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When Jesus Comes to Town 
Acts 19:11-20 

 
Intro 
 
Revival - Jesus Christ is preached, God comes down in power, people repent, the church grows 
- do it again! 
 
[6] Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? [7] Show us your 
steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation. (Psalm 85:6-7) 
 
 For those of us who have been Christians for a while, it becomes easy to think that 
we’ve pretty much exhausted the possibilities of the Christian life. We can settle into a 
routine of activities at church and in our small groups and Bible studies, with little 
expectation of anything new. The familiar becomes the predictable, and everything from 
here on out will be more of the same. We dip our teaspoon into the vast ocean of the living 
God. Holding that teaspoon in our hand, we say, “This is God.” We pour it into our lives, 
and we say, “This is the Christian experience.” 
 God calls us to dive into the ocean. He calls us into ever new regions of his 
fullness, his immensity, his all-sufficiency. There is more for us in Christ than we have yet 
apprehended. Let’s never think that we have him figured out or that we’ve seen all he can 
do. The Bible is not guidebook to a theological museum. It is a road map showing us the 
way into neglected or even forgotten glories of the living God. (Ray Ortlund in When God 
Comes to Church, p 41) 
 
Acts 19:11-20 is not a guidebook to a theological museum - it is a road map showing us the 
way into the glories of the living Christ. Our text takes us into the heart of revival and my 
prayer is that we long for Jesus to move among us, in this church, this town, this City  
 
The real Jesus provokes real repentance which leads to real growth 
 
I. The Real Jesus 

 
A. Context - v. 8-10 - Paul was preaching the gospel - speaking boldly, persuading, 

reasoning - 2 years - v. 10 “all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord” 
 

B. As we come to verse 11 we find that God is powerfully at work in Paul’s evangelism - 
extraordinary miracles, healing, deliverance - Paul is so imbued with the power of God 
that even his hankies and sweatbands have the capacity to heal the sick and exorcise 
demons.  
 
1. As he did with Peter earlier in Acts - God is confirming Paul’s ministry as an 

authentic apostle.  
 

2. Paul walks in the footsteps of Jesus  
 

[43] And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and 
though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. 
[44] She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her 
discharge of blood ceased. [45] And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all 
denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!” 
[46] But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I perceive that power has gone out from 
me.” [47] And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and 
falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched 
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him, and how she had been immediately healed. [48] And he said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has made you well; go in peace.” (Luke 8:43-48) 
 

3. Luke shows that Jesus is still at work in the world by his Spirit through his servants - 
compassion and power 
 

The wisest attitude of the sweat-rag miracles is neither that of the skeptics who declare 
them spurious, nor that of mimics, who try to copy them, like those American 
televangelists who offer to send to the sick handkerchiefs which they have blessed, but 
rather that of Bible students who remember both that Paul regarded his miracles as his 
apostolic credentials and that Jesus himself condescended to the timorous faith of a 
woman by healing her when she touched the edge of his cloak. (John Stott in BST: The 
Message of Acts, p. 306) 
 

C. So Jesus has come to Ephesus through Paul’s ministry - the good news of his cross. He 
continues to heal the sick, cleanse the impure, set the captive free.  
 
1. All pointing ultimately to the cross - Mark 2 - power to forgive sins rise up and 

walk.  
 

D. v. 13-16 - we are introduced to some traveling, Jewish exorcists (not Christians) - 
seven sons of Sceva - family business 
 
1. We do well to remember that demons are real - don’t give too much weight but 

don’t ignore - there are powers and principalities to be aware of and opposed.  
 

E. Exorcism would have been done through chants and incantations - the Sceva boys 
decide to give Jesus a shot by adding him into their ritual.  
 
1. “The Jesus whom Paul proclaims” - not the Jesus they know personally  

 
2. The demon shames them  

 
a) I know Jesus and Paul - making waves in the demon community - who are you? 

The great demon hunters are of no account.  
 

b) The demon-possessed man jumps on them and hands them the beatdown of a 
lifetime 
 

If you've ever seen a fight, there's always (and I've said this for years) debate on who won 
and who lost the fight. As a general rule, if when the fight started you had pants on, and 
when the fight was over you were no longer wearing pants, no one is arguing you won 
that fight. No one is saying, "Well, he had him in a chokehold for a second." They would 
just go, "He left naked. He came in with drawers. When all was said and done, he was 
bleeding everywhere, and his drawers were gone.” (Matt Chandler) 
 

3. What is exactly happening? These men thought they could use Jesus as a tool for 
their own ends. They could manipulate him.  
 

Sceva’s sons try to use Jesus’s name as a magical formula, the way they think Paul did, 
and discover that this name cannot be manipulated like other names. Jesus’s name is not 
that of a mere spirit but the name of “the Lord”, and these exorcists who do not obey him 
lack authorization to use his name. (Craig Keener in Acts: An Exegetical Commentary, p 
2843-44) 



Living Hope Church 20 March 2016 

 
3 

 

 
F. Application 

1. Not Jewish exorcists - Do you know the real Jesus? Not the Jesus that folks attempt 
to sanitize (love people, don’t judge), not the Jesus who we add to the wonderful 
plan we have for our lives, not the Jesus who wants us to be cool with our sin 
because it’s all good we’re forgiven. 
 

2. Do you know the strong, powerful, healing, sovereign Christ who sets the captives 
free and heals our leprous souls? The Lord and Savior - do you know and trust the 
real Jesus? 
 
a) I met with the real Jesus this morning the Jesus who 

 
(1) Said to a man with leprosy be clean and he was cleansed and healed - a 

paralyzed man get up and walk and he got up 
 

(2) I came not call the righteous but sinners - I am qualified  
 

(3) I have authority to forgive sins - all sins will be forgiven the children of man 
- pointing to his substitutionary death  
 

(4) Angry and grieved at the hard hearted who didn’t want to help a man with 
crippled hand 
 

(5) The Jesus who had compassion because sheep with a shepherd - fed the five 
thousand with five loaves and two fishes 
 

(6) The Jesus who came to the home of young girl that died - little girl arise 
 

(7) The Jesus who came to his disciples walking on the water and said “It is I, do 
not be afraid 
 

(8) JUST FOUR CHAPTERS OF MARK! 
 

b) Importance of gathering on a Sunday - to recalibrate - refocus - remember the 
real Jesus. 
 

II. Real Repentance 
 
A. This powerful episode becomes known to the citizens of Ephesus and there is a 

dramatic response - they understand that Jesus is not to be coopted - he is to be 
obeyed and worshipped. - demon would have responded 
 
1. The result is repentance 

 
a) Repentance is when we stop pretending, stop tacking on a version of Jesus that 

suits us - when the real Jesus bursts through all our categories and we realize 
that he is Lord - when we get that our lives change 
 

B. v. 17 - The name of Jesus is extolled - highly praised - new believers repent and 
believe 
 

C. The Christians there repent - apparently there was a good bit of syncretism - they are 
renouncing their magic (big deal in Ephesus) - why all the miracles - context 
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1. They confess their sin, they divulge their sinful practices, they burn their magic 
books 
 
a) Fifty thousand pieces of silver - big time money - no price in comparison to 

worth and glory of Jesus.  
 

These people recognized that genuine discipleship involved letting go what they 
treasured in order to enjoy the blessings of God’s kingdom. (David Peterson in PNTC: The 
Acts of the Apostles, p. 541) 
 
Illustration: Disco Demolition Night - 1979 Comiskey Park in Chicago - promotion in between 
double header games where rock and roll fans would get to watch of disco records get blown 
up - expected 20,000 got 50,000 - records exploded - rushed the field - police called… 
 

b) Similar way - We are for Jesus and we are all about destroying our sin - that’s 
repentance 
 

D. Application 
 
1. Is there a place where you need to repent? Where is God calling you to confess and 

renounce - be done with it? Yes there may be a cost: 
 
a) Comfort, emotional crutch, relationship (boy/girlfriend), approval of this world 

 
b) There may be a cost but Jesus is way better and more valuable - what do you 

need to let go of that you are currently treasuring in order to enjoy the blessings 
of God’s kingdom? His presence, his grace? 
 

III. Real Growth 
 
A. The real Jesus is proclaimed, people repent, the gospel explodes in growth 

 
B. V. 20 - the word of the Lord - the gospel – described 

 
1. Continued to increase - people are repenting and believing - people are getting 

saved - revival has broken out - Jesus has come to town.  
 

2. Prevailed mightily - Jesus is stronger than magic, sin - stronger than all and his 
gospel is the power of God that is saving sinners.  
 
a) Conquering hearts, sinners converted, church planted, kingdom spreads.  

 
C. Application 

 
1. When Jesus is proclaimed in the power of the Holy Spirit - real growth follows - in 

the lives of Christians - in the increase of the church 
 
a) Notice the connection between v. 18-19 and the gospel spreading - we live 

authentic lives in front of others - we confess, we repent - we don’t hide, we 
don’t act like we have it all together - that makes an impact 
 
(1) Community Group - we don’t have to pretend - gospel + safety + time 
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2. Let’s pray, let’s invite, let’s proclaim - let’s ask God to grow this church the way he 
grew the church in Ephesus 
 

3. We see in Acts that God typically does grow his church - we should cultivate 
anticipation and faith 
 
a) In our mission statement we have the stuff that God uses to grow the church - 

“We proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone…” 
 

4. Systems are good, pragmatism has its place, it is through preaching Christ that God 
is pleased to do his great work of growing the church. No compromise - no 
substitute 
 
a) God must move - let’s commit ourselves to ask him to empower us to proclaim 

Jesus and ask him to allow us to see him use our faithfulness to grow the church 
- weary, wandering Christians find a home, homeless orphans find a Father. 
 
 

Close 
 
The real Jesus provokes real repentance which leads to real growth 
 
When Jesus comes to town everything changes 
 
God is calling us to dive unto the ocean of his glory and grace - to grab hold of Christ - to let 
go of sin and self - to orient our lives around him and his mission. We need him. 
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