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 A Tale of Two Cities 
 Acts 17:1-15 
 
Introduction (pray) 
 

A. Acts 15:36 to Acts 18:22 records the second missionary journey of the Apostle Paul.  Paul 
leaves Antioch after his dispute with Barnabas to tour Eastern Europe. 

 
1. Highlights of this journey have included the work in Derbe and Lystra (where Timothy 

joined them), and on to Philippi (becomes a faithful, supportive church). 
 

2. Following our text Paul will continue his European tour by going to the major cities of 
Athens and Corinth.  The gospel will continue to expand into all the world.  

 
B. Our text is A Tale of Two Cities (my title).  We will see the fruit of the gospel work of Paul 

and Silas in Thessalonica and Berea.   
 

1. We will look at the storyline but what I’d like to invite you to see is the culture of each 
city.  A city has a culture and a local church has a culture.  How would we like to be 
known? 

 
2. I say this with an eye on the glory of God, and I am not seeking to compare churches 

(comparing yourself when you’re the one doing it generally yields bad fruit). 
 

C. Whatever we are known for as a church must have something to do with Jesus Christ.  We are 
in Christ, He is our all in all, and our culture must have something to do with Jesus. 

 
1. I hope to show you that:  

 
Because we have believed in Christ we must grow in our knowledge of Him. 

 
I. The church in Thessalonica (verses 1-10) 
 

A. What is your take on the church in Thessalonica?  Who were they?  What were they like?  What 
can we learn from them?  They seem to be less noble than the Bereans. 

 
1. Paul and Silas arrived there in bad shape.  Paul’s description: 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 (ESV) [1] For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you 
was not in vain. [2] But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, 
as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst of 
much conflict. 
 

2. The trip from Philippi is some 100 miles (a good three day hike on a good road). 
3. Paul begins his ministry in Thessalonica in a synagogue.  This was his mission strategy 

on this particular journey.  You need a plan and Paul went to the Jews for a hearing. 
 

B. The Thessalonians hear the good news of the gospel.  Look at the words used to describe 
Paul’s careful approach (Paul gives them time).   

 
1. In verse 2 Paul reasoned from the Scriptures (Old Testament which they knew), and in 

verse 3 Paul is taking time to explain and prove.  Later in verse 3 Paul proclaims and  
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in verse 4 see some of the Jews are persuaded, as were many other devout Greeks 
(including women). 

 
Ex: Every now and again I hear someone saying they are opposed to evangelism because 

they don’t want to cram Jesus down someone’s throat.  Paul would agree! 
 

2 Corinthians 5:11, 14-15 (ESV) [11] Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade 
others...  14] For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has 
died for all, therefore all have died; [15] and he died for all, that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

 
· We persuade, knowing the fear of the Lord, controlled by the love of Christ, and we 

know the ultimate result is not in our hands.   
 

2. The gospel was proclaimed in power and the result of the message was conviction in the 
hearts of those listening.  Paul reminds the Thessalonians: 

 
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 (ESV) [4] For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
[5] because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction.  

 
C. Paul has an agenda in his message.  Paul seeks to establish three things as true. 

 
1. It was necessary for the Christ to suffer (Ps 22 perhaps) 
2. It was necessary for the Christ to be raised from the dead (Is 53 perhaps) 
3. Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah (numerous fulfilled prophecies in the OT) 

 
· Have you believed?    

 
D. It turns out some of the Jews were jealous.  Why?  It doesn’t say but it is almost always either 

money or position (meaning attention or inconvenience) that causes problems. 
 

1. The result of jealousy (1 of the historic 7 deadly sins) in this case is lies.  Sin always 
leads to other sins.  A sin doesn’t stay isolated.  They cluster.  The Jews add lying by 
saying that the agitators are now here.  How do they say Paul and Silas agitate?   

 
· They are acting against the decrees of Caesar  
· They are saying there is another King, namely, Jesus 
 

2. They can’t locate Paul and Silas (they have Jason their host) but the rulers require a 
deposit as security so Paul and Silas cannot visit again (Paul attributes this to Satan). 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 (ESV) [17] But since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short 
time, in person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you 
face to face, [18] because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan 
hindered us. 

 
3. Paul and Silas must flee by night, never to return, to this church that was birthed in much 

heat.  This must be hard for the great apostle who loved the saints dearly. 
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E. What can we say about the church in Thessalonica? 

 
1. Leaning on Paul’s first letter to them we know they faithfully persevered in the midst of 

much affliction.  As such they were an example in faith and deed.  
 

1 Thessalonians 1:6-10 (ESV) [6] And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 
received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, [7] so that you became 
an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. [8] For not only has the word 
of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone 
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 

 
2. The culture of the church in Thessalonica was “the word of the Lord sounded forth from 

you.”  We want to be like them.  
 

“We exist to proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone to present everyone mature in Him.” 
     

3. If the authorities come for us is not of first importance.  We respond as we see fit (Paul 
and Silas fled by night).  We can compromise on much but we cannot compromise on 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ.  The church in Thessalonica excels in this regard. 

 
4.  May we learn from their example (faithful proclamation, and endurance, is maturity). 

 
· John Wayne billboard: “Don’t much like quitters, son.” 

 
II. The church in Berea (verses 10-15)  
 

A. Paul and Silas make the 50 mile journey knowing they’ve been thru a beat-down in Philippi 
and they have hastily departed from Thessalonica.  They are a band on the run. 

 
 1. What awaits them?  What awaits them in Berea is a synagogue where they once again 

reason, explain, prove, proclaim, and persuade people regarding Jesus Christ. 
 

2. The Bereans are more noble because they search the Scriptures to make certain what Paul 
is teaching is accurate.  They received the word with eagerness. 

 
B. What faithful preacher wouldn’t want an eager audience? 

 
1. In the case of these Jews in Berea they are open-minded to truth.  That is exactly where 

we want to position ourselves.   
 

They combined receptivity with critical questioning.  The verb for examine ...  is used of 
judicial investigations...  It implies integrity and absence of bias.  Ever since then, the 
adjective ‘Berean’ has been applied to people who study the Scriptures with impartiality and 
care.   John Stott in The Message of Acts TBST, p. 274 

 
“No doctrine is worth believing unless we find it to be based on the Scriptures.”  John Calvin 
in Acts The Crossway Classic Commentaries, p. 294 

 
2. In Thessalonica some believed, here in Berea, many believed.  In both cities men and 

women are receptive to the gospel of grace. 
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C. What is the culture of the church in Berea? 

 
1. A high view of the Scriptures.  If the Bible says it they will believe it.  The Scriptures are 

the only reliable, objective guide to truth. 
 
   2. This is wisdom according to Jesus.  The Scriptures help us come to faith in Christ and to 

live the Christian life.  Jesus said: 
 

Matthew 7:24-27 (ESV) [24] “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will 
be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. [25] And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded 
on the rock. [26] And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be 
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. [27] And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

 
D. You might be tempted to think everything is great in Berea.  The Jews from Thessalonica hear 

Paul is preaching in Berea and they come on down to stir up the crowds. 
 

1. Paul heads out of town but note that the gospel will often bring out opposition.  It has 
always been that way and until Jesus returns it will be that way.  We press on. 

 
Ex: Telling someone they need surgery doesn’t make them happy.  When the surgery 

is necessary for life, and cancer is removed, most gladly opt for it.  The Bible is life. 
 
 
Close 
 

A. So what is our culture?  What kind of church is Living Hope? 
 

1. We hope we resemble Thessalonica and Berea. 
2. The proclamation of Jesus Christ with endurance and a high view of the Scriptures.   

 
3. We definitely have our own set of distinguishing characteristics. 

 
Ex: Tim Kerr - you excel at Living Hope in spiritual gifts (prophecy) and when I talk your 

folks share the Word of God with me.  How do you get them in the Word? 
 

B. Get in the Word, stay in the Word, because the Word helps us know Jesus Christ.  As we know 
Him we get His heart. 

 
1. Our list in community group: in addition to reading in the morning one can post-it a 

verse, read at lunch, meditate, memorize, use familiar paths, read autobiography, repent 
quickly, pray, share Jesus with others.   

 
Philippians 3:8-17 (ESV) [8] Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ [9] and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—[10] that I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, [11] 
that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  [12] Not that I have  
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already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. [13] Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, [14] I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
2. While we may well suffer with Him we will also share in His glory one day.  

 
Pray 
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