a united attack on Paul 
 
1. Hmmm, wait a second, what about v. 9 - read on  

 
C. Paul is brought before the tribunal - Roman ruler Gallio - he’s about to open his mouth 

to defend himself and the proconsul speak ups up rendering his defense unnecessary.  
 
1. He throws the case out of court - why? 

 
a) He says that this has nothing to do with Roman law and as such he has nothing 

to say - his take is that this is a matter between Jewish people - a religious 
problem not a political one.  
 

b) Remarkable legal precedent - served to create an environment for Christianity to 
grow 
 

The Corinthian Jews end up securing for Paul and the Christians in Achaia a ruling that is 
the opposite of what they hoped. They wanted a legal conviction of Paul and a 
suppression of the new group of Jewish and Gentile followers of Jesus as Messiah as an 
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illegal association; what they get instead is an official acknowledgment by the Roman 
governor that the new community of followers of Jesus is a group within Judaism and 
therefore a legal association of people against which no legal action can be taken. 
(Eckhard Schnabel in ZECNT: Acts, p. 764) 
 

2. Jesus remains true to his promise - the attack is thwarted and is actually turned out 
for Paul and other Christian’s good! 
 
a) Not only that but look what happens - Sosthenes - the ruler of the synagogue 

and the jewish folks who were attempting to attack Paul is handed a beatdown  
 
(1) Christ is true to his word - this attack is utterly and completely thwarted  

 
(a) Attack overturned, church planted, mission accomplished - watch him 

work! 
 

D. Finally Paul takes his leave of the Corinthians and sails for Syria now joined by Priscilla 
and Aquila 
 
1. We see them throughout Paul’s letters - setting up house church in Rome - faithful 

co-workers - we need couples like this - flexible - all about the mission  
 
a) church planting 

 
E. He shaves his head - likely having fulfilled a Nazarite vow - Paul had a Jewish 

spirituality that did not conflict with justification by grace alone  
 

F. He comes to Ephesus for a time - receptive Jews - gotta go - “if God wills”, Paul lives in 
the reality of a sovereign God.  
 

G. He returns to Antioch - second missionary journey complete - one more to go 
 

H. Application 
 
1. As we strive to be faithful in the power and comfort of Christ, we should be those 

who anticipate God working among us and around us. His promises are true - every 
word of the Lord proves to be true 
 
a) Can’t claim promises that aren’t ours  - but we gladly grab hold of his promises 

with faith and trust him to move on our behalf 
 
(1) Matthew 11 - gives us rest - Romans 8 - nothing can separate us from his 

love, works all things together for out good, Matthew 28 - he will be with us.  
 

2. Anticipate God working through our building - baptisms on a Sunday - planting a 
church - marriages strengthened - growing as disciples - Christ glorified  
 
a) God promises to work among his people - let’s trust him - let’s attempt great 

things for him and ask great things from him  
 

Close 
 
Work from a position of rest 
 
Work hard + Trust God = Watch God work  
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We leave this place in his care, with his presence, with his promises, in his love - that 
my friends is Amazing Grace 
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